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We plan to apply 
to the High 
Court for 

the injunction which, 
if successful, would 
mean that trespassers 
to Woodlands Park and 
Weoley Parkway could be 
arrested on the spot.

They could also have 
caravans and vehicles 
seized by the Police. 

The proposed 
application follows 
several incidents last 
year that saw camps 
illegally set up in the 
parks, which are both 
managed by Bournville 
Village Trust (BVT).

Despite trying to resolve 
the issues by working with 
trespassers and tightening 
security, each incident 
resulted in clean up and 
legal costs to BVT. 

There was also an 

increase in rubbish 
dumping, fly tipping and 
anti-social behaviour. 

Mia Laundy, Estates 
Officer at BVT, said: “The 
illegal encampments set 
up in Woodlands and 
Weoley parks haven’t 
just inconvenienced park 
users, but have seen an 
increase in fly-tipping and 
anti-social behaviour. 

“Despite trying to work 
with those who trespassed 
to resolve these issues, 
they have continued to 
happen and we have been 
faced with expensive 
clean-up and legal costs.

“Currently the only 
powers that we have 
to manage illegal 
encampments is to issue 
48-hour eviction notices. 
Securing this injunction 
would give us much 
more power to resolve 

issues quickly.
“We would like to thank 

all the residents who 
have come forward to 
support our application 
by providing witness 
statements about the 
impact of illegal camps.”

Our Estates team have 
spent hours gathering 
witness statements and 
evidence to support the 
application.  

Birmingham City Council 
has already secured court 
orders banning travellers 
from four parks in the City. 

They include Perry Park, 
Selly Oak Park, Selly Park 
Recreation Ground and 
Hazelwell Park in Stirchley.

If you have questions 
about the injunction, 
please contact our 
Estates team by calling 
0300 333 6540 or email 
estateadmin@bvt.org.uk 
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Trust set to apply for 
special injunction 
to resolve illegal 
encampments 
An application for a special injunction to tackle 
trespassing and illegal encampments at two parks is set 
to be submitted following a spate of incidents.
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A mother-of-two who 
was made homeless 
after being forced to 
give up her job has 
become one of the first 
to move into a new 
development in Telford.  

Tina Hemmings was 
forced to give up work 
in a pub, and the flat that 
came with it, last year after 
having her second child.

The 26-year-old, 
her partner Daniel 
and two children, 
moved into temporary 
accommodation but 
were faced with a raft 
of problems. 

Now Tina and her family 
are facing a much brighter 
future after moving into 

one of the first homes 
to be completed on the 
Paddocks development  
in Lightmoor.

Tina said: “While we 
were grateful not to be 
homeless, the flat we 
were put in was tiny. It 
was difficult to get out 
on my own when Daniel 
was at work as I struggled 
to get the pram up and 
down the stairs.

“Now I feel a lot better. 
I love my new home 
and the area and we’re 
really looking forward to 
enjoying our new garden.”

The Paddocks will 
create 200 new homes, 
fifty of which will be for 
social rent.

From homeless to happy – 
Telford family become first 
to move into new homes

Tina Hemmings being presented with flowers from BVT Housing 
Officer Paula Millward

Changes to inView magazine – important notice 
We are making some significant changes to this magazine from the summer.
To find out more, please read the special message from the Editor on page 2. 
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Hello and welcome to the first issue 
of 2018 and the last in the current 
format.

After nearly four years of inView we have 
decided to change things up a little and here 
is why.

Last year, we carried out a questionnaire to 
gauge your interest in the newsletter. 

The survey provided some positive and 
interesting feedback. You told us that while 
you enjoy reading inView, money, and 
indeed the environment, could be saved 
by making it digital. You also told us that 
you would prefer to read more bespoke 
information tailored to you.  

As such, and in reaction to other factors 
like changes to data protection law, we have 
decided to create two different issues of the 
magazine from this summer.

The first will be an online newsletter for 
homeowners which you will be able to sign 
up to via our website, bvt.org.uk 

This newsletter will focus on content that is 
relevant to homeowners in Birmingham and 
Telford and will be issued four times a year 
via email. It will be fully mobile responsive 
too, meaning you can read it on a tablet or 

smart phone. 
If you are a BVT tenant, you will still receive 

a paper version of the magazine but with 
content that is specifically relevant to you. 
This newsletter will be a little smaller but 
packed full of interesting lifestyle articles, 
advice and content written by tenants. 

We will make sure that the paper version 
continues to be uploaded online too, so 
everyone can read it if they wish. 

There are lots of benefits to this approach 
and we hope that you will enjoy the more 
tailored communication that we will be 
sharing with you from July.

In the meantime, there is lots to enjoy in 
this issue of inView including an engaging 
column by BVT resident Lorraine Lawson.

For those of you who frequent our 
website, you will have seen that Lorraine 
has previously written a blog on her 
experience of meeting the former Housing 
Minister, Alok Sharma.   

