
 
 

 

   

 

FOCUS ON WEOLEY HILL BONFIRE: PAST, 
PRESENT AND FUTURE OR REMINISCENCES 
OF A PYROMANIAC! 
 

Over 30 years ago the Social Committee of the Village 
Council decided to hold a small firework display on the 
shale tennis courts at the back of the Village Hall.  The 
‘culprit’ in charge of firing off his own ‘£50 box of Brocks’ 
and other residents’ fireworks, to everyone’s delight, was 
none other than a ‘young’ John Wilson, the same sober 
man who now heads the wine circle! 
 

The following year the event was repeated, and a bonfire 
built with requests for suitable bonfire material to be 
brought down to the Parkway the week before the event.  
A collection service was also offered.  The grass area 
outside the Village Hall was scattered with piles of 
branches, pruning’s, waste wood and bags of leaves.  
Because of a possible fire risk, teams of volunteers were 
set up to watch the wood each evening in case of 
vandalism.  The bonfire was built on the Friday before the 
event and with a better firework display, refreshments were 
also sold.  Thus, a tradition was begun. 
 

Subsequent years saw the Scout Group, who had access 
to a large parent body, take over the running of the event 
with the Village Council providing hot drinks and soup.  
The Scout Group funded the fireworks which were now 
being purchased from Kimbolton Fireworks who 
manufactured and supplied large display fireworks such as 
mortar fired star shells and large Roman Candles as well 
as giving training for display teams. 
 

In those days the organisation of the bonfire and the 
firework display fell on the shoulders of the fund-raising co-
ordinator and supporters of the Scout Group, including a 
barbecue, purchase of potatoes, sausages, and burgers 
and rotas for fire watching, cooking and marshalling the 
event, setting up and clearing away.  Daphne Wilson did 
this for many years with great success, giving up a day’s 
holiday, as did the fire building volunteers.  
Continued on Page 2 
 

DECEMBER SNOW IN WEOLEY HILL 
Over nine inches of snow fell in Weoley Hill 
just before Christmas in 2017.  Roads were 
covered and transport halted for a day.  
Temperatures plummeted to –7C at night just 
in time for the school holidays.   Lots of 
snowmen appeared and even an igloo and a 
snow-block Stonehenge.  The tallest structure 
was built on the island in Witherford Way—
well done to all. The last of the snow 
disappeared on 1st January but here are 
some pictures sent to WHVNews.  

Bournville Green prior to the Carol Service on 
Christmas Eve.  The annual Carol Service on the Green 
raised £4,100 for local charities, well done to all those 
volunteers who made it such an enjoyable occasion. 
Photo: Michael Humphreys 



 
 

 

W E O L E Y  H I L L  V I L L A G E  N E W S  E D I T O R I A L  T E A M  
 

Robert Booth, Theresa Mitchell, Rosemary Hay and Alan Moody  
 

The team acknowledges the invaluable help given by proof readers and all the contributors   
 

 

Please send articles for the next edition by email to  cadamservices@btopenworld.com  
or ridgway442@btinternet.com 

  

The team takes this opportunity to send a warm welcome to all new residents of Weoley Hill 

Alan Moody Chairman,  
Hall Management Team,  
WHVNews delivery Team,  

Cp4so Rep, 475 7682 

Sharon Yeomans Estate Management  
and Scheme Rep 475 9890 

Ann Belsey Hall Manager, Hall Management 
Team 07809 640080 

Mick Danks Hall Management Team, 
WHVNews delivery Team  476 8288 

Rosemary Hay Badminton Rep,  
Hall Management Team,  

WHVNews delivery Team  472 0674 
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WEOELY HILL BONFIRE  

 

Bonfire continued form page 1 
From its humble beginnings over 30 years ago, bonfire night has gone on to become a traditional event in the 
Valley Parkway.  Today the bonfire takes place with the consent of Bournville Village Trust (BVT).  It is organised 
jointly by the Bonfire Committee of Weoley Hill Cricket Club, Scout Group and the Village Council.  “Smoky” 
bonfires are a thing of the past with a lorry load of dry wooden pallets being delivered on the day; food and drink 
being served up from a first-class barbecue and a grand firework display fired by a professional firework company.  
The event is self-funded with any surplus used for the development of junior cricket, scout activity and other 
community events.   
 

Public safety is always of prime concern, in fact, Colin Lavery, Fire Safety Consultant, in his report last year, stated 
‘…that the changes the Committee had made greatly improved the safety of the public and the Committee should 
be congratulated for their pro-active measures’. 
 

