PART OF THE BOURNVILLE GROUP OF ESTATES

As a result of COVID-19 many of the events advertised in the Autumn 2020
edition of Weoley Hill Village News were eventually cancelled. Those
appearing in this edition will need to be checked out prior to taking part.
Please adhere to the restrictions in place at the time.

Weoley Hill Estate and Village Council celebrates its
centenary in 2021—one hundred years of bringing
residents together and supporting the Weoley Hill
community. To mark the centenary the council is
appealing for ‘historic’ photographs from residents,
clubs and societies which can be scanned and
returned (alternatively self-scan and email with
descriptive
caption
and
date
to
cadamservices@btopenworld.com). The photographs
can be of, garden events, garden projects, council
events, club and society pictures, general views of
Weoley Hill Village over the years etc.
Whilst many Village Council activities have been
halted by the pandemic, we have still been meeting
to plan events for when restrictions are lifted. To
mark the centenary we are hoping to join up with
the wider Bournville Heritage Open Day and Weoley
Hill United Reformed Church for this year’s event
with an exhibition of photographs showing Weoley
Hill over the years. Details are still in their infancy
but we are planning events for 11th September to
mark the occasion.
Of course, these plans will depend greatly on the
situation later this year and will only go-ahead if it is
safe to do so but we’re keeping our fingers crossed.
There will also be a special centenary edition of
Weoley Hill Village News available in early
September which will include a selection of your
photographs.

Just to prove there have been happy days here are the
Fox Hill Sledging Teams in January from the left
Elliott and Amandine, Ben and Jess. More snow
pictures on Page 9

In this edition: Local News, Club & Society
dates, Snow pictures, New BVT Design
Guide, Bournville Society, Lockdown
walks, Scams and local adverts.

Secondly, during the pandemic our Village Hall
Treasurer, Carole expressed her wish to stand down.
As a result, the council has recruited a replacement
and we’d like to welcome Jonathan Stanton as
Carole’s replacement. Jonathan has a wealth of
experience that makes him perfect for the role
having worked for charities and also running his own
business for which he manages his own accounts.
Carole will be staying on as a council member and
we look forward to working with them both moving
forward. Due to the current situation the council
made the decision to co-opt Jonathan into role.
However, we felt it right that we offer everyone the
opportunity to feedback or raise any concerns to this
change. Please visit the link below to submit any
comments. https://bit.ly/3sfrwLr

Out of the ashes,
inset 2014 and 2021
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Hill is a very special place to live and our volunteers help to ensure that this continues into the future. If you can help by volunteering to deliver a few
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BVT’S ‘YOUR COMMUNITY’
BVT have recently launched a new ‘Your Community’
group on BVT’s Face book page and recruited a number
of local people just like you to help the group share
interesting, real and relevant stories from people living in
our different communities. The focus of this new group
is sharing positive news and photos from across our
areas. These new ‘digi-reporters’ will be sharing photos,
positive local news stories, talking about local activities
and events, sharing examples of local kindness, sharing
shout-outs from local community partners, or just posting

the first ‘spring flower’ or sighting of a hedgehog.
We are keen to recruit as many local people as possible
from our different areas to make this a vibrant and
positive place to find out about local news and stories. If
you are interested you must be confident using social
media, particularly Facebook, and be prepared to post
content about once or twice a week.
If you would like to find out more about this please
contact communityadmin@bvt.org.uk and ask for role
description and the Community team will be in touch.

