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The latest version of the BVT Design Guide has been released with important advice on the use of artificial grass.  
While there are some advantages to installing artificial grass in gardens, the disadvantages are overwhelming and 
fundamentally go against the neutral surroundings which the Trust promotes.  Therefore, the use of artificial 
grass on the frontages of properties on the BVT estate is not permitted.  At the rear of properties, the use of 
artificial grass is discouraged.  There are factors which mean that artificial grass is not suitable for properties on 
the BVT estate, these include: 

 It is made of synthetic materials which are not environmentally friendly. 

 It is not environmentally friendly to insects and wildlife. 

 It can look very uniform and provide a manufactured ‘false’ look. 

 The Trust promotes a natural environment and artificial grass goes against this. 

Since its creation in 1985, the Design Guide has been updated at intervals to provide valuable guidance to resi-
dents.  As new innovations and technologies have been created, the Guide has needed to be updated to take into 
consideration the benefits, and indeed the drawbacks, of several areas of building and planning.  The guide includes 
advice on: Conservation areas & listed buildings, Extensions, Building materials, Gardens, Hardstanding & parking 
spaces, TV & satellite dishes, Miscellaneous alterations & additions and how to apply for Trustee consent.  It is im-
possible for the Guide to comment upon every eventuality, so if there is any proposal that does not feature in the 
Design Guide then please seek further advice from the Trust.   

See https://www.bvt.org.uk/bournville-estate-design-guide/  

Ralph Lawson Tennis Club Rep, Council Treasurer, Hall 
Management Team, WHVNews delivery team   475 4175 

Tom McGrath, WHVNews delivery team     
07903 028033 

Tessa Mitchell Secretary, WHVNews delivery Team  
News Team 472 6383 

Richard Trengrouse  Conservation Zoning,  WHVNews 
delivery team  258 2256 

Carole Willock  Hall Management Treasurer, WHVNews 
delivery team  258 0621  

Sharon Yeomans Estate Management  
and Scheme Rep 475 9890 

W E O L E Y  H I L L  V I L L A G E  N E W S  E D I T O R I A L  T E A M  

Robert Booth, Editor & Tessa Mitchell, Rosemary Hay and Alan Moody 
 

The team acknowledges the invaluable help given by proof readers and all the contributors   
Thanks to Carole Lowe, Community Development Assistant at Bournville Village Trust  for the front page 

 

 

Please send articles for the next edition by email to  cadamservices@btopenworld.com  
or ridgway442@btinternet.com  

 

The team takes this opportunity to send a warm welcome to all new residents of Weoley Hill 

W E O L E Y  H I L L  V I L L A G E  C O U N C I L  M E M B E R S  

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
BOURNVILLE VILLAGE TRUST  

PERMISSION FOR ALTERATIONS 
Please note there have been recent  

revisions to BVT’s Design Guide 
all residents are invited to  

consider the same  
via www.bvt.org.uk 
See example below 

 

TREE  
REMOVAL 

Prior consent 
from BVT is 
required be-
fore any tree 
is removed 
from the 

front or rear 
of a property 

 

Weoley Hill Village 
News in full colour 

and large print:  

www.bvt.org.uk/
news-and-events/

weoley-hill-village-
news   

Alan Moody Chairman, Hall Management Team, 
WHVNews delivery Team, Cp4so Rep, 475 7682 

 

Spencer Webb Vice Chair, Street Association Rep, 
WHVNews delivery team  07973 636197 

Jessica Allan, BVT Representative 0300 333 6540 
Ann Belsey Hall Manager, Hall Management Team 

07809 640080 
Rosemary Hay Badminton Rep, Hall Management 

Team, WHVNews delivery team  472 0674 
Wiebina Heesterman, Environment,  
WHVNews delivery team    475 6967 

BVT DESIGN GUIDE 
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BVT GARDEN AWARDS 2019-20 
 
 

The BVT Garden Award, developed in partnership with residents, is 
presented to residents in Birmingham and Telford who go above and 
beyond to look after their gardens.  There is no limit to the number of 
awards that BVT presents each year, but candidates do need to meet a 
specific standard to receive an award.   
 

Gardens are judged according to the Garden Award Assessment 
Criteria by Bournville Village Landscapes, on the first Tuesday of every 
month from April to September.  Information is on the BVT website.  The 
categories are: Small garden, Medium to large garden, Container garden, 
Community garden, Environmental/Wildlife garden, Private Allotment Garden and Commercial garden. 
 
 

Successful candidates are presented with a plaque that can be fixed, in most instances, to the front of 
the property. To check eligibility and to apply for a BVT Garden Award, please contact our Community 
Services team by emailing communityadmin@bvt.org.uk.  Non-Internet users can call BVT Customer 
Services on: 0300 333 6540. 

Bournville Open Gardens 2019 
Sunday the 7th of July was a beautiful day for visiting 
Bournville gardens and Weoley Hill provided some of the best 
again this year.  Garden owners all agreed that the day was a 
lot of fun preceded by some dedicated work to get gardens 
looking good.  BVT/NGS Open Gardens presents a challenge 
but it’s all in the name of charity.  Over £7600 was raised from 
more than 700 visitors on the day for the following nursing and 
caring charities: Marie Curie and Macmillan,  Birmingham St 
Mary’s Hospice, Acorns Children’s Hospice and The Stroke 
Association. 

 

Bournville Open Gardens 2020 Sunday 5th July  
Unfortunately, for the first time, there will no Weoley Hill 
Gardens opening in 2020.   
 

Bournville Open Gardens 2021 
We need open gardens in Weoley Hill Village in 2021 so 
please, if you’re taking pride in your patch, why not get in touch with Theresa Gordon, Community Services 
Coordinator at BVT (TheresaGordon@bvt.org.uk) in the first instance and find out what is required.  There 
are some wonderful gardens in Weoley, there’s plenty of help and advice for you to get your garden open and enjoy 
the fun.

BOURNVILLE GARDENS & THE NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME                               

CASTLE ART SOCIETY PROGRAMME 2019 –20 
 

Castle Art Society meets every Friday morning in Weoley Village 
Hall, 10am to 1pm. The charge is £3 per session attended upon 
becoming a member and includes tea/coffee & biscuits.  Members 
bring their own work, but help is always on hand, should you 
require it!  We are a very friendly group.  
 