In her inView column, Lorraine shares her 
advice and experience of looking for work 
over the age of 50. It’s very interesting, so 
don’t miss it on page 4. 

Also in this issue is news of a brand new 

community fund in Lawley, set up in memory 
of an inspirational resident who passed away 
from cancer.  

Working with Lawley residents, we have 
established the fund in memory of Eileen 
Hewer.

A keen community advocate, Eileen 
worked tirelessly to make sure residents’ 
voices in Lawley were heard, through 
her role as Chair of Lawley Community 
Association and as a member of the Lawley 
Village Management Committee. 

You can read more about Eileen and the 
fund on page 8. 

We also have updates on our digital 
training, a new text message feedback 
service for tenants who have had a repair 
from us and the new resident reps for the 
Estate Management and Scheme Committee 
who were voted for by you.

We hope you enjoy this issue and if you 
have any feedback on it, or a story to 
share, please do get in touch by emailing 
clairemorrall@bvt.org.uk or calling me on 
0300 333 6540.

Happy reading. 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE 
FROM THE EDITOR 

As you may be aware, last year the 
Government announced its plan to roll 
out a regional pilot of Voluntary Right to 

Buy in the Midlands.
This pilot is expected to start in the summer 

and will last for two years. At the moment, the 
Government has not provided details of the 
tenant eligibility criteria.

In the main though we expect that many of 
the homes that we own and manage will not 
be eligible to buy under the scheme. 

Ineligible homes may include our older 
properties bestowed for charitable purposes, 
homes built with no public subsidy and homes 
affected by specific planning covenants. 

There may also be other properties that 
are exempt for different reasons and each 
application will be managed on a case-by-
case basis.

If a tenant is eligible to purchase a home, 
but their current home is exempt from the 
scheme, there will be options available for BVT 
tenants interested in Voluntary Right to Buy 
to purchase an alternative property under the 
scheme, but please be aware this may not be 
in the Bournville area.

At BVT we have always been proud of our 
mixed community ethos, which dates all 
the way back to George Cadbury pepper-

potting rented and owned homes across the 
Bournville Estate.

This isn’t to say that helping people to own 
their own home is not important to us. 

We support affordable home ownership 
where we can by developing homes for 
shared ownership, most recently at a new 
development in Bournville in partnership with 

Crest Nicholson, and also within our new 
schemes in Telford.

We will continue to update you on 
Voluntary Right to Buy in this newsletter 
and on our website bvt.org.uk as more 
details emerge. 

You can also visit the Government’s website 
righttobuy.gov.uk for further information. 

Update on Voluntary Right to Buy
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Tell us about a repair at 
the touch of a button
Tenants in Birmingham and Telford will now 
be able to give their feedback on our repairs 
service at the touch of a button thanks to a 
new text message service.

We have introduced the service for tenants 
who have had a day-to-day repair or gas 
service at their home by our repairs service, 
Bournville PropertyCare.

The text service will send you a link to a 
survey on our website which will give you the 
chance to tell us how satisfied you are with 
the service from us. 

Every tenant who completes the survey will 
be entered into an annual prize draw to win 
£100 worth of shopping vouchers.

If you haven’t provided us with your mobile 
number and would like to opt into this, please 
email surveys@bvt.org.uk

Gardens to open to 
public for third year 
running
Gardens in Bournville will once again open 
up to the public this year as part of a national 
fundraising event.

Visitors are being offered the chance to take 
a rare peek behind six of the village’s most 
beautiful gardens in July to help raise money 
for charity.

The event will take place on Sunday 8th 
July as part of the National Gardens Scheme 
(NGS) and this year you can visit: 40 Middle 
Park Road, 103 Bournville Lane, 143 Oak Farm 
Road, 19 Green Meadow Road, 82 Hay Green 
Lane and 32 Knighton Road.

Combined admission is £6 for adults and 
children go free. Home-made teas and a 
free map / garden guide will be available at 
various locations on the day.

For further details, please visit www.ngs.org.
uk/?bf-garden=33349

Want to take part in 2019’s NGS event? 
Please email communityadmin@bvt.org.
uk or call us on 0300 333 6540 and ask for 
Theresa Gordon.

Visitors admire one of the gardens that has previously 
opened to the public

Rare photographs 
to be shown at Selly 
Manor Museum 
Rare photographs of Bournville and the 
stories behind them are to be revealed 
at a special heritage talk at Selly Manor 
Museum.

Bournville Society Chairman Bob Booth 
will host the talk which will take place on 5th 
July from 7pm-8.30pm at the museum on 
Maple Road. 

Tickets cost £5 per person and refreshments 
will also be served. To book tickets, please 
call Selly Manor Museum on 0121 472 0199 or 
email sellymanor@bvt.org.uk 

Summer events coming 
soon to Telford
Two fantastic summer events are set to be 
held in Lightmoor and Lawley villages this 
June and July.

On Saturday 23rd June, a fun-filled 
afternoon event complete with games, 
food stalls, and crafts will take place in 
Ligthtmoor from 12pm-3pm.