THE BOURNVILLE CLARINET CHOIR has been going from strength to strength
throughout lockdown. A wealth of repertoire has been covered by collaborating
virtually, using online rehearsals and making recordings in our own homes. Lead by
Music Director Nigel Wood who has constructed the finished performances.
Most recently an out of this world Partial Eclipse featured a French soloist Frédéric
Basquin as sopranino saxophone soloist who had recently entered the World Folk
Music Festival. See the Bournville Clarinet Choir version at our Facebook page for the
performance.
WEOLEYFOX SA BOOK GROUP
Who would have guessed, last March, that a whole year later
we would still be Zooming? For a group of readers and
discussers, patiently taking turns at speaking is often quite
hard, especially if the book has aroused strong feelings. We
look forward to summer meetings in a garden, at least, even if
we are still barred from each other’s houses, when we can
interrupt and challenge and agree with greater freedom.
Just to give people a flavour of what we have read this year,
The Light between Oceans, by LM Stedman, is an emotional
roller coaster of a tale set in a remote lighthouse off the
Australian coast. The couple at the centre of the book are faced
with joy and sadness, and trauma, and a huge moral dilemma.
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It was nominated for several awards, and received much
acclaim on its publication. We thoroughly enjoyed reading it,
and also the warm discussion which followed about the morality
or otherwise, of some very difficult decisions made in the
course of the book.
In a very different world, another book we read was Wilding by
Isabella Tree. It is the summary of a positive experiment in
reversing environmental destruction, in a small(ish) area of
Sussex. The dramatic improvements made in the Knepp
experiment, to the quality of the land, and the quantity of wildlife
thriving as a result in just twenty years or so, is full of possibility
and hope. If anyone is interested in finding out more, do contact
me on 07989978571.
Anthea Owen

BOURNVILLE ESTATE DESIGN GUIDE
During February we contacted everyone living in the area, held a
number of focus meetings with a variety of residents groups as
well as architects and other stakeholders in the area. The timeline
of what happens next is all on the website www.bvt.org.uk/ourcommunities/bournville-design-guide-review/results-ofconsultation

Weoley Hill Village News
in full colour and large
print:
www.bvt.org.uk/news-and
-events/weoley-hill-village
-news

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Bournville Village
Trust applications for
all alterations

TREE
REMOVAL
Prior
consent
from BVT is
required
before any
tree is
removed
from the
front or
rear of a
property.

https://www.bvt.org.uk/
news-and-events/newbournville-estate-designguide-out-now/
After a significant Draft
Guide and further local
consultation BVT say the
new Guide will be operating from this summer.

JOIN BOURNVILLE FREEHOLDERS & LEASEHOLDERS ASSOCIATION
Chairman: Jack Hynds,
55 Green Meadow Road, B29 4DD; 476 5248 chairman@bfla.org.uk
Treasurer: Ray Harper, 18 Green Meadow Road; treasurer@bfla.org.uk
Secretary: Lucy Farrow, secretary@bfla.org.uk
Website: www.bfla.org.uk
USEFUL INFORMATION
If you see fly tipping it is easily reported to the Council via
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20140/environmental_concerns_and_requests/89/report_flytipping Don't assume other people will report it and the more reports they get the better! For bulky
items go to https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/…/86/bulky_waste_collections
Attention needed to trees, roads, pavements, verges, potholes etc.? Report to the City
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20110/report_road_and_pavement_issues
PARKING MATTERS – PROTECT OUR VERGES
A reminder: Please can everyone park sensibly and not park their cars on grass verges, pavements or
drop curbs for the disabled. Warning: fines are being issued. When possible residents should
make an effort to park on their driveways keeping roads clear and encourage
visitors to park sensibly too. Remember you are making a difference!
Reporting issues with green TV & phone distribution boxes such as open doors and graffiti:
BT/Open Reach: 0800 023 2023, Virgin Media: 033 0333 0444

Neighbourhood Alert
If you are interested in receiving helpful security information on Policing, Fire
you can visit Community Messaging and enrol at
https://member-admin.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/

All the information is included by the editor in good faith and is believed to be correct at the time of
going to press. Weoley Hill Village Council accepts no responsibility
for error and views expressed are not necessarily those of the Council.
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S & A Rossiter
Traditional Family Butcher

Birmingham’s First Registered Organic
Butcher
Gold Award Winning Sausage
Tel/Fax 0121 458 1598
www.organic-butcher.co.uk
247 Maryvale Road
Bournville

Licence No.R6327

Birmingham South Support Group
Meetings, Extend exercise, Tai Chi,
Parkinson’s Cafes, Singing, Social activities,
Day trips out, Monthly newsletter
For full details contact:
pukbhamsouth@gmail.com 07711 889347