On June 5th this year we had our summer coach outing, this time 
to the Ashmolean Museum and Art Gallery in Oxford. An enjoyable 
day was had by all exploring the Museum and Oxford's city centre 
and other attractions. 
At the time of writing this article Castle Art Society are organising 
and setting up the 2019 Summer Exhibition at St Nicolas Place on 
Kings Norton Green, 10th September to 14th September. 86 
Exhibits have been entered this year showing again the productivity 
of the art group.  

Please visit: castleartsociety.co.uk for more information.  Professional artists demonstrate various mediums on the 
first Friday of the month, as follows, and we hold two workshops a year (usually on a Thursday). 
    
4th October Rob Wareing - Portrait in pastel.    17th October Shane Wiseman - Wildlife in Pastel WORKSHOP.  
 

1st November Richard Crabtree - Landscape in oils.     7th February 2020 Ian Ridley - Trees in Watercolour. 
 

6th March George Boyten - Buildings/people in watercolour.    3rd April Angela Gaughan - Wildlife in Acrylics.  
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Background 
This is an international award and is a sign that a space boasts the highest 
possible environmental standards, is beautifully maintained and has excellent 
visitor facilities, setting the benchmark standard for the management of 
recreational outdoor spaces across the United Kingdom.  After submission in 
2018 Weoley Hill Village Parks 1, 2 & 3 were unsuccessful in gaining the award 
and several key points were highlighted, including the lack of a Biodiversity 
area, as needing attention. 
 
Your Estate Management and Scheme Committee talked about a project to 
install a wildflower and wildlife area to Weoley Hill parks. Weoley Hill Village 
residents met with BVT’s Estates & Community Services departments to 
consult on the planting of the planned wildflower meadow in Weoley Hill Park 
area 1 (Bristol Rd to Fox Hill). 
 
Initial plans drawn up by Bournville Village Landscapes selected several small 
patches of wildflower to run along the brook but earlier in the year and 
following discussions with Weoley Hill Village residents it was agreed that one 
large patch of 1400m2 of wildflower meadow should be created and in May, 
Bournville Village Landscapes and Amenity Land Solutions killed off the 
existing weeds, scarified and drill-seeded and planted with a  Biodiversity Mix 
in June.   
The results of this planting have been evident during August with a stunning 
display of wild flowers.  A further submission is to be made this year.   
 
 

A few posted comments 
‘I do not remember seeing such a wonderful display of colour before’.   ‘It has become a tourist attraction with 
people taking lots of pictures’.  ‘I took a picture on Saturday - it’s beautiful. I’d love to see more of this across 
Weoley Hill Village!’.  ‘I went for a walk yesterday evening and loved it!’.  ‘It's gorgeous’.  ‘We should definitely do 
this more around the area’.  ‘Absolutely stunning’.                                                         Thanks to Helen Ogbourn 

GREEN FLAG AWARD® STATUS AT WEOLEY HILL PARKS 1, 2 & 3 

 

Weoley Hill Village News in full colour and large print:  
www.bvt.org.uk/news-and-events/weoley-hill-village-news   
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WEOLEY HILL VILLAGE BONFIRE  & FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
 

Saturday 2nd November 2019 
The Weoley Hill Bonfire and Firework Display will  once 
again take place in the Valley Parkway, by Weoley Hill 
Village Hall, with the kind permission of Bournville Village 
Trust.  This year the event will take place on Saturday the 
2nd November and is being organised by volunteers from 
Weoley Hill Village Council, the Scouts and Cricket 
Club.  If you would like to help and support the Bonfire 
Team on the day please contact Alan Moody on 
01214757682 or email alan.moody@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Gates open @6pm Bonfire Lighting about 6.30pm  
Firework Display approximately 7pm 
 

Tickets sales are limited to 2,000 tickets.  Once these 
tickets have been sold no-one else will be allowed entry 
onto the site.  There will be no refunds available.  Over 
the last 3 years the tickets have sold out so to avoid 
disappointment buy your tickets in advance – it’s also 
cheaper! 
 

Ticket prices 
Advance ticket prices: Adults £5, Children 16yrs and under 
£2, Children under 4 go free 
On the gate prices: Adults £7, Children 16yrs and under 
£3, Children under 4 go free 
 

Advance Ticket Sales 
Tickets are available from: 
Weoley Hill Village Hall, Weoley Hill, B29 4AD 
Tuesday and Thursday evening, from 6.30pm to 7.30pm 
from 15th October to the 31st October and Saturdays from 
10am to 2pm from the 19th October to the 2nd November. 
 

Shenley Court Hall, Clover Road, B29 4ED 
Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 10.30am and 3.30pm to 
4.30pm from the 14th October to the 1st November.   
 

B.V.T. Head Office, Bournville Lane, B30 1QY 
Monday to Friday from 10am to 4pm from 14th October to 
1st November. 
 

DONT FORGET TO BUY YOUR TICKETS EARLY 

The E. M. & S. C. is a committee of the Bournville Village Trust.  It is made up of four (4) Trustees and four (4) 
resident representatives, who live on the BVT estate. It is this Committee where residents can have an input 
into the running of the BVT estate. 
The Resident representatives serve for a period of four (4) years after which they may seek re-election. Our 
Weoley Hill representative is likely to seek re-election. Weoley Hill Village Council invites anyone who is a 
resident of Weoley Hill and is 18 years of age or older to put themselves forward to take on this role for the 
four years beginning on the 1 January 2020. If there is more than one nominee the Village Council will hold a 
vote at the AGM in November 2019. 
The role will involve 4/5 meetings of the E. M. & S. C. per year. In 2020 there may be invites to some 
consultation meetings too. The person who takes on the role will become an ex-officio member of the Village 
Council to whom they will report back. The Village Council meet once a month, except for August and 
December.  
A couple of the typical issues the E. M. & S. C. deals with are planning applications from residents put into BVT 
and liaising between residents and BVT in such situations as traveller intrusions. 
If you feel you may be interested in taking on the role please contact the Chairman, Alan Moody or the 
Secretary, Ms Tessa Michell. Contact details can be found in the front of this Newsletter. 