While on Saturday 14th July, Lawley 
will play host to a special village event 
where music will meet superheroes from 
2pm-9pm.

For details of both events, please keep 
checking the Lightmoor and Lawley 
Facebook pages.

Youngsters enjoying games at one of Lightmoor’s 
previous summer events

Lead thefts in the 
Bournville area
In January we received a number of reports 
of lead being taken from roofs and homes in 
the Bournville area.

In response we advised residents to be 
extra vigilant and to report any suspicious 
behaviour to the Police. 

If you have or are affected by a lead theft 
that results in a repair, please report it, along 
with your crime reference number, to us by 
calling 0300 333 6540.

For advice on crime prevention, please visit 
west-midlands.police.uk

Theresa Gordon, Community Services Co-ordinator at 
BVT, with past winner Sue Harris

Call out for nominees for 
Garden Award 
Residents in Birmingham and Telford are being 
encouraged to nominate themselves or fellow 
residents for a special garden award. 

The BVT Garden Award is presented to 
residents who go above and beyond to look after 
their gardens by meeting a specific standard. 

Residents, shopkeepers, schools, and 
others can enter the award in categories 
ranging from small garden and container 
garden to community garden, commercial 
garden and more. 

If successful, residents are presented with a 
plaque they can fix to the front of their home.

For more information, or to nominate yourself 
or a fellow resident, please contact Theresa 
Gordon by emailing communityadmin@bvt.org.
uk or call 0300 333 6540.

New trustee joins  
BVT board 
We have welcomed a new member to our board 
of trustees.

Councillor Peter Griffiths, who joined the 
board in January, brings many years’ experience 
in community work, including as a Community 
Social Worker, to the role.

Peter is also currently the City Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Homes and Housing. 

To find out more about our other trustees, 
please visit our website bvt.org.uk/our-
business/trustees

Cadbury awarded MBE 
for services to community
Philanthropist Jayne Cadbury has been 
recognised by the Queen for her services  
to Bournville. 

Jayne, who has lent her support to the 
Bournville Carillon and worked with Bournville 
Junior & Infants Schools, was awarded an MBE in 
this year’s New Year Honours for her services to 
philanthropy and the community in Bournville.

News in brief 
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In a series of new columns, written 
by BVT residents, Lorraine Lawson 
shares her tips on looking for work 

over the age of 50.
“Having started work at the age of 

sixteen, I soon realised that it was good 
to work alongside people from all age 
groups. My first boss was approaching 
retirement age and I was the youngest 
in the department. 

“Even though work and technology 
have both changed beyond all 
recognition over the last 20 years, I 
firmly believe that a healthy mix of 
age groups at work remains vital for 
the economy.

“So here are my three tips for the 50 
plus jobseeker:
1.  There are some unflattering 

perceptions of the older worker, 
don’t buy into them. Keep in mind 
that resilience and persistence are 
seen as excellent qualities by many 
employers. Remain optimistic, be 
willing to embrace change and 
showcase your strengths.

2.  You can unwittingly send smoke-

signals that give your age away 
but who cares? There are plenty of 
online tips about concealing your 
age from CVs and job applications, 
but why should you? The only people 
concerned about your age are the 
employers who don’t want to hire 
older candidates. Don’t be tempted 
to hide your light under a bushel.

3.  The jobs market is shifting, 
familiarise yourself with the latest 
trends. Long-term employment is in 
decline while short-term contracts 
are rising. Don’t limit yourself to 
looking for a permanent job. Be 
more proactive in your job search. 
Think about working freelance or 
offering your services for a fixed-
term period. And, perhaps most 
importantly, top up your digital 
skills on a regular basis to boost 
your employability.”

Are you a BVT tenant? Would 
you like to write a column for this 
magazine? Contact Editor Claire 
Morrall by emailing clairemorrall@bvt.
org.uk or call 0300 333 6540.

Looking for work over the age of 50 

The resident reps who will join a 
committee that plays a vital role in 
protecting Bournville’s open spaces can 
now be revealed.

We are pleased to announce that Bill 
Rice and Alan Drabble will become 
the Bournville reps on our Estate 
Management and Scheme Committee.

Jennifer Shardlow has also been 
selected to represent Shenley on the 
Committee which meets four times  
a year.

The Committee plays a vital role in 
maintaining and protecting open spaces 
across our estates in Birmingham.

They give feedback on policies, 
consider issues related to the 
management charge and listen 
to appeals about applications for 
alterations to homes.

Bill and Alan were voted in at elections 
at Bournville Village Council’s Annual 
Public Meeting on Sunday 21st January.

Jennifer has lived in Shenley for 43 
years while Bill, who was a member of 
Bournville Village Council for 33 years, 
has lived in the village for 45 years.

Alan is an active member of the 
Bournville Society (current vice-
Chairman) and a member of Bournville 
Gentle Cycling.

Bill, Alan and Jennifer will join resident 
rep Sharon Yeomans who represents 
Weoley on the group. 