CASTLE ART'S COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENT
The Society's response to re-opening given our
group's vulnerability, we DO NOT at present feel it
safe to return. This decision has not been taken lightly
and was after much discussion.
Our decision is to defer our return for the time being,
however, another committee meeting will be convened
to decide in the light of the latest information whether
a return is sensible.
Ray Brookes, Chairman
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LIVING IN WEOLEY HILL
IMPRESSIONS OF WEOLEY HILL

additional gratitude for it now because in the
strangeness of 2020 I had a baby, my first, and
those qualities feel even more needed. I get to
imagine all the things my little toddler will
appreciate about this place too. I look ahead to
the conversations we will have about the rhythm
of this place - the spring flowers, the tennis club
bursting into life, the sound of cricket on summer
evenings, the lawnmowers roaring into action and
the gangs of little birds that stampede along the
back gardens gathering autumn treats.

Since moving to Weoley Hill four years ago, every
spring fills me with excitement. That feeling starts
with the yellow crocuses rushing up the line of
oaks and chestnuts. I then keep my eye out for
the rich purple ones and the daffodils to follow. I
steal enjoyment from people’s front gardens,
soaking up the sight of the snowdrops, cyclamens
and cherry blossom. It feels like a bad habit to
treat them as entertainment but I appreciate the
effort people make. I hope that something that I
plant makes people smile too. The anticipation is
gripping me even more this year because those
flowers
as
symbols
of
hopefulness
and
determination feel badly needed. It gives me a bit
more energy and positivity so I start thinking
about dabbling in my gardening, growing flowers
that the insects will lap up, building the compost
heap and crafting my plans for the veg patch. Of
course, spring is everywhere and I am glad of it,
but I really love spring in Weoley Hill.

I feel impatient for this year to get moving but I
have made an effort to appreciate what is
happening now. I have had lots of time to take in
the early sights of spring this year, walking the
streets for allotted exercise and to encourage the
baby to have a nap. We have introduced a witch
hazel circuit up Green Meadow Road and down
Swarthmore Road (I’ve counted three), which can
be extended with a loop up Fox Hill to see the
Weoley Hill has struck us from the start as beautiful carpet of cyclamens.
Chloe Alexander
friendly, full of care for nature and people. I feel

Spring on its way although plenty of time for some more ‘winter’. Photo Jo Mason
POSTMISTRESS RETIRES
Nina Soni the postmistress from Swarthmore Road Post office is retiring after 30 years of dedicated
service on 24th March. Weoley Hill Village News wishes Nina, a vital member of the Weoley Hill
community, a long and happy retirement.
i) Be of local interest ie: Relating directly to Weoley Hill,
Bournville and the surrounding area
ii) Not be party political or directly religious
iii) Not commercial advertising, except for classes, concerts
etc. Please provide brief succinct text preferably with
photographs or graphics. If you would like to become a
member of the blog please email Richard using the address
above and he will send you an invite or
put
weoleyhillvillagenews.wordpress.com into your favourite
search engine and follow the instructions.

WEOLEY HILL’S BLOG
Weoley Hill Village News online is a blog on Wordpress, it
has approximately 230 members and has been up and
running for over two years. In that time 178 posts have been
made. The great thing about the blog is its immediacy—we
can get information out to members very quickly. If you
would like to contribute to WHVN Online please contact me
at weoleyhillvillagenews@gmail.com. Contributions must:
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CRICKET CLUB NEWS
losing these events, plus the club share of the village
bonfire takings, the cancellation for the first time in nearly
60 years of the annual dinner dance night and general
bar takings has meant that proposed improvements have
had to be deferred until the future.