ESTATE MANAGEMENT and SCHEME COMMITTEE (E. M. & S. C.) 
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WEOLEY HILL VILLAGE HALL (CONTINUED FROM AUTUMN 2018 EDITION) 
In 1978 Mr and Mrs Gillet funded the building of the 
Gillet Room at the front of the Village Hall for Weoley Hill 
Village Council (WHVC) to use as a Council Chamber.  In 
the same year a porch was built to improve the entrance 
to the main hall itself.  Sadly, over the intervening years, 
the wooden porch with it’s flat-felted roof over the lobby 
has gradually deteriorated due to both the weather, 
especially the autumn gales and various bouts of 
vandalism.   
 

Bournville Village Trust’s (BVT) report in 2013 on the 
condition of the hall concluded that the porch was 
‘coming to the end of its usable life’ and ‘could do with a 
replacement’.  This came to a head 4 years ago when 
the timber frame showed signs of rot and the roof began 
to leak, no matter how many times it was ‘patched 
up’.  Therefore, the time had come to replace the old 
porch with something else, something more radical and 
yet still in keeping with the character of the rest of the 
building. 
 

Consequently, rather than replace one porch with 
another on a ‘like-for-like basis’ DVR Architecture 
designed a new extension with a pitched roof to 
encompass not only a replacement lobby, but also a 
small office to be equipped with wi-fi and a long-awaited 
ambulatory toilet.  For the first time since 1925 Weoley 
Hill Village Hall can now boast toilets at both ends of the 
building! 
 

The extension has a number of striking new features 
including: the pitched roof which, rather than an ‘off-the-
shelf’ trussed roof, is a cut roof with over-sized timbers 
to offset the weight of the roof tiles and ridge, a mere 
two tons; mitred Valleys with the roof tiles cut and 
shaped to nearly fit together to prevent vandalism; a 
gable-end overhang to provide protection from the 
weather when entering or leaving the hall; continuous 
insulation from the therma floor insulation with a damp-
proof membrane dressed up and over the walls into the 
damp proof course, through the cavity walls and into the 
roof, including for the first time the roof space over the 

Gillet Room; new doors with security vision panels  
Double glazed, Georgian style, tilt and turn windows, 
including a new one in the Gillet Room, together with 
security grills; a seemingly more spacious, brighter 
lobby.  An office  fitted out with wi-fi and maybe a digital 
workshop for the residents of Weoley Hill; a toilet with a 
Saniflow waste disposal system without which there 
wouldn’t be a new ambulatory toilet! 
 

The Council also took the opportunity to re-decorate the 
Gillet Room for the first time in more than 20 years and 
to re-vamp it, in order to make it more usable for 
everyone rather than just WHVC.  The roof space is now 
insulated, the door re-hung to improve access and the 
new tilt and turn window will allow a breath of fresh air 
into the Gillet Room after a very long time. 
 

The new extension (progress shots below) with all it’s up
-to-date features and the upgrading of the Gillet Room 
would not have been possible without Steve Weaver and 
his team of skilled builders, roofers, electricians, 
carpenters, plumber and decorators.  Craftsmen such as 
John the bricklayer and Craig who not only contributed 
so much to the new pitched roof, but so impressed BVT 
that he was asked to make good the roof and verges on 
the main hall.  Steve himself proved to be an inspired 
choice of contractor not only for his attention to detail 
and recommendations as work progressed but also for 
listening to the concerns of the Council, assisting in 
keeping the hall open during the building period and 
being aware of the needs of the user groups. 
 

The Council believes that the new extension does justice 
to the hall and is in keeping with the character of the 
building, but with features typical of the 21st rather than 
the 20th Century!  It is hoped that it meets with the 
approval of everyone in Weoley Hill and that residents 
will use the hall even more and to make it flourish well 
into the future.   
 

As always, anyone wishing to use the hall and now the 
Gillet Room should, in the first instance, contact the Hall 
Manager, Ann Belsey on 07809 640080 

Attention needed to road, pavements, verges, potholes etc.? Report to the City 
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20110/report_road_and_pavement_issues  
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WEOLEY HILL VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS 
MON 2.00-3.00pm 

Move it or lose it  exercise 
for the over 50s 

 

4.00-7.30pm 
After school club 

 

7.30pm-8.30pm 
Tai Chi 

TUE  

2.00-4.00pm 
Scrabble weekly Oct-March 

 
4.15-6.15pm Indoor Tennis 

 

7.30 - 8.30pm 
Pilates 

WED 2.30-5.00pm 
Badminton 

 
7.00-8.30pm  
Dance class 

THU 
 

4.30-8.00pm 
Ballroom Dancing Lessons 

8.30-10.00pm 
Badminton 

FRI  

Available for private hire 
4.00-6.00pm 

After school club 
7.30-10.00pm 

Badminton 

If you require further information regarding any of the above classes or hall booking 
please contact the Hall Manager Ann Belsey on 07809 640080  

or Jess or Carole 0121 667 1179/1180 between 9am-4pm Mon-Fri 

SAT 
 

Available for private hire 
 

Available for private hire 

7.30-10.30pm 
Chinese community (some Sats) 

Iraqi comm. (some Sats) 

Wine circle (see adverts) 

SUN 
Available for private hire 

4.00-8.30pm   
Ballroom Dancing Lessons 

Available for private hire 

 

11.00-12.00 
Physio Class 

Available for private hire 

 

10.00– 1.00pm 
Art group 

 
9.00-12.00 

Self-defence 

10.00-4.00 Tai Chi  
Some Saturdays 

OUR WORLD NEEDS SOME TLC  ‘Our natural world is 
under threat from loss of the accelerating decline of 
Earth’s natural support systems’ my newspaper told me 
the other day.  Our food needs pollinating insects, 
healthy soil and all sorts of plants and animals other than 
cows or pigs.  As it is, the vegetables and grains we rely 
on, form only a fraction of all edible plants.  Supermar-
kets stock only a few of them, even though several unu-
sual foods we didn’t know existed are now widely availa-
ble.  You can now buy quinoa, buckwheat groats or 
flakes and chia seed in the supermarket.  All of these can 
now be grown in this country but other food plants com-
mon in Victorian times are not found on the shelves, as 
they don’t keep that well.  Perhaps we could grow them if 
we were so inclined, for instance cardoon, skirret and 
salsify may be grown from seed (I did so).  
 