What of the future?  Over the last 30 years bonfire night in Weoley Hill has changed and in some ways changed 
quite dramatically.  However, there has always been and always will be a common link, in that it will only take place 
with the permission of BVT and the involvement of the local residents.  This year the Village Council will chair the 
Bonfire Committee and looks forward to welcoming as many volunteers as possible to help steward the event on 
Saturday the 3rd November.  If you can help in any way please contact the Chairman Alan Moody on 01214757682 
or email alan.moody@hotmail.co.uk 

Wiebina Heesterman, Environment,  
WHVNews delivery Team    475 6967 

Ralph Lawson Tennis Club Rep, Council 
Treasurer, Hall Management Team,  

WHVNews delivery Team   475 4175 
Tessa Mitchell Secretary,  

WHVNews delivery Team  News Team 472 6383 
Richard Trengrouse  Conservation Zoning,  

WHVNews delivery Team  258 2256 
Yvonne Wallis Hall Management Treasurer,  

WHVNews delivery Team  476 9139 
Spencer Webb Vice Chair, Street Association 
Rep, WHVNews delivery Team  07973 636197 

W E O L E Y  H I L L  V I L L A G E  C O U N C I L  M E M B E R S  

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
BOURNVILLE VILLAGE TRUST  
PERMISSION  
FOR ALTERATIONS 

 
Please note there have been recent  
revisions to BVT’s Design Guide 
all residents are invited to  
consider the same  
via www.bvt.org.uk 

TREE 
REMOVAL 

Prior 
consent 

from BVT is 
required 

before any 
tree is 

removed 
from the 

front or rear 
of a 

property 

Omission from the Autumn Edition 
Thanks are due to Carole Lowe, Community Development  

Assistant at BVT for designing the cover of the last  
edition of WHVNews promoting the Bonfire. 

BRYONY HOUSE 
Residential care home based in 
Bryony Road needs VOLUNTEERS 
to enrich the lives of their residents. 
 

Do you have a couple of hours to 
spare regularly to chat, read, play 
board games, do crosswords, 
crafts, computer skills, outings, 
music, pets, etc. or to help the staff 
in the laundry, clerically, in 
reception, at teatime, with hair, 
nails, etc. then we would like to 
hear from you.  
 

For more information please call 
Cathy Butt on 01214712117 
www.bryonyhouse.co.uk  



 
 

 

  
 

  
 

 

E veryone can keep up to date with what’s going on in the Weoley area now by visiting 
www.weoleyhillvillagenews.wordpress.com and sign up for the blog.  You can contribute to the 
blog if you deliver activities or events in Weoley.  This Weoley Village Newsletter can be read 

online via BVT’s website https://www.bvt.org.uk/news-and-events/weoley-hill-village-newsletter-out-now 

WEOLEY HILL’S BLOG 
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WHEELIE BINS AND GARDEN WASTE NEWS 
If you would like a free wheelie bin sticker ‘20mph Slower is 
Safer’ to show your support for the reduced speed limits, 
please email connected@birmingham.gov.uk 
 

Use your garden waste wheelie bin or sack for grass, 
hedge clippings, plants, weeds, leaves, bush prunings, tree 
prunings (smaller than 5cm or 2 inches in dia).  Do not use 
your garden waste bin /sack for: stones, soil, bricks, rubble, 
Japanese Knotweed, plastics, metals, chemicals, treated 
wood, used tea bags, cooked meat, vegetables, fruit, pet 
bedding or faeces.  Please don’t overfill your garden waste 
bin leaving the bin lid open.  The collection vehicle can’t 
empty your bin correctly and as a result your bin will be 
tagged and left uncollected. Present by 6am on collection 
day and no earlier than 3:30pm the day before collection.   

 CASTLE ARTS SOCIETY 
 

Castle Art Society is a very friendly group of people who 
enjoy painting in various mediums.  We meet on Friday 
mornings, 10am to 1pm in Weoley Hill Village Hall (off 
Middle Park Rd) Selly Oak B29 4AR.  
On eight occasions each year we invite professional 
artists to demonstrate their art skills on the first Friday of 
the month, for which visitors are welcome at a small 
charge of £4 which includes tea/coffee and biscuits.  
Our programme for 2018 as follows:  
April 13th  Richard Crabtree—Landscape in Oil 
May 4th  AGM 
June 1st  Deborah Morris-Landscape in Pastel 
July 6th  Charles Bezzina—Abstract in Acrylic 
No Demonstration in August 
Sept 7th  Christine Adams- Flowers in Watercolour 
Oct 5th  Lyn Davies - MODERN abstract in acrylic 
Nov 2nd  Gerald Porter - Art Kure Pens 

