
The account, run by Citysave, 
allows you to ring fence your 
rent from your Universal 

Credit payment and ensures it 
is paid monthly and directly to 
Bournville Village Trust (BVT).

Once your rent is paid, the 
remaining money in your account 
can be spent using an optional pre-
paid Visa card.

The Visa card account allows you 
to budget and set yourself a limit 
for the amount you want to spend 
each month on things like food, gas 
and electricity.

Arthur Tsang, Head of Housing 
and Customer Services at BVT, 
said: “Opening a Tenant Account is 
a great way of taking the pressure 
off, especially if you have never 
managed your rent payments 
before. It can also help you to 
better manage your Universal 
Credit payment.

“The account is approved by 
the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) and is completely 
free to open.” 

Nigel Bailey Chief Executive of 
Citysave, said: “Citysave see the 
Tenant Account as a simple solution 
to remove some of the worry 
tenants face in arranging to settle 
their rent.  Some tenants find the 
mechanics of arranging a regular 
payment from their bank difficult 
and the Tenant Account offers a 
neat alternative.

“We hope the solution will provide 
help to tenants and landlords as 
we go through the transition into 

Universal Credit payments.”
The account, which is part of a 

pilot project with Citysave and the 
Illegal Money Lending Team, is only 
open to tenants who are currently 
on or are due to move onto 
Universal Credit.

To apply for an account you can 
either, visit citysave.org.uk/citysave-
tenant-account or contact Lisa 
Sandilands or Stephanie Weaver at 
BVT on 0300 333 6540 to discuss in 
more detail.

What’s on this 
autumn

Five inspiring 
activities for 
older people
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Tenants who receive, or are set to receive, Universal Credit and  
are worried about managing their money can now open a new  
Tenant Account.

‘We work together 
to improve services’ 
- the low down on 
resident scrutiny 

Appeal for photos 
and memories
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New Tenant Account 
will make it easier to 
manage your money

Love the Bournville 
Festival? Council 
needs you!

If you love the Bournville Festival 
or have ideas for making it even 
better, then Bournville Village 
Council want to hear from you. 

To find out more, please turn to 
page 7. 

Items in 
communal  
areas – what 
happens now?
A resident consultation 
on BVT’s policy of storing 
items in communal areas 
in blocks of flats and 
apartments has been 
completed. 

We asked for your 
views on changing it 
from certain items being 
allowed to none, also 
known as ‘zero tolerance’. 
You also told us what 
we can do to help you 
to manage the blocks 
where you live to keep 
communal areas clear. 

We are now making 
changes to our policy. To 
find our more, please turn 
to page 3.  

Your guide to 
downsizing 
Looking to downsize? 
We have put together an 
easy-to-understand guide 
on the best ways to swap 
your home. 

To find out more, please 
turn to page 3. 

Universal Credit 
– your questions 
answered 
If you are confused about 
Universal Credit, you are 
not alone.

To help you to get a 
better understanding of 
the change, which also 
comes into effect in Telford 
from November, we have 
answered some of your 
most common questions.

Turn to page 4 to  
read more. If you are looking to boost your 

skills or learn new ones, then 
getting involved with BVT is a great 
place to start.

To read more, please turn to page 5. 

An appeal has been 
launched to find stories and 
photographs that document 
the lives of residents who have 
lived and worked in Bournville 
over the last 100 years. 

Turn to page 2, to read more. 
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news
Guidance on 
artificial grass now 
available

Did you know we plant 
around 20 to 30 new trees 
every year in Bournville? 

If we remove one from the 
conservation area, we will 
always replace it and also plant 
trees in areas that benefit from 
them, like the community 
orchard at Rowheath Pavilion. 

We have recently reviewed 
the way that we manage our 
tree stock and will now be 
using bespoke data to monitor 
the health of trees.   

If you need to prune a tree in 
your garden, or are concerned 
about a tree’s health, please 
contact us and we can arrange 
an inspection.  

A design guide, which sets out 
rules on making changes to 
homes and gardens in Bournville, 
has been updated with new 
information on artificial grass. 

The Bournville Estate Design 
Guide has been amended to 
explain that the use of artificial 
grass on frontages of properties is 
not permitted and is discouraged 
at the rear.