Then there are several plants we think of as weeds, 
which are perfectly edible and tasty.  The leaves of dan-
delion, goosefoot, plantain, chickweed and nettles are 
best eaten when young.  You can add them to stir-fries, 
soups or some kind of vegetable mix.  Did you know that 
Italians grow dandelions for their salads?  I personally 
think they’re nicer boiled than in the raw.  Eating veg 
from your own back garden doesn’t need to be transport-
ed; anything grown at home, or in your own area, doesn’t 

raise your carbon footprint.  Starting 
with a few herbs, such as chives, 
parsley and rosemary is quite satisfy-
ing; they are easy to grow from seed, 
or from a cutting – rosemary is one of 
the fastest to take root.  It also turns 
out that leaves of several vegetables, 
such as cauliflower, radishes and 
beetroot are good to eat.  Formerly, 
beetroot was even grown just for its 
leaves.  These can be cooked in the 
same way as spinach!  Another vege-
table, favoured by the Japanese, is 
grown in this country for its attractive 
leaves and flowers – and nobody eats 
it here, even though it tastes rather like asparagus!  It is 
called hosta.  Eat in early spring, when the young leaves 
are just unrolling themselves. 
 
 

I make a plea for doing something to help preserve biodi-
versity.  Perhaps putting up a bird box, simply boring a 
couple of holes in an old piece of wood, or bundling up a 
few pieces of bamboo or some other hollow stems - tiny 
solitary bees may well move in and make it their home.  It 
is difficult to see the potential inhabitants though, as they 
are so tiny, I am looking forward to seeing the result!               
Wiebina Heesterman 

Thursday, 31st October 
at Manor Farm Park 

1030 - 1230  
AUTUMN ANTICS 

 

Free event for all. Come along and join in the fun with 
races, pumpkin carving, refreshments and much, much 
more.   For more information on these or any of 
our activitiesplease contact:  
 

secretary@friendsofmanorfarmpark.org.uk 

 find us on Faceboook or check our website: 
www.friendsofmanorfarmpark.org.uk 

Cardoon, too high 
for me to take a 

photo of the top of 
the flower 

Bournville Clarinet Choir Friday 18th October 1 - 2pm 
Lunchtime Concert at the Friends Meeting House,  
65 Linden Road, Birmingham B30 1JT.   
A simple lunch of bread, soup and cheese is available 
from 12 noon. The concerts are free, with a 
retiring collection to cover costs and a fee to the 
recitalists.  Includes Dvorak (arranged Nigel Wood) wind 
serenade Op.44 and music by Fauré and Eric Coates, 
and a Klezmer dance.  
Other concerts: Nov 30th BVT Christmas festival/
switching on of lights; 17th Dec busking for charity at QE - 
7pm, 18th July summer concert at St Francis Church - 
7pm Director: Nigel Wood 
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EYE COLLECTION 
Selly Oak 

Formally Williams Optometrist 
 

A professional sight care service for all the family. 
We are part of the Birmingham & Black Country  

Diabetic Eye Screening Service. Free Contact Lens Trial 
available.  Try our wide range of budget to designer frames 

and get our best advice on lenses, tints and coatings. 
 

 

8A Oak Tree Lane, Selly Oak B29 6HX 
0121 472 0211  www.williams-optometrists.co.uk 

 

 

Garden Waste collections end 25th 
November to 6th December 2019. 

 

Parkinson’s UK Birmingham South  

Support Group 

Meets on 8 x Thursday evenings per year at the 
Bournville Gardens Village from 7.30 to 9pm on 7 
March, 4 Apr, 2 May, 6 Jun, 4 Jul, 5 Sep, 3 Oct and 7 
Nov.  Speaker, tea, coffee and support.  Also Tai Chi 
& Nordic walking groups & trips out, email for details 

pukbhamsouth@gmail.com     07711 889347 

S & A Rossiter  
Traditional Family Butcher 
 

Birmingham’s First Registered Organic 
Butcher 
Gold Award Winning Sausage 
 
 

Tel/Fax 0121 458 1598 
www.organic-butcher.co.uk 
247 Maryvale Road 
Bournville Licence No.R6327 
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LIBRARY REPORT 

AUTHOR VISITS WEOLEY CASTLE LIBRARY 
This year was the 20th anniversary of the Readers/Book club and we were lucky to have Joanna Toye 
to come to talk about her novel ‘A Store At War’.  Joanna joined the production team of the radio 
drama The Archers and became a scriptwriter for over 20 years.  She has written a number of spin 
off books about the long running series.   Her first novel ‘A Store At War’ is set in the Midlands in 
1942 - copies are available to borrow at the library. 
 

Children’s Summer Activities. 
The library hosted an Immersive Planetarium Dome Experience for the children in August.  This 
allowed children to experience the night sky, our solar system and a 3D space station.  The event 

was a roaring success, being attended by 46 people and partly funded by the Friends of Weoley Castle Library.  The Bartley 
Green District History group visited the library on 1st August to give a talk on the history of Bartley Green Village.  This was 
an interesting talk that featured photographs of Bartley Green throughout its history.  The event was organised by the Library 
Friends group and was attended by 16 people.  Please, please support your local Library.   Marjorie Greenfield 

 

Contact: Secretary 0121 458 2547  
Location: Dame Elizabeth Hall, Firbank Close, off Oak 
Tree Lane, Bournville, B30 1UA.  Membership in October 
£6 — Visitors £2 per session 

 

Our programme of illustrated presentations for 2019-20 
 

October 2nd: Lapal Canal renovation a speaker from Lapal Canal Trust, Hugh Humphreys, talks about 
the reclaiming of the missing link between Hawne Basin, Halesowen and  Selly Oak, via the long-disused 
but hugely-intriguing Lapal Tunnel.   Discover the route through the Selly Oak shopping centre. 
 

November 6th: The Gunpowder Plot and the part played by Coughton Court and the Throckmorton 
family with John Miles, In November 1605 a small group of young men, including Guy Fawkes, attempted 
to assassinate the King of England and Scotland, and all the nobles, bishops and members of the House 
of Commons in one fell swoop… 
 

December 4th:  Neil Roberts tells us about Pantomime - a ‘Real Family Show'.  A look at this British 
seasonal institution from the early harlequinade to the big budget extravaganzas. 