WEOLEY HILL CRICKET CLUB SEASON 2020
Over the years, there has been a variety of reasons why
a season couldn't get started on time or suspended e.g.
prolonged periods of heavy rain, snow, water rationing,
foot and mouth. The 2020 season will be remembered as
the year that very nearly didn't happen. Pre-season nets
had started and league fixtures arranged. However, the
body blow to every one including the cricket world was
the suspension of all sports/leisure activities due to the
COVID-19 outbreak. For several weeks there was
uncertainty over whether the season would get started
and it was only after heavy lobbying by the ECB that
recreational cricket was given the clearance to start but
subject to very strict rules over the way that matches
were to be managed. Use of dressing rooms was
banned, players had to take their own teas, fielding teams
had to sanitize their hands after every six overs, umpires
didn't hold caps or sweaters for bowlers, players had to
travel to away matches separately, and very strict
directional and spacing measures taken to get after
match drinks.

At the end of the year, the club very sadly lost one of its
members who had been heavily involved with the running
of the club for 20 years. Bruce Morley took over the role
as groundsman for both the main pitch as well as all the
work required to re-establish the pitch at Allens Cross
Recreation Ground for the third team matches and latterly
the involvement of the planning of the new pitch at Selly
Oak. He was an excellent scorer for the first team, was
the club representative on league matters and put
together all the administrative requirements that enabled
the club to obtain the Clubmark accreditation. His
contribution to the club was marked last year with his
being appointed Life Vice President. He will be very
sadly missed by everybody at the club.

The season eventually started in July and all Cricket
Happy days
Boards decided that to reduce travel when playing away,
teams would be assigned to play in localised leagues and
not in the leagues that they would normally play in.
The first team ended up in a league containing some
Birmingham League teams. Unfortunately, several
players who would normally play in the team had to stand
down as either they or their partners were in the NHS and
working. However, it did give some of the younger
players an opportunity to test themselves at this level and
performances
were
very
satisfactory
in
the
circumstances. Likewise the second team was also
placed in a localised league and because of the depth of
good young players in the club, allowed the team to also
have a satisfactory season.
With pre-season nets on hold until further notice, planning
Because of the number of players required to play in the for the season is still going on and anticipating that some
top teams meant that the third team had to be suspended cricket will be played. Sufficient coverage has been
for the season and therefore the club was not able to use made about the need for everyone to keep active during
the new third team ground ‘The Oval’. Although this these difficult times. It is essential that all the young
ground wasn't played on during the season, nevertheless players in the club still see cricket as an outlet for their
sport activity as well as being able to enjoy the social
there was a break-in and the pitch mower stolen.
Traditionally the club has had well supported social side. Seeing the club up and running again for business
events and these have ensured that the club has cannot come soon enough.
maintained a healthy financial balance sheet. Obviously Howard Clay
BVT’S WELL WINTER CAMPAIGN
BVT’s Well Winter campaign closes at the end of March
2021. We have helped over 288 households with food
and fuel vouchers, ensuring many in need were able to
access the basic essentials to keep themselves fed and
warm over this difficult winter period.
We understand that times continue to be very difficult for
many and help is still available. If you know of someone
who is struggling in any way – whether they have money
concerns and have lost their job, or they are suffering
with their emotional wellbeing through loneliness there
are still people and organisations that can help.
For concerns with debt and money:

Contact our friendly income team for help if you are
struggling to pay your rent or any other BVT charges.
They can look at whether you need to apply for benefits
and give advice on debt and other financial issues.
If they cannot help they can signpost to other local
organisation in the area.
There is also plenty of local support for our older
residents through the local Neighbourhood network
schemes and for families with children through the local
Early help partnerships. You can contact BVT and ask to
speak to your local housing officer or a member of BVT’s
community team and they will be able to signpost you to
the support you need.

NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME AND BVT’S GARDEN AWARDS SCHEME
There is no clear indication that these two schemes will be resuming as normal this year. However, we do need open
gardens in Weoley Hill Village in the future so please, if you’re taking pride in your patch, why not get in touch with us.
There are some wonderful gardens in Weoley Hill, there’s plenty of help and advice for
you to get your garden open and enjoy the day.
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Interested in
joining Guides?
 Want to learn more?
Then get in touch as
we have spaces
available.
 Do you have a
daughter aged between 10-14 who is interested in
developing new skills and meeting new friends?