And the votes are in…  
new resident reps revealed

New reps Jennifer Shardlow and 
Bill Rice (right)

Are you feeling inspired to get 
involved with BVT? Please visit our 
website bvt.org.uk/our-communities/
get-involved-with-bvt or call our 
Community team on 0300 333 6540 
to find out more. 
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Before you sit 
down to make 
a claim for 

Universal Credit online 
you will need to make 
sure you have all the 
following information 
to hand. 

If you have a 
partner, you will 
also need the same 
information for them. 
• Proof of ID
•  National Insurance 

Number
•  Email address - if you 

don’t have one, you 
WILL need one 

•  Telephone number 
and address

• Landlord details
•  The EXACT amount 

of rent you pay
•  Bank details - if you 

don’t have a bank 
account, you WILL 
need one

•  Details of any savings 
you have

•  Full details of your 
salary or income from 
benefits

•  If you have children, 
you will need their 
details, Child Benefit 
number and details 
(i.e. address and 
registration number) 
of any childcare 
providers you use.
New claims for 

Universal Credit have 
to be made online 
at gov.uk/apply-
universal-credit. If you 
need help with this, 
you can contact the 
Government’s helpline 
on 0345 600 0723.

If you have a general 
question, or are 
struggling financially, 
please contact our 
Welfare Officer in 
Birmingham by calling 
0300 333 6540 or if 
you live in

Telford, please call 
our Income team on 
01952 293 777.

Your cut 
out and 
keep 
guide to 
Universal 
Credit 
claims 

Worried about 
managing your 
benefits online? 
Read this!
This year we are working to help 
as many BVT tenants as possible to 
feel more confident online.

In January, we contacted every 
tenant in Birmingham who is 
currently claiming benefits to 
find out what sort of support 
they may need. 

As the information comes back, 
we will talk to those of you who 
told us that you may need help 
and look at the best way forward.

Jess Allan, Community 
Development Manager at BVT, 

said: “There are a number of ways 
we can help you, so please make 
sure you don’t miss out and get in 
touch if you haven’t already.

“If you feel unsure about how 
to manage your Universal Credit 
claim online or how to use 
other online systems like Homes 
Direct, please call us on 0300 
333 6540 and ask to make an 
appointment with a member of 
our Community team.”

Our popular digital advice drop-
in sessions at Shenley Court Hall, 

200 Green Meadow Road, will also 
continue every Tuesday 10am-
12pm during school term time. 

They are open to any resident 
who needs digital advice and 
are staffed by Carole Lowe, from 
our Community team, and very 
knowledgeable volunteers.

Fircroft College also provide 
digital evenings and ICT courses, 
some of which are free if you are 
in receipt of certain benefits. For 
more information, please call the 
College on 0121 472 0116. 

Resident receiving help from a volunteer at Shenley Court Hall



inView6 SPRING 2018

ANNUAL CHARGE AND ESTATE SERVICES SPECIAL

Whether you live in 
Birmingham or Telford, it 
is important that you are 

aware of the services you receive 
from us in return for the annual 
charge that you pay.

If you live in the Bournville Scheme 
of Management or in Lawley or 
Lightmoor villages, you will soon get 
an annual statement along with a 
summary of the services you receive 
from us in the post.  

Ahead of this, and in response to 
feedback from the Scrutiny Panel – 
made up of BVT residents – we have 
put together this special double page 
spread explaining more.

What is the charge spent on?
The money that you pay through 

your annual charge is spent on a 
range of BVT services, some of which 
you can read about on these pages.

These services are vitally important 
as they help to protect and maintain 
the things that set the communities 
that we manage, and you live in, 

apart from others. For example, in 
Bournville there are 11 parks and 
areas of open space, eight of which 
are managed by BVT. The charge can 
also cover staffing costs, insurances 
and legal fees.

How is the charge calculated?
In Lawley and Lightmoor, the 

annual charge is the total cost of 
running services and building a 
wear and tear fund divided by the 
number of households in the village. 
In Lawley all households, regardless 
of tenure, pay exactly the same 
amount. In Lightmoor, there are 
two different charges depending 
on whether you have a courtyard or 
shared area. In Bournville, we were 
granted statutory powers nearly 
50 years ago to levy a charge on 
households and this increases in 
line with the National Joint Council 
(NJC) rate each year. 

How can I pay the charge?
The easiest way to pay your charge 

is to set up a direct debit, which 
you can do by calling our Customer 
Services team on 0300 333 6540. 

You can also pay by cheque, over 
the phone or by visiting our website 
bvt.org.uk/your-bvt/make-a-
payment

Why do I pay council tax and a 
charge to BVT?

Council tax pays for services 
provided across a whole borough, 
including waste disposal, police, 
fire, social services and much 
more. The charge you pay to us is 
focused on services specifically for 
residents in the communities that 
we manage.  