 

February 5th: HS2: an overview of this project, Birmingham’s new station and the archaeological 
explorations by Jonathan Lord, Senior Engagement Manager. 
 

March 4th: AGM + Sian Roberts, authoress, talking about Birmingham Quakers and aid to refugees in 
the 1930s and 1940s with a focus on the Bournville’s contribution. 
 

April 1st: History of Chance Glass - David Encill and Henry Chance talk about the Chance regeneration 
project and the links to Bournville. 
 

May 6th: Mary Bodfish, a well-known local historian talks about the fascinating history of Smethwick. 
 

June 6th: a one-day outing to Crich Tramway Village. 

Weoley Hill Village News online is a blog on Wordpress, it 
has approximately 230 members and has been up and 
running for over two years. In that time 178 posts have been 
made.  The great thing about the blog is its immediacy we 
can get information out to members very quickly. We have 
covered major events such as the travellers encampments, 
planning issues, fetes and open days. If you would like to 
contribute to WHVN Online please contact me at 

weoleyhillvillagenews@gmail.com. Contributions must: 
 

i) Be of local interest  ie: Relating directly to Weoley Hill, 
Bournville and the surrounding area 
ii) Not be party political or directly religious 
iii) Not commercial advertising, except for classes, concerts 
etc.  Please provide brief succinct text preferably with 
photographs or graphics.  If you would like to become a 
member of the blog please email Richard using the address 
above and he will send you an invite or  put 
weoleyhillvillagenews.wordpress.com into your favourite 
search engine and follow the instructions. 

WEOLEY HILL’S BLOG 

PARKING MATTERS – PROTECT OUR VERGES 
A reminder: Please can everyone park sensibly and not park their cars on grass verges, pavements or drop curbs for the disa-

bled. When vehicles are parked here it causes unnecessary difficulties for wheelchair and pram users.   
Warning: fines are being issued.  When possible residents should make an effort to park on their driveways keeping roads 

clear and encourage visitors to park sensibly too.  Remember you are making a difference! 
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WEOLEY HILL WINE CIRCLE 2019-20 
Enjoy wines and socialise at Weoley Hill Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Weoley Hill Wine Circle is a friendly and informal group that meets six times a year in 
Weoley Village Hall to enjoy wines from all over the world. Every meeting is based around a different theme, 
which may be a country or geographical area, particular grapes or types of wine, or sometimes a broader topic. 
The Wine Circle welcomes new members and anyone with an interest in wine is invited to come along.   Mem-
bership for the year is £12.50, which is due after two visits, and there is a charge of £5 for each visit to cover 
the cost of the wine.  We look forward to seeing you.  

23rd November 2019 Australia Theresa Edwards & Chris Marlow 

18th January 2020 AGM & Well Travelled Mick Danks & Alex Collier 

WOODBROOKE 
Woodbrooke now offers over 
seventy bedrooms and ten 
meeting rooms set in ten acres 
of organically managed gardens 
and grounds.  
 

Get in touch with our 
Reservations team to find out 
more about booking your next 
event, course or break at 
Woodbrooke.  Don’t forget to 
join our mailing list to keep up 
to date with our latest news, 
offers and events.   
 

0121 472 5171   
enquiries@woodbrooke.org.uk 

Neighbourhood Alert 
If you are interested in receiving helpful security information on Policing, Fire   

you can visit Community Messaging and enrol at  
https://member-admin.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/ 

Delicious Homemade Seasonal Products  
on your doorstep 

Phone Margarethe on 07724 041024 to arrange a time to 
come to 12 Hemyock Road and buy various jams, chutneys, 
cordial and cards that she has produced to support 
ICYAFRICA, a small charity based in Moseley, Birmingham 
that offers amazing education for young people across 
Africa.  See www.icyafrica.org  

FOR NEW TREE ISSUES ON THE ROADSIDE Amey say  ‘If you would like to get in touch please contact our 
customer service centre on: 0800 521 660’   https://www.amey.co.uk/contact-us/ 

A HIDDEN GEM IN THE HEART 
OF BOURNVILLE…  
Founded in the early 1900’s, The 
Beeches quickly became renowned 
as a leading training centre in 
Bournville.  Today, The Beeches 
Hotel & Conference Centre continues 
the legacy of providing first-class 
training and event spaces.  With 22 
conference suites set within 5 acres 
of grounds, The Beeches is the 
perfect venue for escaping the hustle 
and bustle of Birmingham City 
Centre. 
 
 

Fantastic events need fantastic food, 
which is why all of our meals are prepared by our creative in-house chefs.  Why not book a meal with us to enjoy high 
quality food at a fantastic price.  
 
 

Not to forget our 56 on-site bedrooms all equipped with televisions, and access to our bar and gym facilities.  With a 
variety of room types available The Beeches is perfect for local, quality accommodation at great prices.   
 

Give us a call today to find out more about booking your next meeting, event or stay at The Beeches.  Alternatively, pop in 
to take a look around our facilities at a time that suits you! 
 

T: 0121 433 3311   E: reservations.beeches@chartirgde.co.uk     W: chartridgevenues.com/the-beeches/ 
The Beeches Hotel & Conference Centre, Bournville, Birmingham, B30 1LS 
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COMMUNICATION SECURITY 

SCAMS TO BE AWARE OF - KEEP SENDING THEM IN 
 

Email: 
Good Afternoon, Your BTconnect | Business account will expire today,.please renew.  We've removed a virus from 
your email. An email sent to you has been cleaned and the infected attachment removed, as it contained a computer 
virus. The original plain text message is shown below.  What next. If the email is important, contact the sender and 
ask them to carry out anti-virus checks before resending or removing any attachments. Many Thanks, David Martin 
IT Helpdesk Message Center           Delete 
 
There is money waiting for you! I have all the details. The funds in question are quite large ($22.5M). I expect a 
straight answer from you. If you are willing to co-operate with me. Please get back to me through my private email:  
               Delete 
On Monday, August 12, 2019 10:12 AM, Paula wrote: 
Hope you're having a great day. I thought you might appreciate this, click here.    Delete  
 