To read the full guidance, please 
go to the BVT website - bvt.org.
uk/publications/bournville-estate-
design-guide  If you don’t have 
access to the internet, please call 
our Customer Services team on 
0300 333 6540.

A report which explains how 
well BVT is performing is 
available to read now.

The annual report, which 
details how satisfied you are 
with our services and how 
we spend our income, can be 
viewed on our website bvt.
org.uk/publications/annual-
review-2018-2019

If you don’t have access to a 
computer, you can request a 
paper copy by contacting our 
Customer Services team on 
0300 333 6540.

Firework display 
coming soon
The Weoley Hill annual bonfire 
and firework display will take 
place on Saturday 3rd November.

Advance tickets are available 
from Weoley Hill Village Hall, 
Shenley Court Hall or BVT’s office 
at 350 Bournville Lane. Please 
contact locations direct for details 
of opening hours.

How is BVT 
performing? 
Annual report 
out now 

An annual fundraising event, 
which sees BVT residents 
open their gardens to the 
public, has raised £4,162 for 
good causes.    

Six residents opened their 
gardens for the National 
Garden Scheme (NGS) in 
July, raising money for 
NGS’s nominated charities, 
Birmingham St Mary’s Hospice 
and the Bournville Church of 
St Francis Organ Fund.

Theresa Gordon, Community 
Services Co-ordinator at BVT, 
said: “Thanks to the hard work 
of gardeners, along with their 
family and friends’ support, we 
welcomed hundreds of visitors 
from Bournville, Birmingham 
and across the country to the 
event this year.  

“We would like to extend our 
gratitude to all involved and 
look forward to taking part 
again in 2019.”

Residents who took part this 
year included, Annette and 
Bob Booth, Sue Harris, Anne 
Ellis and Lawrence Newman, 
Elsie Wheeler and Tony 
Walpole, Anna De Ville and 
Chris Elsom, and Jenny Duffy.

If you would like to take part 
in next year’s event, please 
contact our Community team 
on 0300 333 6540 or email 
communityadmin@bvt.org.uk

Residents in Birmingham and 
Telford have shown they have the 
‘green’ factor by scooping awards 
for their fantastic gardens. 

Ten residents have recently been 
presented with BVT Garden Awards, 
given to those who go above and 
beyond to look after their gardens.

Congratulations to, Anne Brookes, 
Adriana Anastasio, Linda and Alan 
Drabble and residents of Rosefields 
sheltered housing. 

To find out more about applying 
for an award, please go to bvt.org.
uk/parks-and-open-spaces/bvt-
garden-award or call us on 0300 
333 6540.

An appeal has been 
launched to find stories 
and photographs that 
document the lives of 
residents who have lived 
and worked in Bournville 
over the last 100 years. 

Bournville Works Housing 
Society want to collect 
archives for a special 
exhibition to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Society in 
September next year. 

Theresa Gordon, Community 
Services Co-ordinator at BVT, 
who is supporting the project, 
said: “We’re looking for people 
with stories and memories of 
their time in the village.  

“Maybe you have 
photographs that you look 
back on fondly, or perhaps 
you were gifted something 
special during your working 
life at Cadbury’s.  

“You could have a funny 
tale to tell, or maybe there is 
a particular achievement that 
you are proud of, if you do 
please get in touch as we’d 
love to hear from you.”

If you can help, please 
call Theresa Gordon on 
0300 333 6540 or email 
communityadmin@bvt.org.uk  

Garden event 
raises over £4k 
for charity

Blooming good work…some of the 
residents who opened their gardens 
for charity along with volunteers

Garden Award winner Adriana Anastasio 

Awards for 
residents with the 
‘green’ factor

Have you got photos like this one to 
share? Get in touch with us

Appeal for photos 
and memories to 
mark anniversary

New way to 
monitor trees

BVT’s landscapes team carrying out 
tree works
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Policy on having items in communal areas will change from next year

home

In the last issue of inView, we 
told you about a consultation 
we had carried out on our 
policy of storing items in 
communal areas in blocks of 
flats and apartments.  