The charge allows us to provide 
an enhanced service, over and 
above what you would normally 
receive. For example, more litter 
picking and grounds maintenance.  
In Lightmoor and Lawley villages, 
the charge also pays for community 
activities that help to create a 
flourishing community.  

What your charge pays for

In return for the charge that 
you pay to us, we work hard 
all year round to make sure 
the areas we manage and 
own look their best.

Our landscape service, 
Bournville Village Landscapes 
(BVL), is responsible for doing 
this in Birmingham and Telford. 

In Birmingham, we cut 
500,000 sq. metres of grass 
twice a month from April to 
October, and once in March 
and November.  We also trim 
over 14 miles of hedges a 

Maintaining and 
protecting open spaces

An area within the Bournville Scheme of Management

If you have any questions about the annual charge in Birmingham or Telford, please call us on  
0300 333 6540 or email enquiries@bvt.org.uk
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ANNUAL CHARGE AND ESTATE SERVICES SPECIAL

year, empty litter bins, plant 
new trees, pick litter and 
much more. 

In Lightmoor, we cut over 
757,000 sq. metres of grass 
at least twice a month from 
April to October and once in 
March and November.  We 
also trim hedges, collect 
litter, remove weeds and 
more.  In Lawley, we pick 
litter, maintain flower beds, 
shrubs and trees, cut grass, 
supply road salt and storage 
bins to courtyards and more. 

You tell us that protecting the appearance of where 
you live is important, after all it is what sets your 
village apart from others.  

Take for example the beautiful conservation area of 
Bournville and the wonderful arts and craft houses 
developed by George Cadbury. 

Our Estates team is responsible for making sure 
that your neighbourhood keeps its special character. 
They use legal powers granted to us to maintain and 
preserve the look of your village. 

In Bournville, Lightmoor and Lawley, we:
•  Process applications for alterations to homes, 

making sure that they meet the criteria set out in our 
Design Guides  

•  Work with residents who breach covenants to 
remedy them before they have a negative impact on 
the area

•  Make changes to Design Guides in response to your 
feedback and other factors, such as the introduction 
of wheelie bins. 

Maintaining and 
protecting open spaces

A staff member in Lightmoor 
mowing grass

A member of BVL cutting 
hedges in Birmingham

Managing your 
neighbourhood

Members of the Estates team in Birmingham

Members of the Community team in Telford at a summer event in Lawley

As well as providing an estate service, we also offer lots of 
opportunities for you to get involved in what we do. 

In Telford the charge that you pay covers the cost of our 
dedicated Community team which provide this service in a 
way that is tailored to your village. 

In Bournville, the charge you pay does not cover the cost 
of the work of our Community team.

In Bournville, Lawley and Lightmoor, we:
•  Develop opportunities for you to get involved with our 

work, be it coming to a formal meeting or giving us 
feedback via email

•  Organise a range of events and projects in your area that 
help create community spirit and togetherness 

•  Support and work with partners, like Shropshire Wildlife 
Trust and the award-winning Busy Parents Network, to 
provide activities where you live.

Involving you in 
what we do

Staff at Bournville’s recent 
Christmas Festival
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You 
said we 

did

You said: “We want it to be 
easier to find information 
about the management 
charges, and services for 
home owners, on the  
BVT website.”

In this newsletter, we’ll tell 
you how we’re improving 
our services in response to 
your feedback.

We did: “Following feedback from the Scrutiny Panel, 
we have now introduced a new ‘homeowners’ section 
on the website bvt.org.uk/our-homes/home-owners 
– which explains more about our responsibilities as a 
service provider and yours as a homeowner. There is 
also information about buying your freehold, making 
alterations to your home and subletting.”

BVT is taking a new approach 
to supporting tenants to 
manage their rent accounts 

in response to the introduction of a 
new benefit.

Universal Credit full service 
was rolled out in Birmingham in 
November and a number of tenants 
are finding it more difficult to 
manage their rent accounts. 

The change also poses challenges 
for us as we work with tenants who 
may fall behind with their rent. 

Arthur Tsang, Head of Housing 
and Customer Services in 
Birmingham, said: “Falling behind 
on your rent can put you at risk 
of losing your home. We are 
committed to making sure this is 
a last resort and in order to do this 
it is essential that rent payments 
are always your first priority.” 

Our new approach to helping you 
to manage your rent account will 
put the focus on rent being your 
responsibility. 

It will aim to support all tenants 

to get and keep rent accounts at 
least one month ahead of current 
rent payments.

Arthur, added: “Whether you 
get Housing Benefit, Universal 
Credit or are paying your rent in 
full, by having your account ahead 
it creates a ‘buffer’ to protect 
you if there is a change in your 
circumstances or you experience 
financial difficulties.  

“It’s these changes that can 
result in a rent account falling 
behind, which ultimately could 
risk your tenancy. It also helps us 
to continue to deliver our services 
by reducing the impact of rent 
arrears.”

Universal Credit full service will 
be rolled out in Telford from July.