Dear User  
Why closing your email account? We just received your instructions to delete your e-Mail account. We shall process 
your request within 24 hours. All features associated with your account will be lost. To retain your account, kindly 
click below on Cancel Request to continue using your account 
Thanks for using Our Mail services!  Sincerely,Gardea, Laura The-IT-Help-Team     Delete 
 

Your recent bill and credit can be viewed online here.  Refund was processed due to overcharge from last bill  click 
here for details.  This doesn't include any amounts brought forward from any other bills. You can download the bill as 
a PDF but it can take up to 48 hours before it's available. If it's not there yet, don't worry; just try again in a couple of 
days.                Delete 
 

Dear Sunrise Vendor, 
Sunrise Senior Living has scheduled an electronic payment for deposit into your account of record. Please see 
attached for the Payment Advice associated with this electronic payment.  Note that the payment date reflects the 
date at which the payment is processed by our bank.  Prior to utilizing the funds, please check with your bank and 
ensure that the funds have been deposited.          Delete 
 

Dear User, 
Our security team received your request to delete your account, we will process your request within 24hours.  All 
features associated with your BT account will be lost.  Was this you or someone else, If you didn't make this request, 
kindly cancel request to continue using our service..        Delete 
Thanks for using BT! Nick Lane Managing Director, Customer Care©2019 BT! All Rights Reserved. 
 

Hello, 
Check the attached picture I’ve sent to you.          Delete 
 

Dear User, 
You have reached the storage limit for your Mailbox. Please validdate your mail-box to receive new messages that 
are pending. Warning: failure will cause permanent De-activation if you do not Validate!   Thanks Mail Admin  
                Delete 
Hello user, 
We're closing some of our older email services. That means your BT email address will stop working after 2 May 
2019, unless you add it to your BT Broadband account. If you don't do that, you'll lose your email address as well as 
the contacts and messages associated with it.  Protecting your information is important to us and we work 
continuously to strengthen our defenses against the threats targeting our Financial Institution.  Delete 
 

Phone: 
A company is calling up residents stating that they have dangerous loft insulation and are saying that it needs 
changing and they will sort this out.           Ignore 

A defibrillator is soon to be installed at Weoley Hill Village Hall in the Valley 
Parkway.  This is a new initiative from Weoley Hill Village Council with the help 
and support of Sarah Bessant, a Paramedic and Governor working for West 
Midlands Ambulance Service University NHS Foundation Trust.   
 
The defibrillator will be installed on an outside wall, clearly visible and marked so 

that it will be available for anyone in the community, or for someone who just happens to be passing by to use 
in an emergency.  The ambulance service holds the code for all defibrillators, so in an emergency dial 999 to be 
given the code.  The defibrillator is simple to use and Sarah will be offering an awareness session and CPR 
training when required at a date to be announced. 
For more information either contact Alan Moody, Chairman of Weoley Hill Village Council  on 01214757682 or 
email alan.moody@hotmail.co.uk or Sarah Bessant on 07821226691 or email millybessant@blueyonder.co.uk 
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Trees to the rescue 
After the hottest day of the year so far, it became official 
that without global heating, the temperature would not 
have risen that high. We had better do something about 
it, quick! 
 

While we should all try to use less 
energy to reign in the thermometer 
from climbing even higher, there is one 
other thing that should not give too 
much trouble.  We are told the UK 
needs more trees to soak up excess 
carbon dioxide, as many as 3 billion 
perhaps on waste places, on road-
sides, in plantations and orchards – and 
in our own gardens.  Even a balcony 
can hold a small tree in a large pot.  In 
the garden, why not plant a fruit tree?  
I have also often wondered why our 
roads are not lined with fruit trees as in 
many countries on the continent.  Lo and behold, I found 
a fruit tree on a patch of grass on Abdon Avenue near 
the flats.  It’s an apple, but not an ordinary one, perhaps 
the fruit had best be stewed. 
 

There are definitively some large, long established trees 
in some of the gardens on and near Weoley Hill.  Your 
garden may be too small for any large birches and 
chestnuts, but there are plenty of small trees that can 
help to reduce the pollution and make the air healthier to 
breathe.  The autumn is the best time to plant bare-

rooted specimens. What about an 
olive or bay tree?  Or another 
apple or pear?  These can be 
trained to grow against a trellis or 
fence.  If you get one with a 
small rootstock, the tree will stay 
small but can still bare tasty fruit.  
Miniature acers, some of which 
turn a beautiful red in the 
autumn, make 

a good centrepiece in the smallest of 
front gardens.  The area becomes 
even more attractive with more trees, 
be they large or small.  Then, just a 
few days ago I saw a brief note in my 
newspaper – ‘Save trees with old dish 
water’.  Britons are urged to water 

newly planted 
trees with 
grey water – 
no need to 
waste tap 
water, whether 
on trees in your garden or the 
tree planted in front of your 
house by the council.   
Please give it a go!   
 
Wiebina Heesterman 

BOURNVILLE FREEHOLDERS AND LEASEHOLDERS ASSOCIATION (BFLA) 

If you have only recently moved to the area you may not be familiar with BFLA 
 

The Association is run purely as a voluntary organisation to collectively represent homeowners across the whole of 
the BVT Estate here in Bournville. Our stated aims are to promote the preservation and upkeep of the Estate for the 
good of residents and to maintain dialogue with the Trust for freeholders and leaseholders especially in relation to 
the Management Charge. 
 

Whilst BVT, as a housing association rightly focus on 
the service they provide to their tenants, over 63% of 
the properties on the Estate are privately owned. This 
was a deliberate policy in George Cadbury’s original 
vision to encourage a mixture of tenure. The 
attractiveness of Bournville has much to do with the 
layout, style and variety of houses built, open spaces 
and amenities. In 1972, as a result of the Leasehold 
Reform Act of 1967, the Trustees sought to protect 
their Estate by gaining approval for a “Scheme of 
Management” which allows them to levy a charge for 
the upkeep of the area. It also dictates how 
homeowners must maintain the original appearance of 
their property and seek permission from BVT before 
making any external alterations. *  
 

The area within the ‘Scheme of Management’ includes a 
large part of the Bournville Estate in South Birmingham, 
but there are some notable exceptions and confusion 
can arise over the responsibilities of BVT or Birmingham City Council.  
 