 

Weoley Hill Village News in full colour and large print:  
www.bvt.org.uk/news-and-events/weoley-hill-village-news   

WEOLEY HILL WINE CIRCLE 2018-19 
 

Enjoy wines and socialise at Weoley Hill Village Hall, 7.15pm 
 

24th March—The Loire,  12th May—South Africa,  
14th July—Italian islands and food,   
15th September—tba with Wine expert and writer Laura Clay 
24th November—Portugal,    
19th January 2019  - AGM and California 

We are holding our art exhibition this year, 3rd to 8th 
September at St Nicolas Place, The Green, Kings 

Norton. All are welcome.  Free entry.  
 

More information: Secretary, Lilian Woolhouse 453 9458 

FOR NEW TREE ISSUES CONTACT Amey  
If you would like to get in touch please contact our 
customer service centre on: t: +44 (0) 800 521 660 
https://www.amey.co.uk/contact-us/  



 
 

 

Look after your eyes! 
 

A professional sight care service for all the family. 
We are part of the Birmingham & Black Country  

Diabetic Eye Screening Service. 
Free Contact Lens Trial available 

Try our wide range of budget to designer frames and get 
our best advice on lenses, tints and coatings. 

 

Williams Optometrist 
 

8A Oak Tree Lane, Selly Oak B29 6HX 
0121 472 0211  www.williams-optometrists.co.uk 

If you would like to advertise in WHVN 
please contact Alan Moody  on 475 7682 

 alan.moody@hotmail.co.uk 

 

PLEASE MENTION WEOLEY HILL VILLAGE NEWS  
WHEN CONTACTING OUR ADVERTISERS 

S & A Rossiter  
Traditional Family Butcher 
 

Birmingham’s First Registered Organic 
Butcher 
Gold Award Winning Sausage 
 
 

Tel/Fax 0121 458 1598 
www.organic-butcher.co.uk 
247 Maryvale Road 
Bournville 

Licence No.R6327 
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Bournville Heritage Open Day  
On 9th September 2017 BVT provided an 
opportunity to see some of Bournville’s hidden 
treasures and it was all free. BVT staff and 
volunteers hosted over 1500 visitors at various 
locations, including Fircroft and Woodbrooke, 
from as far afield as Romania, Italy and the USA. 

 
 
 
http://fircroft.ac.uk/apply/digital-
evenings      Digital Evenings  
Come along to our digital evenings and improve 
your digital skills. Introduced this year, these 
courses are non-residential and will help you 
gain a greater understanding of a range of digital 
platforms. No previous experience required.  
How much does it cost?  These courses 
are FREE of charge for all learners 
  
How can I apply? 
You can apply by downloading an application 
form here and emailing it back to us -
admissions@fircroft.ac.uk for other ways to 
apply visit the ‘how to apply’ section. 
 
Many of our short courses run several times a 
year - you can register your interest by 
contacting the short course office, email 
shortcourses@fircroft.ac.uk or call 0121 472 
0116. Course examples: Using Email, 
Introduction to Word Processing, Beginner ICT, 
Introduction to Powerpoint, Intermediate 
Spreadsheets, Digital Photography, Using 
Spreadsheets and Intermediate Word 
Processing. 
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       DIGITAL SESSIONS          LIBRARY REPORT 

Neighbourhood Alert 
If you are interested in information on Policing, Fire and 

Neighbourhood Watches you might visit  Community 
Messaging at https://member-

admin.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/  
 

Try BVT news on https://twitter.com/BVTNews?
t=1&cn=ZmxleGlibGVfcmVjcw%3D%
3D&refsrc=email&iid=38cdbdcee0cd44dcbb69ed437d8
eb14f&uid=1243208048&nid=244+272699405 

 
 

 
Selly Oak Shopping Park (Battery Site) News 
The Harvest Partnership, a joint venture between Land 
Securities and Sainsbury’s, has contracted Interserve to 
construct the new Sainsbury’s supermarket, a 418-bed 
student accommodation scheme, 11 other shops and 
parking facilities.  Interserve will also prepare the site 
for a petrol station, undertake hard and soft 
landscaping, and install a footbridge over a 
canal.  Construction is well under way on what will be 
known as Selly Oak Shopping Park.  Completion of the 
shops is expected in autumn 2018, followed soon after 
by the opening of the Sainsbury’s store. The student 
accommodation should be completed in time for the 
start of the 2019 academic year.  As well as Sainsburys 
there will be Greggs, Wilko, Metro Bank,Card Factory, 
Thomas Cook, Nandos,  Gourmet Burger Kitchen, 
Costa Coffee, Superdrug,  M&S Foodhall, JD Sports,  
Next and more. 