If you have questions or concerns 
about the change, or are struggling 
financially, please contact 
our Welfare Reform Officer in 
Birmingham on 0300 333 6540 or 
if you live in Telford, please call our 
Income team on 01952 293 777.

Lawley residents will be 
able to apply for grants for 
community projects thanks 
to a fund set up in memory of 
an inspirational woman who 
passed away from cancer.  

We have worked with 
Lawley residents to establish 
the community fund in 
memory of Eileen Hewer, who 
lost her battle with breast 
cancer 15 months ago.

A keen community 
advocate, Eileen worked 
tirelessly to make sure 
residents’ voices in Lawley 
were heard, through her role as Chair 
of Lawley Community Association 
and as a member of the Lawley Village 
Management Committee. 

In her professional life she was also 
a pioneering figure in the world of 
science, in particular cytology which 
studies the body’s cells.

In recognition of her contribution 
to residents’ lives in Lawley, BVT will 
administer grants to fund projects or 

activities that boost the area.
Fleur Hemming, Community 

Development and Involvement 
Manager at BVT, said: “Anyone in the 
village will be able to apply for money 
from the fund to support projects or 
activities that make a difference to the 
community. We think it will be a very 
fitting way to cherish Eileen’s memory.”

For more information about the fund 
and how to apply, please contact Fleur 
by emailing fleurhemming@bvt.org.uk

Supporting you to manage 
your rent account 

Fund set up in memory of 
inspirational Lawley resident 

Lawley will benefit from new fund
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We are legally required to carry out a gas 
safety check in each of our rented homes with 
a gas supply every year. 

This means we can be flexible about when 
your gas service is done within the 12 month 
anniversary of your last service. 

However, we can’t allow more than 12 
months between safety checks. 

Each year we will give you an appointment 
which our Gas Servicing team is happy to 
change if the date isn’t convenient. You can do 
this by calling us on 0300 333 6540 and select 
option 3 (gas servicing). 

The reason why gas is treated so seriously 
compared to all other aspects of a home is 
quite simple; significant numbers of people are 
still hurt in their homes every year because of 
faulty appliances. 

Andrew Griffiths, Performance & Business 
Improvement Project Officer at BVT, said: 

“Carrying out an annual check significantly 
reduces the possibility of you being hurt, 
which is why it is essential that you don’t miss 
your appointment.  

“Even with an annual programme of safety 
checks, you should always remain vigilant to 
potential signs of a problem and know how to 
act on them.”

Mains gas supplied in the UK has a distinct 
aroma that most people recognise as gas. 

Should you ever detect this smell in or 
around your home, there are a few things you 
should and shouldn’t do:
•  Put out any sources of ignition and do  

not smoke
• Turn off the gas supply if you are able to
•  Ventilate your home, open all the doors and 

windows to let the gas out
•  Do not use any light switches (on or off) or 

intercom systems. The smallest spark could 
cause an ignition.

• Step outside to use your mobile phone
•  Call CADENT (formerly National Grid UK) 

which has an emergency line 0800 111 999 
that you can call 24 hours a day

•  You should also notify us in the usual way 
that a gas repair may be necessary.
For further advice on gas safety, please  

visit Gas Safe Register’s website 
gassaferegister.co.uk

Gas checks keep you safe 

It was opened by George Cadbury Junior 
in 1928 to promote relaxation and good 
health amongst residents of his father’s 
garden village.  

Fast forward 90 years and Weoley Hill 
Bowling Club is still going strong, with 
90 members ranging from 12 years old  
to 90. 

To mark the special anniversary, the Club 
is set to welcome Duncan Cadbury, Chair of 
BVT, to unveil a commemorative plaque at a 
celebratory event in April. 

But before then, members of the Bowling 
Club have opened up their archives to share 
some of their fantastic photographs with us.

Included in the collection are pictures of 
George Cadbury Junior bowling the first 
wood, members marking the end of WW2 
and the Club’s first minute book.

They offer a fascinating insight into a 
Club which has seen many changes in its 
90 year history.

Liz Edwards, who has been a member for 

over 30 years, has witnessed the evolution 
of the Club including the full inauguration of 
women members in 1993.

“Until the early 90’s, women could play as 
associated members but not be full members 
of the Club,” said Liz.

“It was a male dominated place when I 
joined and men would shout ‘men only’ 
if you passed the green when they were 
playing. Now there are nearly more women 
than men.”

Brian Garner, Chairman of the Club, 
which plays in the Over 60s South West 
Birmingham League, says its continued 
success is down to much more than 
good bowls.

“The dedication of the Club’s committee 
and the support of every member is why we 
have been going so long,” he said.

“Through the winter, when we can’t play, 
we bring members together through social 
events. The club is a haven for people on 
their own, men and women, and there’s a 
great sense of camaraderie.” 

So for those inspired to take up bowls, 
what is the key to becoming an expert 
player? Liz has the answer.

“It’s all about line, length and luck,” 
she laughs.