Freeholders will have noticed in the last 3 years BVT have included a pamphlet with their invoices 
which indicate they are spending more on the Scheme than they are recouping from the charges. They 
are signalling changes which are being considered. In fact, at our last AGM BVT’s Chief Executive 
Officer, Pete Richmond, outlined they wish to conduct a consultation to establish the level of services 
required. The corresponding costs will inevitably impact the charge. 
 

BFLA will play an active part in such discussions and would be keen to hear from you. You can find out how to join 
the Association at www.bfla.org.uk or ring me on 476 5248. 
 

 *Design Guide Details can be found on BVT’s web site under “homeowners” and on Page 2 of Weoley Hill Village 
News.  Jack Hynds Chairman, BFLA  

 

BOURNVILLE FREEHOLDERS  
AND LEASEHOLDERS ASSOCIATION 

 

Chairman: Jack Hynds,  
55 Green Meadow Road,  

B29 4DD; 476 5248 chairman@bfla.org.uk 
 

Treasurer: Ray Harper, 18 
Green Meadow Road; treasur-

er@bfla.org.uk 
Secretary: Lucy Farrow,  

secretary@bfla.org.uk 
 

Website:  www.bfla.org.uk     

The Abdon apple 

What kind of apple? 

Tiny Japanese 
cherry 

�

Baby hazelnut, 
dwarfed in its pot by 

flowering plants 
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Bryony House Summer Fayre  
The Fayre was held on a delightful, sunny June day and everyone enjoyed the various stalls, games and 
delicious cream teas! The garden was looking beautiful and people were able to walk around and admire 
it.  The Friends of Bryony House raised £927 which will be used to fund various activities in Bryony 
throughout the year.  
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PLEASE MENTION WEOLEY HILL VILLAGE NEWS WHEN CONTACTING OUR ADVERTISERS 

 

rmbhypnotherapy - Rachel Broomfield 
www.rmbhypnotherapy.com 
rmbhypnotherapy@aol.com 

telephone: 07733 839 591 
Clinical Hypnotherapist and 

Teacher of Mindfulness 
 

To help with a range of issues including: panic at-
tacks, anxiety, depression, phobias,  

stopping smoking, weight management and many 
more… 

 
Formerly a local primary school teacher with 20 years 

experience of working with young children, I am a 
fully insured ‘adult and child hypnotherapist,’ and 

possess an enhanced DBS/CRB certificate. 
I work from Central England Holistic Therapy Centre, 
Alcester Road, Kings Heath. I also offer Mindfulness-
based stress-reduction group sessions for people in 

the workplace.  
Please get in touch to find out more. 

Bournville  
Townswomen’s Guild 

 

We extend a warm invitation to women of all ages to join 
our friendly group.  We offer many activities as well as 

our main Guild meeting on the 4th Monday of each 
month, when we usually have talks given on a wide 

variety of topics and sometimes a quiz.  On the other 
Monday afternoons we have monthly scrabble, tea and 

chat, and handicraft groups.  During the week we have a 
lunch club and trips to places of interest.  Members have 

regional activities they can also attend. 

 

Why not give us a try?  You can sample 3 meetings 
before joining the organisation.  

 

We meet on the 4th Monday of each month,  
2.00 - 4.00pm at the Bournville Quaker Meeting House, 

Linden Road, on the famous Village Green.   
 

For more information, ring the local contact:   
Sue  0121 608 0646 

https://www.bbcwildlife.org.uk/  

CANNON HILL PARKRUN 9.00am  
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING 
What does it cost to join in? 

Nothing - it's free! but please register before 
your first run. Don't forget to bring 
a printed copy of your barcode.    
http://www.parkrun.org.uk/cannon-hill/ 
 

How fast do I have to be? 
We all run/walk for our own enjoyment. Join in 
whatever your pace!  You’ll never come last, 
there’s always a ‘tail walker’ to do that! 

 

If you would like to advertise in WHVN please contact 
Alan Moody  on 475 7682 alan.moody@hotmail.co.uk 
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BOURNVILLE VILLAGE TRUST NEWS 

BVT Homeowners Newsletter registration: 
https://www.bvt.org.uk/news-and-events/register-

for-home-owner-newsletter-now/ 

THE BRAVEST OF THE BRAVE - AWARDS FOR FORMER WEOLEY HILL SCOUT 

Andrew Dear, a former Northfield Manor and Shenley Court pupil from Hemyock Road, has 
won the 24th National Police Bravery Awards following his actions attending a serious car 
accident and saving the life of a man. 
 

PC Andrew Dear was named the overall National Bravery Award winner for 2019 after he got 
through a ten inch gap to save the life of a severely injured car driver who was half in and 
half out of the sunroof of his car and trapped between the upturned car and the road. Despite 
broken glass and the wreckage leaking fuel, with a real risk of a major fire or explosion, PC 
Dear took some of the weight of the car on his back so that he could maintain an airway for 
the casualty. 
 

His bravery was marked with a special commendation from the Lord Lieutenant of 
Warwickshire.  In July this year, along with 70 other nominated officers from around England 
and Wales he won the Bravery Award for the Midland Region presented by Home Secretary, 
Sajid Javid.  He was also voted winner of the Police National Bravery Award for 2019  
 

Previously he was received at 10 Downing Street by Prime Minister, Theresa May and 
newspapers described him as ‘The Bravest of The Brave’. 

Bournville Christmas Festival 
 

This year the popular Bournville Green “switch-on” will be on Saturday 30th November from 
2.30 – 6.30pm with the exciting count-down at 5pm when the famous Christmas tree lights 
up Bournville for the beginning of the festive season. 

 

There will be lots of festive fun with Christmas markets at both Bournville School and St 
Francis Church, local community groups on the Green and performers on the stage, events 
and activities at Selly Manor museum and the Hub, as well as festive food and drink from 
local shops and stall holders.  

 

In the interests of safety for everyone involved there will be road closure in affect from 1.30 
– 7.00pm, along Sycamore Road by the shops but diversion signs will be in place.  
Don’t miss out on all this family fun…… I hear that Father Christmas himself will also be 
paying a visit! See you there! 