We asked for your views 
on changing it from certain 
items being allowed to none. 
At all stages, residents told 
us they understood why we 
were considering this change 
and were overwhelmingly  
supportive of us introducing 
zero tolerance.

You also told us what we can 
do to help you to manage the 
blocks where you live to keep 
communal areas clear. 

As a result, from January 

next year, we will be 
introducing a zero tolerance 
approach to items in 
communal areas in flats in 
Birmingham and Telford. This 
will include a process for 
removing and disposing of any 
items left in communal areas. 

Between now and then, 
we will be looking at areas 
where we can improve current 
communal spaces and support 
you to adopt the changes.  

Full details will be available 
soon and we will continue 
to keep you informed in this 
newsletter. If you have any 
questions, please call us 
on 0300 333 6540 or email 
enquiries@bvt.org.uk

Items in communal areas 
– important update

Residents are being encouraged 
to come and meet their housing 
officer at a series of new estate 
walkabouts in Birmingham. 

The walkabouts, which started 
in August, aim to make our 
officers more accessible to 
you and in doing so, improve 
customer service.

Winston White, Tenancy 
Management Team Leader at BVT, 
said: “As well as discussing any 
housing issues you may have, our 
housing officers will also be able 
to give you advice and guidance 
without the need for you to visit 
our office.”

The walkabouts take place at 
three separate sites and the next 

one will be on 2nd October at 
Alder Lane. 

Bournville Works Housing 
Society (BWHS) tenants are 
also invited to attend if they 
wish. There will also be a 
walkabout of the BWHS area 
during the afternoon.

Please attend the site that is 
relevant to you, so that you can 
meet your housing officer. For 
further information about the 
walkabouts, please call us on  
0300 333 6540 or email 
enquiries@bvt.org.uk 

For details of walkabouts in 
Telford, please contact Trevor 
Edge on 0121 667 1041 or email 
trevoredge@bvt.org.uk

It’s good to walk - Meet your 
housing officer at walkabouts 

Whether your children have left 
home or you are just looking 
for a smaller, more manageable 
property, there are two ways 
you can swap your home in 
Birmingham or Telford for a 
new one.

Homes Direct and Home 
Swapper offer a downsizing 
service, here are the details  
of both. 

Homes Direct
You can apply for a transfer 

through Homes Direct, which 
is a scheme to help you to 
find a property for rent, sale or 

shared ownership.
To join Homes Direct, you 

will need to register and then 
complete a Social Housing 
Application. You can do this by 
going to homesdirect.org.uk

Once you have completed the 
application, you will then be 
provided with a banding level 
based on your housing need. 

You will be able to bid on any 
home that you meet the criteria 
for. Please note you will only be 
able to apply for BVT properties 
that have ‘Transfer Applicants 
Only’ in the description. 

Homes Direct has a mutual 

exchange option, you will 
need to complete the online 
application. Once we have 
approved your application 
you will be able to check 
the site on a regular basis to 
see if there are any suitable 
exchanges being advertised. 

Home Swapper
Home Swapper is a mutual 

exchange website that is very 
user-friendly and free for BVT 
tenants to use. 

Just like Homes Direct, you 
will firstly need to register by 
going to homeswapper.co.uk 

and complete an application 
form, which will then need to be 
approved by us. 

There are 200,000 live 
adverts with over 5,000 new 
members every week on Home 
Swapper and you can browse 
all adverts, chat with other 
members and arrange viewings 
between yourselves.

If you need further advice on 
downsizing, or don’t have access 
to the internet to use Homes 
Direct or Home Swapper, please 
contact our Customer Services 
team by calling 0300 333 6540 or 
email enquiries@bvt.org.uk 

Looking to downsize? Here’s how to do it
Housing officers out and about on the estate
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money

Confused about 
Universal Credit? 
You are not alone.  

To help you to get a better 
understanding of the change, 
which will come into effect in 
Telford from November, we 
have answered some of your 
common questions.

I’ve been offered an advance 
payment of my benefits, what 
should I do?

Before accepting an advance 
payment, please speak to us. 
An advance payment will be 
deducted from your Universal 
Credit benefit for a number of 
months. How long for depends 
on the advance you take, 
but the average deduction is 
around £80-£100 a month. 
We would rather make an 
agreement with you, at a lower 
amount, to clear any arrears 
that have built up. 