Order books FREE! We are pleased to announce that 
a large delivery of new books has arrived at the 
Library.  These include biographies, children’s books 
and novels.  There are thousands of books held in 
libraries all over Birmingham and are available for you 
to order on line and collect from Weoley Castle 
Library, all at no cost to you.  Go to the Library of 
Birmingham http://www.libraryofbirmingham.com/
article/catalogue and follow the link.   
 

The Christmas event was very well attended.  The friends organised a 
craft session for the children and a frieze for the wall was produced and 
displayed during December and January.  £100 was raised, some of 
which was used to buy tubs to plant up with bulbs.  These can be seen 
downstairs outside the children’s section.   
 

A demonstration of flower arranging held in February bought in more 
users.  Hopefully this will show the potential that the Library has.  The 
next event, on April 13th, will be a craft sale and children’s craft activity.  
Volunteers are always welcome for the friends group and the money we 
raise goes only on our Library needs.  Thanks to everyone for the 
continued support. 
Marjorie Greenfield 

If you would like to  
advertise in WHVN 

please contact Alan Moody   
on 475 7682 
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WEOLEY HILL FEATURES IN THE NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME 8TH JULY 2018 

Open Gardens 2017 In July, from 11am to 6pm, 
six BVT residents and Selly Manor Museum 
opened their award-winning gardens as part of 
the National Garden Scheme (NGS).  Over £5500 
was raised for various cancer and local charities 
and 625 people from a wide area visited the 
gardens on a beautiful day.  There were 
performances at two gardens, children’s activities 
and sales of jam, plants, bird food and, of course, 
tea, coffee and cake.  The event will run this year 
on 8th July 2018 with more Weoley Hill gardens.  
Gardens featuring in July are: 40 Middle Park 
Road,  103 Bournville Lane, 143 Oak Farm Road, 
19 Green Meadow Road, 82 Hay Green Lane, 32 
Knighton Road and Selly Manor Gardens. See 
https://www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/
garden/33349/  for more information and 
photographs. 

 

Woodbrooke Study Centre opens on 
Sunday 17th June 1.00-4.00pm £5 admission.  
See https://www.ngs.org.uk/find-a-garden/
garden/16079/ 

Kashinga Gardens, a Bournville Village Trust supported 
initiative on land behind houses on Raddlebarn and Elm 
Roads, is organised by Charles Mjawe and open on 
Saturdays from 1.00-3.00pm.  The entrance is in 
Raddlebarn Road.  Charles is concerned about the good 
management of food growing in Zimbabwe and the 
training required.  He is making a plea for any unwanted 
gardening equipment. 

BOURNVILLE PARK: A CONTEMPORARY COLLECTION OF 
APARTMENTS AND HOUSES POSITIONED  ON THE EDGE OF 
COSMOPOLITAN BIRMINGHAM 
Surrounded by mature grassland and just six miles from the centre 
of Birmingham, these impressive homes cater to a variety of 
lifestyles.  Residents living here will become part of the area's 
history, as the homes are set within the former grounds of 
Northfield Manor House, former home of George and Elizabeth 
Cadbury, and built on land that has a deep heritage dating back to 
the mid-1700s. See https://www.crestnicholson.com/
developments/bournville-park/#Overview  



 
 

 

BOURNVILLE MAGIC 
An audience of 75 gathered at Dame Elizabeth Hall in 
December to enjoy some of the magic provided by the 
speaker for the evening, Dr Bob King.  He gave an 
illustrated talk illustrating the history and development of 
magic from the days of the Egyptian Pharaohs leading up 
to anecdotes on some modern-day performers. In a finale 
he performed a live magical cabaret illustrating some of 
the classical items in his magical repertoire.  Dr Bob the 
Magician is a member of the Magic Circle and currently 
President Elect of the British Magical Society.  He 
intrigued and amazed the audience of Society members 
and visitors and managed to envelop two members in a 
gigantic balloon—both were able to emerge safely! 
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THE BOURNVILLE SOCIETY 

 

Weoley Hill Village News full colour large print:  
www.bvt.org.uk/news-and-events/weoley-hill-village-news                      

         FREEHOLDERS & LEASEHOLDERS NEWS 

So you know Bournville? 
Where in Bournville will you find this plaque?  