Keep bowling, bowling, bowling! Bowling 
club celebrates 90th anniversary

Faulty gas appliances can be dangerous

George Cadbury Junior bowling the first wood in 1928

Members of the Club today

The Club’s first minute book
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Award-winning Selly Manor Museum, 
founded over 100 years ago by George 
Cadbury, has been awarded a £14,000 

Heritage Lottery Fund grant to help protect 
its future.

The Museum in Bournville will use the 
money to develop a new five year business 
plan which will aim to introduce a whole 
new generation of visitors to the venue.

It will also use the Heritage Lottery Fund 
grant, made possible by money raised by 
National Lottery players, to develop an 
income and fundraising plan and launch a 
volunteer programme.

Gillian Ellis, Heritage Manager at Selly 
Manor Museum, said: “Over the last three 
years we have seen our visitor numbers and 
school visits increase year-on-year which 
we are obviously very pleased about.

“However, like many museums in the West 
Midlands we are faced with the challenge 
of generating more income to cover 
increasing costs and operating with less 
external funding.

“This much-welcomed grant will help 

us to develop a number of plans that will 
make the museum more sustainable and 
financially resilient so that we can have a 
strong and successful future for another 
100 years.”

Steve McCabe, MP for Birmingham Selly 
Oak, said: “I want to congratulate the team 
at Selly Manor on securing this fantastic 
funding opportunity. This vital funding will 
be spent on projects which focus on making 
Selly Manor Museum more sustainable and 
financially resilient.

“I am really pleased to hear that this work 
can now go ahead and hope that it will 
ensure Selly Manor Museum can continue 
to be enjoyed by members of the public for 
generations to come.”

Selly Manor Museum is one of 
Birmingham’s most historic visitor 
attractions and welcomes thousands 
of people, including school children, 
every year.

To find out more about what’s on at the 
Museum, please visit sellymanormuseum.
org.uk

Museum wins 
National Lottery 
support to protect 
its future

A former ‘Land Girl’ who worked at 
Cadbury’s for nearly 40 years has marked 
reaching her 100th birthday.

Minnie Catherine Brettle, who has lived 
at Rowheath House for four years after 
moving from her home in Mary Vale 
Road, turned 100 on 27th March.

The centurion celebrated with a special 
party attended by friends, family and 
BVT’s Chair, Duncan Cadbury, who 
presented Minnie with flowers.

Minnie, who was born in Stirchley, 
said: “How did I reach 100? Well it just 
happened. I make sure I eat regular meals 
with plenty of vegetables and I used to 
do a lot of gardening. I also try to join in 
activities here at Rowheath when I can.”

One of six siblings, Minnie worked on 
mouldings at the Cadbury factory from 
the age of 14 until she retired.

During the war, she served in the 
Women’s Land Army in Evesham and on 
the Isle of Scilly.  She has four nieces and 
a nephew.  

Steve McCabe MP for Birmingham Selly Oak, Gillian Ellis (Heritage Manager at the Museum), Mary Johns (Education 
and Events Officer at the Museum) and Peter Roach (Chief Executive of BVT)

Minnie Brettle, with a portrait of her grandmother, 
who recently celebrated her 100th birthday

Minnie 
marks 100th 
milestone
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April

Saturday 14th April: 
The Big Bake (bake-off 
competition, cake sale, children’s 
craft activities and fundraising 
event), Stirchley Baths, Bournville 
Lane, B30 2JT. 12.30pm-5pm. 
For details, please contact the 
venue on 0121 464 9072 or email 
hello@stirchleybaths.org

Saturday 14th April: 
Down on the Farm (meet Farmer 
Fraser and his lovely farm animals 
plus take part in crafts, a trail, 
storytelling and more), Selly Manor 
Museum, Maple Road, Bournville, B30 
2AE. 10am –12.30pm or 1.30pm – 
4pm. Booking essential. Adults and 
children £5 per person, family (2+2) 
£15, under 1’s free. To book, please 
call 0121 472 0199.

Saturday 21st April (and every third 
Saturday of the month): 
Coffee Morning, Weoley Castle 
Library, 76 Beckbury Road, Weoley 
Castle, B29 5HR. 10.30am-11.30am. 
Free. For more information, please 
contact the Library on 0121 464 
1664 or email weoley.castle.library@
birmingham.gov.uk

Thursday 26th April: 
Sin in the City – Heritage Talk (join 
living history experts as they delve into 
the murky underworld of Elizabethan 
London), Selly Manor Museum, Maple 
Road, Bournville, B30 2AE. From 7pm. 
Booking essential. £7.50 per person, 
Over 16’s only. To book, please call 
0121 472 0199.

Friday 27th April (and every Friday):
Stirchley Parent & Toddlers, Stirchley 
Baths, Bournville Lane, B30 2JT. 
10am-12pm

May

Tuesday 1st May:
Tea and Tots – Ice Cream Farm visit, 
Ice Cream Farm, Lightmoor. 9am-
3pm. For more information, and to 
book your place, please call BVT’s
Community team on 01952 898 524 or 
email events@bvt.org.uk

Tuesday 8th May 
(and every Tuesday):
Under Fives Storytime at Stirchley 
Library, Stirchley Library, Bournville 
Lane, Stirchley, B30 2JT. 9:45am 
to 10:15am. Free. For more 
information, please contact 
Stirchley Library on  
0121 464 1534 or email stirchley.
library@birmingham.gov.uk.