WEOELY HILL VILLAGE ‘MOVE IT OR LOSE IT’ FEATURE 

You're never too old to zip wire...arrrrrr! 
On Friday 12 July 2019, Yvonne Mullan, Move it Or 
Lose it (MIOLI) exercise instructor took a group of her 
clients to the Ackers Adventure, Small Heath for a zip 
wire challenge. 
The group made up of men and women aged from 60-
83 years took part in an adventure of a lifetime. They 
overcame their fears of heights and climbed the 101 
steps to the top of the 20metre tower before stepping 
off into the air and zipping across the 80m wire. 
Yvonne was so thrilled with her client's achievements 
and she is looking forward to organising their next 
adventure and personal challenge! 
The clients meet every week for their Move it or Lose it 
exercise class on Mondays at 2-3pm in the BVT Weoley 
Hill Village Hall. They all enjoy a top-to-toe workout of 
aerobic exercises, strengthening and balance work. 
They use a range of equipment from strengthening 
bands and balls to pom-poms, bean bags and take part 
in parachute games.  It's a great fun session enjoyed 
by all her regulars. 
There are spaces available to join. Yvonne is offering a 
free taster session for the first visit, saving £5.00.  To 
find out more information contact Yvonne Mullan  
on 07828 196497 or  yvonne@moveitorloseit.co.uk   www.moveitorloseit.co.uk 

Tenants Newsletter: https://
www.bvt.org.uk/publications/newsletters/ 

Move It Or Lose It exercise group after their adventure�
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ST. DAVID'S CHURCH, SHENLEY GREEN 
We welcome you to our Services: 

 

Thursdays 10.00am Holy Communion 
Sundays - 10.00am Holy Communion  

'Messy Church' at 4pm on the first Sunday of the month 
'Godly Play' on the second Sunday of the month at 10am 
'Café Church' on the third Sunday of the month at 4pm 

 

We also have a Coffee Shop open on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday from 9.30am until 12.00noon. 

  

For a full list of activities held at our Church and Hall please 
come along and pick up a copy of our  

Church magazine 

OUR LADY & ST ROSE OF LIMA  
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

Gregory Avenue, Weoley Castle B29 5DY 
 

Contact the Parish Priest Fr. Gary Buckby 
 

0121 475 1634  www.strose.org.uk 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday 5.15pm—Sunday 11.00 am 
Confessions Saturday 4.30 – 5.00 pm 

Baptisms by arrangement 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, SELLY OAK 
 

Regular Services 
 

Sunday: 
  8.00 am Holy Communion 

10.00 am Family Communion (and Junior Church) 
  6.30 pm Evening Worship  

3rd Sunday in month: 
10.00 am Family Communion & Youth Service 

  6.30 pm Choral Evensong 

Every Wednesday:  
10.00 am Holy Communion 

6.15-7.15 pm Parish registration for baptisms & 
weddings 

 

1st Thursday: 
10.00 am Holy Communion at Sellywood House 

 

4th  Thursday: 
10.00 am Holy Communion at Queen Mother Court 

 

Email:  Vicar@StMarySellyOak.org.uk    
Tel:  0121 472 0250 

See:   www.StMarySellyOak.org 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT WEOLEY HILL CHURCH 
 

Sundays 10.30am Morning Worship & Jnr Church (Choir 9.30)    
Holy Communion 1st Sunday each month
  

 2.00pm Birmingham Korean Church 
Mondays  5.00pm-6.30pm Beavers 
 7.30-9.00 pm Guides 
Tuesdays  3.30, 5.30 & 7.30pm Slimming World  
 (3 sessions) 
Wednesday  1.00pm Lunch Club (1st week of month) 
 2.15-3.30 pm Friendship Group  
 (2nd week of month * See below 
 6.00 pm Cubs 
 7.30pm Scouts 
Thursdays  10.00am – 12 noon Embroidery class 
 7.00-10.00pm Bridge Club 
Fridays 6.30 for 6.45 Community Choir  
Saturdays Morning  Korean School 
 6.00pm Arabic-speaking Church  
 (2nd week of month) 
  

Church Secretary:    Cheryl Thornett,  475 6338 
Room Hire Secretary: Christine Marlow 475 4028 

      

Minister:  The Revd Leonora Jagessar 
Website:  www.weoleyhillchurch.org.uk   
 

 

All are welcome to our services. If you would like further details 
about our services or any of our other activities, please contact 
the Church Secretary or the Minister. An up-to-date diary is pub-
lished each month on our website. 
 

Friendship Group: 
*Wednesday 9 October: Meet at Lorraine’s house; for a talk on 
her recent visit to India. 0121 624 1247 for directions  
Wednesday 13 November: Meet in the church. Speaker from 
the Leprosy Mission. 
Wednesday 11 December at 3 : Meet in the church for a 
Christmas tea. 
2020: 8 January, 12 February, 11 March: to be announced. 
See church website & noticeboard for details. 
 

Lunch Club 
Anyone wishing to have a home-cooked lunch for £5 on the 
first Wednesday of the month please contact Nancy Nicholls 
on 475 4980 for details. £6 for Christmas meal on 4 Decem-
ber. No meeting on 1 January 2020. 
 

Quiz night with fish & chips: Saturday 30 November. Ad-
vance notice required. 
 

Special services:  
Harvest Worship on Sunday 20 October. Bring & share 
lunch afterwards, all welcome.  
 

Remembrance Sunday on 10 November.  
Carol Service to be confirmed: Sunday 22 December. 

NORTHFIELD BAPTIST  
COMMUNITY RESTAURANT 

Have you tried the Restaurant and 
Coffee Shop at Northfield Baptist 

Church on the Bristol Road 
Coffee Shop open 10.00 am to 1.15  

Restaurant open 12.00 noon  
to 1.15pm 

Mondays to Fridays in the centre 
of Northfield? 

Low cost meals & snacks. Fresh food cooked on the premis-
es. Hot drinks plus biscuit £1.20 or less 

 
All the information is included by the editors in good 

faith and is believed to be correct  
at the time of going to press.  Weoley Hill Village 

Council accepts no responsibility  
for error and views expressed are not necessarily 

those of the Council. 