It’s located on the side of Hay Green Methodist 
Church, of course 

NGS Bournville Open Gardens  Sunday 
8 July 2018 (11am - 5pm). Combined 
admission £6.00, children free. Home-
made teas at various locations. 

STREET ASSOCIATION BIG LUNCH 
Sunday 10th June 12.00-4.00pm Weoley Hill Village Hall 



 
 

 

BOURNVILLE MODEL YACHT & POWER BOAT CLUB  
                             

We meet on Sunday mornings for sail, 
Sunday afternoon for power, 
Wednesday mornings for sail and 
 
 
Thursday for power. Everyone is 
welcome to visit any time we are here. 
If you want to know “What’s on 
When” our calendar is on the Club 
House door or take a look at our 
website. 

 

Valley Pool in Bournville Lane 200mtrs from the Bristol 
Road A38    www. bournville-mypb-club.org.uk or   

contact Bill Green on 07780 952083 

Bournville  
Townswomen’s Guild 

  
 

We extend a warm invitation to women of all ages to join 
our friendly group.  We offer many activities as well as our 

main Guild meeting on the 4th Monday of each month, 
when we usually have talks given on a wide variety of 
topics and sometimes a quiz.  On the other Monday 

afternoons we have monthly scrabble, tea and chat, and 
handicraft groups.  During the week we have a lunch club 

and trips to places of interest.  Members have regional 
activities they can also attend. 

 

Why not give us a try?  You can sample 3 meetings 
before joining the organisation.  

 

We meet on the 4th Monday of each month,  
2.00 - 4.00pm at the Bournville Quaker Meeting House, 

Linden Road, on the famous Village Green.   
 

For more information, ring the local contact:   
Sue  0121 608 0646 

 
rmbhypnotherapy - Rachel Broomfield 

www.rmbhypnotherapy.com 
rmbhypnotherapy@aol.com 
telephone: 07733 839 591 

Clinical Hypnotherapist and 
Teacher of Mindfulness 

 

To help with a range of issues including: panic 
attacks, anxiety, depression, phobias,  

stopping smoking, weight management and 
many more… 

 

Formerly a local primary school teacher with 20 
years experience of working with young 

children, I am a fully insured ‘adult and child 
hypnotherapist,’ and possess an enhanced 

DBS/CRB certificate. 
I work from Central England Holistic Therapy 

Centre, Alcester Road, Kings Heath. I also offer 
Mindfulness-based stress-reduction group 

sessions for people in the workplace.  
Please get in touch to find out more. 

 

If you would like to advertise in WHVN 
please contact Alan Moody  on 475 7682 

 alan.moody@hotmail.co.uk 

10 

 

BOURNVILLE FREEHOLDERS  
AND LEASEHOLDERS ASSOCIATION 

 

Chairman: Jack Hynds,  
55 Green Meadow Road,  

B29 4DD; 476 5248 chairman@bfla.org.uk 
 

Treasurer: David Matthews,  
29 St Laurence Road, B31 2AU; 

treasurer@bfla.org.uk 
Secretary: Lucy Farrow,  
secretary@bfla.org.uk 

 
Website:  www.bfla.org.uk     



 
 

 

WEOLEY HILL VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 
Mon 14:00-15:00  

Low impact exercise  
for the over 50s 

17:00-18:30  
After school club 

19:30-22:00 
Folk Dancing  

(see advertised dates) 

Tue 12:30-13:30 Low impact exercise  
 

14:00-16:00 
Scrabble weekly Oct-April 

16.15-18.15 After school club 
 

18:30-19:30 Aerobics 

19:30 - 21:00 
Yoga 

Wed 14:30-17:00 
Badminton 

17.25-18.25 Tennis Club 19:30-20:30 Dance class 
 

Thu  16.30-20.30 
Ballroom Dance Class 

21:00-22:00 
Badminton 

Fri  
 

16:15-18:15 
After school club 

19:30-22:30 
Badminton 

If you require further information regarding any of the above classes or hall booking 
please contact the Hall Manager Ann Belsey on 07809 640080 

Sat  
Available for private hire 

 
Available for private hire 

19:30-22:30 
Chinese Community (fortnightly) 

Iraqi comm. (monthly) 

Wine circle (see adverts) 