I have very limited computer 
skills, I now have an online 
journal to manage my 
Universal Credit claim. Is there 
any help available to improve 
my skills? 

Once you have applied for 
Universal Credit, we can refer 

you for one-to-one support. 
If you need to improve your 
existing skills or just need a 
refresher, we also run drop-in 
sessions at Shenley Court Hall, 
Green Meadow Road, every 
Tuesday, in term time, from 
10am-12pm. 

I haven’t got a bank account 
or I can’t set up direct debits 
from the account I have, what 
do I do?

We are working in 
partnership with Citysave to 
offer tenants on Universal 
Credit a special Tenant 
Account. You can read all 
about this on the front page of 
this newsletter. 

I haven’t had to manage my 
finances monthly before and 
I am unsure of what I have 
coming in and going out? 

As a Universal Credit claimant, 
you can attend a personal 
budgeting support meeting at 
the Council’s neighbourhood 
office. The advisor will go 
through your finances and 
discuss the options available, as 
well as other support that may 
help. Your work coach, or we, 
can refer you for this. 

I previously received Council 
Tax Support, now I receive 
Universal Credit and they only 
pay my housing costs. Would 
I still be able to get support 
with my Council Tax? 

Yes. Although Universal 
Credit only pay towards your 
rent, you can still apply for 
Council Tax Support. You can 
apply through Birmingham 
City Council’s website, 
birmingham.gov.uk, or by 
calling 0121 464 7000. 

Got a question that hasn’t 
been answered here? Please 
call us on 0300 333 6540 
(Birmingham) or 01952 
293777 (Telford). 

Our Welfare Reform Officer, 
Stephanie Weaver, explains how 
support from BVT stopped one 
tenant, claiming Universal Credit, 
from reaching crisis point.

‘Kim* triggered a claim for 
Universal Credit when she signed up 
for her new home with us. She paid 
a month’s rent when she signed up 
and we explained what she would 
need to do to make a claim for 
Universal Credit. 

Kim’s computer skills were 
basic, so a friend helped her make 
the claim online. Her claim was 
made the same day she signed 
up and a referral was made to our 
Community team for digital support. 

We visited Kim four weeks later, 
by which point she knew when 
her first Universal Credit payment 
was due. A monthly direct debit for 
rent was set up during the visit and 
we also advised Kim about Council 
Tax Support.

Kim was happy with the process, 
which we believe prevented her 
getting behind on her rent and 
reaching ‘crisis point’. 

Think you could benefit from 
support like the kind Kim received? 
Please contact our Welfare Reform 
Officer, Stephanie Weaver, on 
0300 333 6540 (Birmingham) or 
our Income team (Telford) on 
01952 293777.

*Name changed to protect identity 

Don’t let question marks hang over 
Universal Credit. Get in touch with us 
for answers

Universal Credit – your 
questions answered 

Did you know that scams affect 
the lives of millions of people 
across the UK? 

The National Trading Standards 
(NTS) Scams Team estimate the 
cost to UK consumers of scams is 
between £5 and £10 billion a year. 

Scams come in many forms, 
from uninvited contact by email, 
letter and telephone to someone 
in person making false promises 
to con victims out of money. 

Some of the most common 
scams are fake lotteries, deceptive 

prize draws or sweepstakes, 
clairvoyants, computer scams, and 
romance scams. 

However, help is at hand. 
‘Friends Against Scams’ is a NTS 
Scams Team initiative, which aims 
to protect and prevent people 
from becoming victims of scams.

It tackles the lack of awareness 
by providing information 
about scams and those who 
fall victim to them. For more 
information, please go to 
friendsagainstscams.org.uk

Taking a stand against 
the scammers

Computer scams are a common scam

‘Support stopped 
tenant reaching 
crisis point’
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skills

Looking to boost your skills 
or learn new ones? Getting 
involved with BVT is a great 
way to do this and can also 
help make a difference to 
fellow BVT residents. 

Lorraine Lawson, resident and 
Chair of BVT’s Scrutiny Panel, 
explains the kind of work involved 
in joining the Panel and its impact 
on services provided to you.

