
Quadrangle
THE

Mary Vale Road, Bournville

Beautiful sheltered housing
in the heart of Bournville



Welcome to the Quadrangle
One of Birmingham’s most iconic buildings, the Quadrangle offers 
sheltered housing in beautiful surroundings quite unlike anywhere else 
you will experience.

Built in 1897, it was among the 
first homes to be developed 
in Bournville by chocolate 
making brothers George and 
Richard Cadbury.

The brothers cared deeply 
about the working and living 
conditions of their employees 
and the community and were 
dismayed to see so many 
living in the crowded and 
unhealthy back streets of 
Birmingham.

It was this concern that 
inspired them to create a 
garden village of high-quality 
homes and green open 
spaces.

Richard Cadbury’s particular 
wish to provide homes for 
retired Cadbury workers, 
aged over 60 and on lower 
incomes, led directly to 
the development of the 33 

bungalows which make up 
the stunning Quadrangle.

Sadly, whilst Richard was able 
to show prospective residents 
one completed home at 
the scheme, as a model of 
the conditions they would 
later live in, he never saw its 
completion as he died before 
it was opened.

Today the Quadrangle, 
managed by Bournville Village 
Trust, is home to a mixed and 
flourishing community where 
residents enjoy high-quality 
rented housing with a range 
of communal facilities.
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Cadbury workers circa 1950s.  
Image courtesy of Cadbury Archives, Mondelēz International.

Commemorative plaque.
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“ I’ve lived here for nine years and  
it’s the independent living with the 
comfort of knowing that I’m safe  
which I treasure the most.”

Beautiful sheltered housing in the heart of Bournvil le



Living at the Quadrangle
Step inside the Quadrangle and you will not only be in awe of its charming 
period features but you will also be guaranteed a warm and friendly welcome. 

From its beautiful stained-
glass windows and stone 
feature fireplaces to its central 
courtyard with its very own 
clock-tower, it is a joy to 
explore the scheme’s unique 
features.

Each of the 33 comfortable 
and self-contained bungalows 
surround the courtyard and 
encourage independent living. 
They feature a front door 
leading into an entrance hall, 
well-proportioned lounge, 

kitchen with fitted units, 
bathroom with shower, and 
one bedroom.  

A range of communal facilities 
complement each bungalow 
and include two lounges, 
two kitchens, a laundry and 
guest bedroom for family and 
friends to use when they visit. 

We understand that moving 
home can be a daunting 
prospect which is why the 
Quadrangle has a helpful and 

friendly scheme manager to 
assist residents to settle in and 
feel safe and secure.

Each bungalow is connected 
to a 24-hour response service, 
meaning that help is never 
far away in the event of an 
emergency, and entrance to 
the main building is controlled 
by a key pad system. 
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Lounge of bungalow.

Beautiful stained glass windows.

“ Everyone is amazed when they  
come and see inside. It really is  
a marvellous building - out of  
this world.”
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Community Life at the Quadrangle
Of course living at the Quadrangle is about so much more than moving 
into a new home or downsizing. 

With its friendly and  
flourishing community, and 
dedicated scheme manager, 
residents are made to feel 
right at home. 

There are regular social 
activities which residents can 
choose to get involved in 
as much or as little as they 
like and typically range from 
coffee mornings, breakfast 
clubs and meals out, to 
shopping trips, craft sessions 
and games.  

Festivities, such as Easter and 
Christmas, are celebrated 
with special events and there 
is also a reminiscence group 
to encourage the sharing of 
memories and stories from 
bygone years. 

Particularly pretty in the 
summer months, the 
Quadrangle’s large garden 
benefits from gravelled 
pathways for easy access and 
benches to take a rest and 
enjoy the surroundings. 

The garden also features 
columns removed from a 
former Friends Meeting House 
in Birmingham which was 
demolished in 1931 – adding 
a further slice of unique 
heritage to the Quadrangle  
for residents to enjoy. 

Both the shops and facilities 
of Bournville and Cotteridge 
are nearby and there are 
excellent transport links into 
Selly Oak and Birmingham  
city centre.
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“ The atmosphere is lovely and so are  
my neighbours. There are regular social  
events but it’s up to you if you want  
to join in. There’s no pressure.”

Scheme has dedicated manager. 

Enjoy a range of social activities.



If you would like to live at the Quadrangle,  
call Bournville Village Trust on 0300 333 6540 
or email enquiries@bvt.org.uk to find out more 
or to arrange a visit and a chat over a cup of 
tea. You can also find out more at bvt.org.uk   

Bournville Village Trust is a charity and housing organisation founded by 
chocolate maker and philanthropist George Cadbury in 1900.
Its vision is to create and sustain flourishing communities where people 
choose to live and it does this by providing high-quality housing and 
estate management services across Birmingham and Shropshire. 