Sun Available for private hire 16:00-20:30  Dance class Available for private hire 

 

11:00-12:00 
Physio Class 

10:00-12:00 
Art Group 

 

10.00– 13.00 
Art group 

 
10:00-14:00 

Available for private hire 

10.00-4.00 Tai Chi (Monthly) 
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Attention needed to road, pavements, verges, potholes etc.? Report to the City 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20110/report_road_and_pavement_issues  

There have been reports of distraction burglary within the areas of Weoley and Edgbaston. Please 
share crime prevention advice with your family and friends (see page 8). For further information, 
visit https://www.west-midlands.police.uk/advice-centre/crime-reduction/scams/index.aspx 
 

Also look out for unexpected  ‘Remittance Advice’ emails—just delete them they can steal information 
from your computer or infect it. 

IS SPRING ON ITS WAY? 
Our witch hazel has never been as beautiful as now, a big yellow bouquet with its flowers ablaze in snow and with 
temperatures barely above zero.  Yet snowdrops have been out a while now and male hazel catkins send out pollen 
if you blow at them.  Last Monday I saw the first stars of the lesser celandine on the bank of the Bourn Brook so 
spring can’t be far off.  This year BVT’s Green Forum hopes to be involved in the ‘Giving Nature a Home’ project.  I 
have written about the importance of trees before, not only inside woods and copses, but all around us such as the 
Japanese cherries and the crab apple trees the Council planted last year to replace the gorgeous cherries that fell to 
the axe.  There is still a promise that in late spring these will erupt into large bunches of white and pink, with bright 
red berries to follow.   
 

Urban trees, as well as the new woods being planted all over the globe, soak up carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases.  Trees also absorb a good deal of other atmospheric pollution, helping to clean the air we 
breathe.  Can I claim that my witch hazel is a tree that can do that or does it need to be much bigger to provide this 
service?  It’s beautiful anyway.  As to giving nature a home in our gardens, we can plant flowers beloved by bees 
and other pollinators and if you have no garden, a pot of flowers on a balcony or near the door will do.  Another thing 
we can do, is make it easier for hedgehogs to cross your garden and roam around the area so they can find enough 
food - just a small hole, of maybe four inches diameter, at the bottom of the fence.  You might also like to put a ‘bee 
hotel’ somewhere in a bush, a metre or so above the ground.  No need to buy those rather expensive beautiful 
bundles of wooden tubes held together by a leather band; a few pieces of thin bamboo or some hollow stems of 
dried cow parsley tied together will do fine for these tiny insects.  Happy Spring to you! 
Wiebina Heesterman 

Friday 11th May Manor Farm Park 7.00 pm EVENING BIRDSONG WALK 
Meet by the children’s playground. 
Saturday 19th May Manor Farm Park 1030 – 1230 SPRING INTO 
SUMMER Free event for all. Learn more about looking after your park 
whilst having fun. 

Wednesday 25th July Bournville Gardens7.00 p.m Annual General Meeting of  the Friends of Manor Farm Park. 
Friday 14th September Manor Farm Park 7.30 p.m BAT WALK Led by the Park Ranger, locate and learn more 
about the bats in the park. 
There are also monthly Waterside Care working parties and monthly Ranger Work days when you can find out more 
about how to look after this beautiful local amenity.  For more information on all these events contact: 

secretary@friendsofmanorfarmpark.org.uk or check out our Facebook page. 
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We have launched a much-improved email layout.  We are the System 
Administrators of https://www.wmnow.co.uk and provide this secure community 
messaging system on behalf of 25 UK Police forces.  We are all incredibly proud 
of the service we provide and the difference it is making in supporting thousands 
of Police, Fire & Rescue Service and other public service staff in their mission to 
keep you safe and reduce crime. This is a special thank you to them and to the 
fantastic members of Neighbourhood Watch around the country who help to 
keep our database of over half a million registered members up to date so 
messages get through to you.   
 

Most of all this is a thank you to you for your support by receiving messages, 
replying, rating your messages and completing so many surveys. Over 200,000 
members completed one or more surveys in 2017 and this incredible interaction 
enables the police, partners and us to understand your concerns, update your 
priorities and make your messages more relevant and useful.  

ALERT NEIGHBOURHOOD NEWS ONLINE — FREE TO JOIN! 