“My resident involvement with 
BVT’s Scrutiny Panel began in July 
2017 at a time when the country 
was still reeling from the shock 
of Grenfell. BVT responded well 
through communication to all 
residents in blocks of flats, while 
the Scrutiny Panel undertook a 
spot-check fire safety review.

I quickly learnt that the role of 
scrutiny is an important one as it 
provides a necessary challenge 
to BVT’s services in line with the 
Regulator of Social Housing’s 
(RSH) consumer standards. 

Our panel is a good mix of 
owner-occupiers and tenants, and 
we work together to help shape 
and improve services provided by 
BVT for the benefit of all. 

Having listened to customer 
feedback and sensing it was an 

important local and national issue, 
in November 2017 we decided to 
undertake an in-depth review of 
BVT’s local shops. 

As a result of our findings, 
we made a number of 
recommendations to BVT in 
a comprehensive report. The 
full report, and management 
response, can be viewed on the 
BVT website bvt.org.uk/our-
communities/scrutiny-panel-
could-you-make-a-difference.”

To find out more about getting 
involved in the work of BVT, 
please go to our website bvt.
org.uk/our-communities/get-
involved-with-bvt or call us on 
0300 333 6540.

Resident, and chair of the Scrutiny Panel, 
Lorraine Lawson

‘We work together 
to improve services’ 
Lorraine gives the low 
down on getting involved

Do you have a health 
condition or disability and 
looking for support to get 
into work? 

We have teamed up 
with Remploy, a specialist 
employment support provider, 
to help residents aged over 18 
with a health condition to find 
a job.

The service has helped over 
150,000 disabled people and 
those with health conditions, 
and offer everything from 
support in creating a great 
CV through to landing the job 
you want.

John McNamara, Housing 
Officer at BVT, said: “Remploy’s 

advisors are community based 
so will see you on a one-to-
one basis, where you live.  
They will support you for 12 
months, which also includes 
support starting work. The 
service has helped thousands 
of people find work and stay 
happy and healthy.”

If you are interested in the 
service, or would like to make 
an appointment, please call 
Sarah Wilson from Remploy on 
07990783340 or email sarah.
wilson@remploy.co.uk  

You can also contact John 
McNamara with any questions 
on 0300 333 6540 or email 
johnmcnamara@bvt.org.uk

John McNamara from BVT with Sarah Wilson from Remploy

Help at hand to get into work

Could your confidence with 
computers benefit from 
a boost? Do you need to 
improve your skills so you can 
use services that are online?

Our digital drop-in sessions 
at Shenley Court Hall, Green 
Meadow Road, are the perfect 
place to get advice and support in 
using all sorts of digital equipment.

Whether you want to 
learn how to use an online 
service, search for work or 

career opportunities or want 
to manage housing-related 
services online, the sessions are 
free to all BVT residents. 

Carole Lowe, Community 
Development Assistant, said: 
“Whether you are a complete 
beginner or just need support 
with a particular area of digital 
life, we are here to help.

“There are computers you 
can work from or you can 
bring your own equipment if 

you prefer, either way you are 
guaranteed a warm welcome 
and helpful advice and support.” 

The drop-ins take place 
every Tuesday 10am-12pm 
during school term time and 
are staffed by friendly and 
professional BVT colleagues 
and volunteers.

To find out more, please 
call our Community team 
on 0300 333 6540 or email 
communityadmin@bvt.org.uk 

Boost your computer confidence at drop-ins

Residents at a drop-in session
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health

According to the UN (United 
Nations), almost 700 million 
people are now over the age 
of 60 and that figure is set to 
increase by 2050.

This month, the country marked 
Older People’s Day to challenge 
negative attitudes and celebrate 
the achievements that older 
people make to our society.

To mark the Day, we have put 
together a list of five inspiring 
groups and activities for older 
people where you live.
1:  Rooted Together Grandparents 

and Grandchildren. This very 
popular group of grandchildren 
and grandparents meets weekly 
at Bournville Community Hub, 
Sycamore Road, for crafts, 
stories and fun activities. 
Refreshments are served 
afterwards. Starts at 10.45am 
every Tuesday and costs £2.50. 
For details, please contact the 
Hub on 0121 472 7989.