Then why not give Guiding a try?
We meet on a Monday evening between
7:30—9:00pm at Weoley Hill United Reformed
Church and now have availability for new
members. Interested or want further
information then please get in touch with one
of the Leaders:
Natalie – 07974310629 or
qm225@hotmail.co.uk
Hilary – 07761747515
WHAT’S HAPPENED AT THE YACHTING
POOL The main leak has been stopped,
concrete blocks re-positioned and coping stones
replaced with a superior grade of concrete. The
work has included strengthening the edge with
the insertion of wire mesh prior to pouring the
cement. This should ensure the structure will
be safe for at least 20 years and reopening will
occur in March.

If you would like to advertise in WHVN
please contact Tom Magrath at
tom.tmag48@gmail.com

rmbhypnotherapy - Rachel Broomfield
www.rmbhypnotherapy.com
rmbhypnotherapy@aol.com
telephone: 07733 839 591
Clinical Hypnotherapist and
Teacher of Mindfulness

To help with a range of issues including: panic attacks,
anxiety, depression, phobias,
stopping smoking, weight management and many more…
Formerly a local primary school teacher with 20 years
experience of working with young children, I am a fully
insured ‘adult and child hypnotherapist,’ and possess an
enhanced DBS/CRB certificate.
I work from Central England Holistic Therapy Centre, Alcester Road, Kings Heath. I also offer Mindfulness-based
stress-reduction group sessions for people in the workplace.
Please get in touch to find out more.

PLEASE MENTION WEOLEY HILL VILLAGE NEWS WHEN CONTACTING OUR ADVERTISERS
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Contact: Secretary 0121 458 2547

the exhibition. These are a few of the comments from
visitors we thought you’d like to read:
‘Thank you, it’s been fabulous looking at these photos of
Bournville’s heritage, fond memories of my childhood.’
‘Restrictions didn’t stop us visiting the great exhibition about
life in Bournville and have a walk round the village. May the
novelty of Bournville never wear off.’ ‘I visited the gorgeous
photography exhibition at Selly Manor.’ ‘What a great
exhibition at this bleak time, thank you Bournville Society
and Selly Manor.’

Location: Dame Elizabeth Hall, Firbank Close, off Oak
Tree Lane, Bournville, B30 1UA. Membership in
October Membership £6
Visitors £2 per session. 7.30-9.00pm

The Society is planning to hold presentations from October
2021. The subjects will be Water from Wales, Garden
Suburbs, the Bromsgrove Guild, Laurel and Hardy, Spitfire &
Castle Bromwich History and Chance Glass. The annual
outing is likely to be in June 2022 to Crich Tramway Village.
Further details will be given in the Autumn Edition of Weoley Following the success of this show The Bournville
Society will be holding another exhibition hosted by
Hill Village News
Selly Manor 18th May – 4th June.
This is titled
Despite COVID restrictions a major exhibition was organised Bournville: Then and Now. Many old photographs,
by your Society titled ‘The Sweet Life in Bournville’ and was some for the first time, have been recently ‘re-shot’ to
held at Minworth Greaves in September 2020. Owing to its
record subtle changes to Bournville. Further details
popularity it was extended by two weeks into October. 700
from Selly Manor 472 0199 sellymanor@bvt.org.uk
people visited and both BBC and the Evening Mail featured