Monday 28th May (until 3rd June):
Pirate Week! (Pirate-themed craft 
activities, treasure hunt and games), 
Selly Manor Museum, Maple Road, 
Bournville, B30 2AE.
10am – 5pm. Adults £4, concessions 
£3, children £2, family (2+3) £12.

Tuesday 29th May: 
Gruffalo Trail, Lawley Community 
Garden, Lawley. 1pm-3pm. For 
more information, please call BVT’s 
Community team on 01952 898 524 or 
email events@bvt.org.uk

June

Monday 4th June: 
New Lightmoor Residents Welcome 
Meeting, Oak Tree Centre, Lightmoor. 
6pm-7.30pm. For more information, 
please call BVT’s Community team on 
01952 898 524 or email events@bvt.org.uk 

Saturday 16th June: 
The House of Chocolate (chocolate-
themed storytelling, art and craft 
activities, performances and 
demonstrations), Selly Manor Museum, 
Maple Road, Bournville, B30 2AE. 
10am-1pm or 1.30pm-4.30pm. 
Booking essential. Adults and children 
£4.50 per person.

Tuesday 19th June (and every Tuesday): 
Craft Group - All Knitting and Sewing, 
Weoley Castle Library, 76 Beckbury 
Road, Weoley Castle, B29 5HR. 2pm-
3.30pm. Free. For more information, 
please contact Weoley Castle Library 
on 0121 464 1664 or email weoley.
castle.library@birmingham.gov.uk

What’s on – Calendar of Events 
The latest events happening across Birmingham and Shropshire. 

*Please note that BVT do not endorse any events, services or activities provided by third parties and published in this newsletter. Please contact 
venues/organisations direct for details* 
For the latest events and activities for where you live, visit our Facebook page.
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To be in with the chance of winning a £20 Love to Shop voucher, which can be redeemed at 
over 130 leading stores, complete the Quiz and return your answers to: Bournville Village 
Trust, C/O Claire Morrall, 350 Bournville Lane, Bournville, Birmingham, B30 1QY or email 
InView@bvt.org.uk –with subject header ‘Quiz’ by Wednesday 30th May 2018. All correct 
entries will be placed into a prize draw with one winner chosen at random.

1: Margherita, Hawaiian and marinara are all varieties of what food? 

2: Which novelist wrote the books Sense and Sensibility and Mansfield Park? 

3: In which Russian city would you find Saint Basil’s Cathedral and Gorky Park?  

4: Snowy, barred, and long-eared are species of what bird? 

5: Which Stoke born performer has scooped the most Brit Awards to date? 

6:  Which English actor is best known for his roles in TV series Happy Valley,  
Grantchester and McMafia?  

7: How many nations participated in this year’s Winter Olympics? 

8: Which superhero film franchise stars characters Wolverine and Rogue?

9: This year will mark the 100th anniversary of women being able to do what?  

10:  You’ll find the answer to the next question in this newsletter… 
Weoley Hill Bowling Club is celebrating what anniversary? 

To be in with the chance of winning a £20 Love 
to Shop voucher, which can be redeemed at over 
130 leading stores, complete the wordsearch 
and return to: Bournville Village Trust, C/O 
Claire Morrall, 350 Bournville Lane, Bournville, 
Birmingham, B30 1QY by Wednesday 30th May 
2018. All correct entries will be placed into a prize 
draw with one winner chosen at random.

1: Cheesecake
2: Battenberg
3: Brownie
4: Doughnut 
5: Cupcake
6: Fruitcake

7: Gingerbread
8: Muffin
9: Pancake 
10: Panettone 
11: Pavlova 
12: Tiramisu

QUIZ

Wordsearch

If you require the information in this newsletter in a different language, large print or braille, please call 
0300 333 6540 or email  enquiries@bvt.org.uk

U N P A N E T T O N E Z V A Z

B C N D Z Z K R S S Y V S V G

A Q M O O N H A E L I N G O P

U M Q U X U O M C K C R R L I

F B M H O Q G A U E A V E V A

T D H H H C Z H L D S C B A Q

D A E R B R E G N I G E N P L

T E K A C P U C B U K A E A U

I U X I A V N R S A T M T H P

R I W W K I O S C M A F T S C

A Q P S F W Q T W E I C A W C

M A W F N C I I X R Q U B L S

I R U I L U P B P F T H Z U B

S M E U R M P A U X L K Y T B

U E D F A Y W M Z M H N M L C

350 Bournville Lane, Bournville, Birmingham, B30 1QY 
Cherry Tree House, 1 Lightmoor Way, Lightmoor Village, Telford, TF4 3TX
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