2:  Shenley Seniors. Another 
popular group, the Shenley 
Seniors meet every Thursday 
from 1pm-3pm at Shenley 

Court Hall, Green Meadow 
Road. They enjoy a full 
programme of activities from 
yoga and photography to 
flower arranging and art. Costs 
£1 per session and transport can 
be arranged for a £2.50 return 
charge (local area only). For 
details, please call Gloria from 
the group on 0121 743 7180. 

3:  Shrewsbury Walking Football 
Club.  Shrewsbury Walking 
Football Club is a great way 
for men over 55 to keep fit 
and have fun. Groups and 
individuals are welcome at the 
Monkmoor Recreation Centre 
in Shrewsbury every Thursday 
from 10am. For details, or to 
book a place, contact Susan 
Stefiuk on 01743 233 123 or 
email enquiries@ageukstw.
org.uk

4:  Move it or Lose it! Developed to 
help improve flexibility, balance, 
strength and more, this popular 
exercise class can be done 
seated or standing. If you’d like 
to try it, there are classes at 
both Weoley Hill Village Hall 

(every Monday 2pm-3pm) and 
St David’s Church in Shenley 
(every Tuesday 2.15pm-3.15pm). 
For further information, call 
Yvonne Mullan on 07828 
196497.

5:  Age of Creativity. A brand new 
festival for the over 50s, this 
event is set to be a fantastic mix 
of art, music, dance, history, 
debate and photography. 
It takes place from 30th 
September to 14th October and 
tickets can be bought online 
at bournvilleageofcreativity.
selz.com or from Bournville 
Community Hub, Sycamore 
Road.  

Shenley Seniors enjoying a special craft 
day at the Hall

Five inspiring activities 
for older people 

Ingredients: 
•  1 medium onion, finely 

chopped
•  2 garlic cloves, finely 

chopped
• 200g lean lamb mince
• 1 tbsp olive oil
• 400g chopped tomatoes
• 2 tbsp tomato purée
• 2 tsp dried mixed herbs
•  200g closed-cup 

mushrooms, sliced
•  1 pepper, any colour, 

chopped
•  200g dried pasta shapes,  

like macaroni

Method: 
1:  Mix some of the chopped 

onion and garlic with the 
mince. Shape the mince into 
small balls about half the 
size of a golf ball.

2:  Heat the oil in a non-stick 
frying pan and brown the 
meatballs on all sides. 
Remove and put on to  
a plate.

3:  Add the remaining onion to 
the frying pan and cook for 
2-3 minutes until soft. Add 
the remaining garlic and 
cook for another minute.

4:  Add the tomatoes, tomato 
purée, herbs, mushrooms 
and peppers to the pan 
with 150ml water. Bring 
to the boil, then add the 
meatballs. Reduce the heat, 
cover with a lid and simmer 
for 30 minutes.

5:  About 10 minutes before 
serving, put the pasta on 
to cook in plenty of boiling 
water. Serve with the 
meatballs and tomato sauce.

Recipe courtesy of 
Change4Life. For more 
Change4Life recipes, visit nhs.
uk/change4life/recipes

You’ll need plenty of tomatoes for 
this tasty recipe

Recipe: Meatballs 
‘n’ sauce 

Following last issue’s article 
about Bournville Gentle 
Cycling Group, reader and 
resident Trevor Lloyd shares 
his experience of cycling and 
the reasons why he enjoys it 
so much.   

‘At 5pm on most Thursday 
afternoons, I can be found at 
eco-Birmingham (formerly the 
Eco-Centre) in Church Road, 
Northfield, where bikes and 
safety equipment are loaned to 
anyone over 18 for group rides. 

Cycling adds to my routine of 
walking to the library or local 
shops and, as a 63-year-old 
former cycle commuter, I find 
the ‘muscle memory’ in my legs 
has never let me down.  

I feel instant peace of mind 
when I am transported through 
Bell Holloway along Merritt’s 
Brook Greenway to Manor Farm 
Park. The flora and fauna are 
united in breath-taking glory 
because one is privileged to 
witness its unfolding myriads 
in transit.  Every hue of leaf and 

fruitful bough waves as we move 
in our high-visibility jackets and 
protective helmets.