PRESENTATIONS TO LOOK FORWARD TO  
at Dame Elizabeth Hall, Firbank Close, off 

Oak Tree Lane, Bournville, B30 1UA  
 

 
4 April 2018: 8 pm: Antony Barlow, son of Ralph a former manager of Bournville Village Trust and Joan Barlow, 
both Weoley Hill residents, is the descendant of one of the oldest Bournville Quaker families and through 
memories and family archives, Antony, a distant relative of George Cadbury, tells a remarkable story of fighting 
persecution and prejudice and defending Quaker principles.    
 

2 May 2018: 8pm: The Blue Bird Toffee Story Julian Hunt tells the story of Blue Bird and Harry Vincent Ltd, the 
Birmingham confectionary company which built a new factory and model village at Hunnington, near Halesowen, 
in 1927. Blue Bird toffees were made in the country and the images of the factory always had the Clent hills in the 
background. Julian will take the Blue Bird story from the foundation of the company in 1895 to its closure in the 
1990's and will highlight the achievements of Harry Vincent.  
 

Saturday 9 June 2018:  A one-day outing from 8.45am to 6.30pm led by Brian Draper MBE, a blue badge guide 
– the Elgar Country Tour includes the Elgar Birthplace and Museum, lunch in Ledbury followed by a tour of Elgar 
country around the Malvern Hills, including a visit to the composer’s grave in Malvern Wells.  There will be a tea 
stop in Great Malvern.  
 

Also see feature on Page 8 

Don Fripp  We were very sad to hear of the death of Don Fripp in December 2017. Don was the 
founder of the Weoley Hill E-news and managed it until last year when, due to ill health, he retired 
from it.   For many years he was a member of the Village Council and was always to be found 
volunteering at Christmas Parties where he was a fine Father Christmas and he helped with 
refreshments at the annual bonfire.  Don loved Weoley Hill and gave much to this community.  Don 
was a very active member of the Church in Selly Oak and was a Reader for 50 years.  He was also a 
great supporter and volunteer for The Birmingham National Trust Association.  His funeral was held at 
St Mary’s Church Selly Oak in December and attended by many relatives and friends.  

BEWARE TOXIC FLOWERS AND SEEDS 
Without pollinators the blossom wouldn’t set into apples or pears and much of our food would never get to the table.  
I read recently that a quarter of all British honey analysed contains the residue of a neo-nicotinoid pesticide but not 
enough to put human beings in danger.  All the members of the pesticide group, the so-called neo-nicotinoids, 
spread from the seeds into the blooms and so into the nectar transformed into honey by bees. Bees must ingest the 
pesticide with the nectar and bring it into their hive to feed their young.  Tests show that the contaminant does not 
kill bees or other pollinators outright, so farmers and growers claim that it is therefore safe and that crops would be 
spoiled by pests without its use.  However, there is convincing evidence that bees become disorientated, in time 
unable to find their way back to the hive.  We need to make sure that the flowers beloved by bees do not affect them 
in this way; it would be tantamount to killing with kindness.  Some plant sellers promised to discontinue selling plants 
treated with neo-nicotinoids but is the seed treatment still based on these pesticides?  Producers of honey in the 
Bournville area were sufficiently alarmed when hearing about potential honey contamination to contact the lab 
analysing honey samples.  We await the outcome with bated breath.   Wiebina Heesterman 



 
 

  
 
 

 

ST. DAVID'S CHURCH, SHENLEY GREEN 
We welcome you to our Services: 

 

Thursdays 10.00am Holy Communion 
Sundays - 10.00am Holy Communion  

'Messy Church' at 4pm on the first Sunday of the month 
'Godly Play' on the second Sunday of the month at 10am 
'Café Church' on the third Sunday of the month at 4pm 

 

We also have a Coffee Shop open on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday from 9.30am until 12.00noon. 

  

For a full list of activities held at our Church and Hall please 
come along and pick up a copy of our  

Church magazine 

 

OUR LADY & ST ROSE OF LIMA  
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

Gregory Avenue, Weoley Castle B29 5DY 
 

Contact the Parish Priest Fr. Gary Buckby 
 

0121 475 1634  www.strose.org.uk 
 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday 5.15pm—Sunday 11.00 am 
Confessions Saturday 4.30 – 5.00 pm 

Baptisms by arrangement 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, SELLY OAK 
Regular Services 

Sunday: 
  8.00 am Holy Communion 

10.00 am Family Communion (and Junior Church) 
  6.30 pm Evening Worship  

 

3rd Sunday in month: 
10.00 am Family Communion & Youth Service 

  6.30 pm Choral Evensong 
 

Every Wednesday:  
10.00 am Holy Communion 

6.15-7.15 pm Parish registration for baptisms & 
weddings 

 