Historically, world renowned 
Bournville punctuates the riding 
pleasure with our passage 
around the duck and boating 
pool into tree-shadowed 
Bournville Park and then into the 
more open spaces of Victoria 
Common, yet another George 
Cadbury gift which people make 
great use of today.

Exhilarated, we return our 
bikes and hang up our helmets 
at eco-Birmingham, grateful for 
the experience.”

To find out more about the bike 
loans at eco-Birmingham, please 
go to cyclesouthbrum.com 

Trevor Lloyd says he finds cycling 
exhilarating

‘Instant peace of mind’ Why Trevor treasures cycling 
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community
Did you enjoy this summer’s 
Bournville Festival? Maybe you 
have thoughts on what worked 
well or ideas on how it could 
be improved?

The Festival is organised by 
local residents association 
Bournville Village Council, and 
every year a team of hard-
working volunteers make sure 
it is a success. However, they 
need your help to ensure the 
Festival, which dates back 116 
years, continues.  

If you have any of the 
following skills or interests, 
please think about giving your 
time to help.
•  Publicity or marketing skills/

interests, like developing 
magazines or promotional 
campaigns

•  Ideas for the Festival that you 
would like to help organise

•  Time over the Festival 
weekend to help set up, 
volunteer on the day or help 
clear-up afterwards.
To volunteer, or to find out 

more, please contact the 
Council by emailing info@
bournvillevillagecouncil.org.uk 

Did you know Dame Elizabeth 
Hall, on Firbank Close, is also 
managed by Bournville Village 
Council? Again, the success 
of this wonderful asset is 
largely due to the hard work of 
volunteers. If you have skills or 
interests, or just a little bit of 
time, and would like to help the 
Hall’s management committee, 
please email them, on the 
address above, to discuss.

A Forum that provides 
a platform for residents 
interested in environmental 
issues has reached over 100 
members.

The group is one of BVT’s most 
popular forums and members 
are passionate about everything 
environmental, from protecting 
parks to growing their own veg.

Theresa Gordon, Community 
Services Co-ordinator at BVT, 
said: “Whether you are a BVT 
Garden Award winner, open your 
garden for the National Garden 
Scheme or keep an allotment, 
joining the Green Forum allows 
you to meet residents making 
Bournville even greener.

“This year, we have been 
building links with Wyevale 
Garden Centre as well as eco-
Birmingham too.” 

To join the Forum, please 
sign up via our Village Voices 
database on our website bvt.org.
uk/our-communities/village-
voices-database

A community garden, which has 
helped to support vulnerable 
adults, has been officially opened 
by Telford and Wrekin’s Mayor, 
Councillor Raj Mehta.

The Myford Meadow Community 
Garden has been created on land 
in Lightmoor village.

As well as a variety of wild 
flowers and plants, the garden 
features picnic benches, 
hedgehog boxes, insect houses 
and fairy doors from the Skills and 
Enterprise Hub.

The Hub supports people with 

learning disabilities, mental 
health needs, care leavers and 
older people.

Monday 22nd October  
(and every fourth Monday of  
the month): 
Memory Cafe (for people living 
with dementia, Alzheimer’s 
and other memory conditions), 
Stirchley Baths, 2 - 4 Bournville 
Lane, Stirchley. 11am-1pm. 
Please call ahead on 0121 464 
9072 to check dates as these 
sometimes change.

Saturday 27th October:
Spellbound (trick or treat 
trail and Halloween-themed 
disco and refreshments for 
children aged 5-10), Selly 
Manor Museum, Maple Road, 
Bournville. 4.30pm-7.30pm. £5 
per child and adult.
Monday 29th October:
Autumn Antics (pumpkin 
carving, woodland crafts 
and more), Manor Farm Park, 
Bristol Road South. 10.30am-

12.30pm. For more information, 
please email secretary@
friendsofmanorfarmpark.org.uk
Tuesday 6th November: 
Tea and Tots Tuesday (fireworks-
theme), Oak Tree Centre, 
Lightmoor village. To find out 
more, email events@bvt.org.uk 
or call 01952 898524. 
Tuesday 13th November:
Community Events Panel (be 
part of planning community 
events and activities in 
Lightmoor village), Oak Tree 
Centre, Lightmoor village. 
5.30pm-7pm.
Saturday 24th November.
Christmas Craft Fair and Santa’s 
Grotto, Selly Manor Museum, 
Maple Road, Bournville. 11am-
4pm. Free entry to Fair, charge 
for Grotto (please book in 
advance). For details, go to 
sellymanormuseum.org.uk/
events

Help needed for 116-year-
old Festival to continue 

The Bournville Festival todayThe Festival dates back to 1902

The Mayor of Telford and Wrekin and BVT 
Chief Executive, Pete Richmond, at the 
opening of the garden

Telford and Wrekin Mayor 
opens garden rooted in 
community spirit

Coming soon – what is happening 
where you live

There will be spooky goings-on at 
Selly Manor this October

Some Green Forum members at one  
of their popular garden get togethers

‘Green’ Forum tops 100 members

Enjoy pumpkin carving at Manor Farm 
Park this autumn
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Bournville Village Trust’s quarterly resident newsletter

Autumn 2018

To be in with the chance of winning a £20 Love 
to Shop voucher, which can be redeemed at over 
130 leading stores, complete the wordsearch 
and return to: Bournville Village Trust, C/O 
Claire Morrall, 350 Bournville Lane, Bournville, 
Birmingham, B30 1QY by Monday 26th November 
2018. All correct entries will be placed into a prize 
draw with one winner chosen at random.

1. Trick
2. Treat
3. Halloween
4. Pumpkin
5. Ghost
6. Witch

7. Spider
8. Cobweb
9. Ghoul
10. Skeleton
11. Bat
12. Zombie 

QUIZ

Wordsearch

If you require the information in this newsletter in a different language, large print or braille, please call 0300 333 6540  
or email  enquiries@bvt.org.uk. If you would like to opt out of receiving this newsletter, please email inview@bvt.org.uk  

with your full name and address using the subject header ‘opt out’.

U T O S K S G L T V N Q B J A

H R B S P D T O P O O J F A M

V F Z E Z I Z I T G H O U L T

T D T I E O D E Z D R S X W N

S C Z W M T L E Z K C I R T E

O X I B V E A L R V V P O O E

H X I Z K T H E G G A R Q X W

G E R S H C I Q R O O X S B O

E A Q Q T N C K L T X R V C L

E E S I P U M P K I N D A O L

M M W A D F J P D H C W Z B A

R G N A G Z L G Q U H B P W H

A N X O A I L G Z H Y W A E R

R H C S Y N R J Z O J D K B I

X D V B H R L Q H S M N E V D

350 Bournville Lane, Bournville, Birmingham, B30 1QY 
Cherry Tree House, 1 Lightmoor Way, Lightmoor Village, Telford, TF4 3TX

 
 
 
 
 
 
Name

Address

Email

Tel

 
Please return your answers to: 

Bournville Village Trust
C/O Claire Morrall
350 Bournville Lane
Bournville
Birmingham
B30 1QY 

or email InView@bvt.org.uk

puzzles
To be in with the chance of winning a £20 Love to Shop voucher, which can be redeemed at over 130 
leading stores, complete the Quiz and return your answers to: Bournville Village Trust, C/O Claire 
Morrall, 350 Bournville Lane, Bournville, Birmingham, B30 1QY or email InView@bvt.org.uk –with 
subject header ‘Quiz’ by Monday 26th November 2018. All correct entries will be placed into a prize 
draw with one winner chosen at random.

1: Cherry, plum and jubilee are all varieties of what fruit? 

2: In which city would you find the CN Tower and Rogers Centre?  

3: Carpenter, bumble and honey are all species of what insect? 

4: ‘Divide’ and ‘X’ are album titles by which artist? 

5: How many years is the National Health Service (NHS) celebrating this year? 

6: How many films are currently in the Jurassic Park franchise? 

7: Which actor played the character Basil Fawlty in Fawlty Towers?

8: How many pounds are there in a stone? 

9: Which country won this year’s FIFA World Cup?  

10: You will find the answer to the next question in this newsletter… What date will the 
Bournville Christmas Festival take place on? 