1st Thursday: 
10.00 am Holy Communion at Sellywood House 

 

4th  Thursday: 
10.00 am Holy Communion at Queen Mother Court 

 

Email:  Vicar@StMarySellyOak.org.uk    
Tel:  0121 472 0250 

See:   www.StMarySellyOak.org 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT WEOLEY HILL CHURCH 
 

Sundays 10.30am Morning Worship & Jnr Church  
  (Choir 9.30). Holy Communion 1st 
  Sunday each month  
 2.00pm B’ham  Birmingham Korean Church 
Mondays 5.00pm-6.00pm Beavers 
 6.15pm-7.30 pm Brownies 
 7.30-9.00 pm Guides 
 7.30-8.30pm Prayer Group 
Tuesdays 3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm Slimming World (3 sessions) 
 Wednesday 1pm  Lunch Club (1st week of month) 
 2.15-3.30 pm Friendship Group (2nd wk of month) 
 6.00 pm Cubs 
 7.30pm Scouts 
Thursdays 10.00am – 12 noon Embroidery class 
 2.00-3pm & 7-9 pm Tai Chi (2 sessions) 
 5.00pm Taekwondo 
Saturdays Morning  Korean School 
 6.00pm Arabic-speaking Church (2nd  
  week of month)   

Church Secretary:    Cheryl Thornett,  475 6338 
Lettings Secretary:  Mrs Rosemary Hay, 472 0674 

www.weoleyhillchurch.org.uk   
 

All are welcome to our services. If you would like further details 
about our services or any of our other activities, please contact the 
Church Secretary. An up-to-date diary is published each month on 
our website. 
 

Lent Bible Study: Tuesdays at 2 pm, using the Bible Society’s book 
club approach to talk about Genesis 
Holy Week and Easter 
Sunday 25 March, 10.30 am: Palm Sunday  
Thursday 29 March, 7.30 pm: Maundy Thursday service  
Friday 30 March, 7.30 pm: Good Friday Service 
Sunday 1 April, 7 am: Early Easter worship and Easter breakfast 
Sunday 1 April, 10.30 am: Easter Sunday Communion  

 
Friendship Group: 
Wednesday 14 March. at 2.30 : Make Easter mini-windchimes 
Wednesday 11 April at 2.30 : Talk, Strolling in Slovenia. 
Wednesday 9 May at 2.30 : Christian Aid Bring & Buy with cream 
tea.. 
Wednesday 13 June at 10.30 : outing to Attingham Park 
Shropshire. Meet in church carpark. 
Wednesday 11 July at 2.30 : Garden Party. at 45 Middle Park Rd 
Autumn meetings begin on Wednesday 12 September at 2.00 . 
 

Lunch Club 
Anyone wishing to have a home-cooked lunch on the first 
Wednesday of the month (£4) please contact Nancy Nicholls on 457 
4980 for details. Christmas Lunch on 6 December (£5). 
Community Garden Project Meet at the church on the first 
Saturday of the month at around 10.30 am, March through October. 

Saturday 7 July-Sunday 8 July: 85th Anniversary weekend 
Saturday 2-4 pm: open day & displays;  

Saturday evening 6-8 pm: concert 
Sunday 10.30 am: worship & remembrance;  

Sunday ca. 12 noon: Bring & share picnic lunch 

NORTHFIELD BAPTIST  
COMMUNITY RESTAURANT 

Have you tried the Restaurant and 
Coffee Shop at Northfield Baptist 

Church on the Bristol Road 
in the centre of Northfield? 

Coffee Shop open 10.00 am to 1.15 pm 
Restaurant open 12.00 noon to 1.15 pm 

Mondays to Fridays 

Low cost meals & snacks. Fresh food cooked on the 
premises. Hot drinks plus biscuit £1.20 or less 
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All the information is included by the editors in good faith and is believed to be correct  

at the time of going to press.  Weoley Hill Village Council accepts no responsibility  
for error and views expressed are not necessarily those of the Council 

 

PARKING MATTERS – PROTECT OUR VERGES 
A gentle reminder: Please can everyone park sensibly and not 
park their cars on grass verges and pavements. When vehicles 
are parked on pavements it causes unnecessary difficulties for 

wheelchair and pram users.  
When possible residents should make an effort to park on their 
driveways keeping roads clear and encourage visitors to park 

sensibly too.   
 

Remember you are making a difference! 