Delphine Rowe April 1919 – April 2019
Sadly we have to report the death of Delphine, just 17 days short of her 100th birthday. Many of you will remember
her in one or other of her many roles in serving our community as City Councillor, Weoley Hill Scheme
Representative, BFLA committee member, Chair of Governors at Northfield Manor, Scrutiny Panel member,
Soroptimist, Conservative and Friend of the Northfield Festival. She had a lifelong belief in equal opportunities for all
and giving a helping hand to those who merited it. Delphine also had two other great passions: Music and cricket,
three if you count “A Question of Sport” which she never missed! She was a member of the CBSO, served teas at
Worcester Cricket Club for many years and created annual awards for the two most promising and deserving U17
cricketers in Warwickshire. As she became frail she withdrew from active involvement, but will be missed and
remembered as someone who truly contributed to Weoley Hill and to Birmingham.
Sue Hynds
A CARBON SINK OF YOUR OWN
Combating Global Warming from the Ground Up, a
F i ve S t e ps t o Ma k in g Y o ur Gard en
research composed by the Union of Concerned
a C ar bo n S i n k
( http s: / /d ai l y. j s t o r .o rg / f i ve-s te ps- to-ma k ing- Scientists.
yo u r -g ar de n-a- ca rb on- s in k /
TH E FIVE STEPS TO YOUR CARBON SINK
You have heard of ‘carbon sinks? You may have read
that trees and forests, or rather their leaves, soak up Step One Minimize use of synthetic
carbon dioxide (CO2), these are carbon sinks. They help fertilizers, particularly nitrogen-rich
the earth to maintain a reasonable temperature; if a lot of ones, because they require fossil
CO2 is in the atmosphere, the earth gets hotter and fuel energy to manufacture and
hotter, as it keeps too much of the warmth we get from release greenhouse gasses in the
the sun by day from radiating back into space during the process.
night.
Step Two Avoid leaving the soil
Luckily there are more carbon sinks than trees and
“naked” during seasons when plants
leaves: marshes, mangroves and sea grass meadows.
aren’t actively growing. Bare soil is
Being inland and as far from the sea as possible in the
vulnerable not only to erosion and
UK, we cannot do anything about the marine carbon
weeds, but also carbon loss. Use cover crops, especially
sinks. The Moseley Bog may be the only marshy carbon
nitrogen-fixing ones, such as legumes
sink in the urban conurbation. Are there any bogs in
North Birmingham? Bet you didn’t know that - the soil Step Three Plant trees and shrubs when possible,
itself is the biggest carbon sink of all (see: http:// because they absorb more carbon dioxide with their
nutriculture.org/soilcarbonsink/). It is healthy and does trunks and branches than smaller plants.
not contain any polluting plastic micro fibres. We can do
a lot about keeping the soil in our own gardens healthy – Step Four Compost. Rather than throwing away dead
as it is, each garden with healthy soil and plants and grass, plants, and wood clippings, gardeners are advised
perhaps a few trees, be it ever so small, is a carbon sink. to compost them, along with kitchen scraps.
But please, please, don’t use any pesticides or Step Five Reconsider lawns. While grasses also store
herbicides. All it takes is proper managing practices, carbon, plush green lawns often require a lot of water
according to The Climate-Friendly Gardener: A Guide to and synthetic fertilizer to look good.
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WINTER IN WEOLEY HILL
A considerable variety of wildlife
appears in Weoley Hill. Readers tell us
of nuthatch, long-tailed tits, green
woodpeckers,
greater
spotted
woodpeckers, tawny owls and jays
and, of course, foxes and badgers are
resident.
Buzzards and bats were
active last summer so look out for
those again but bull finches and
chaffinches were not. Write in and let
us know if you’ve seen any other
species.
The little egret has been
spotted again this year on the cricket
field
but
the
extra- ordinary

sighting has been of the great white
egret (yellow bill, Right) in Weoley Hill
Park 1 near to the Bristol Road. It was
photographed on several occasions in
Bournville Park brook (see opposite by
Oliver Ridgway).
Thanks to Greville Ferry for the badger
and fox pictures in a Middle Park Road
garden. Three badgers were counted
on one occasion and they are huge.
Also Jo Mason for the Little Egret on
the cricket field (black bill, right).
HAPPY TIMES THIS WINTER

Starting top left: Mr & Mrs
Snowman, Baby Snowman in Fox
Hill, Snow children by Lydia and
Faith from Sellywood Road, Happy
Snowman in the park, Scarecrow
Snowman in Green Meadow Road,
Oli and Tom with Dad David on the cricket field with
Weoley Hill’s tallest snowman, a happy snow lady, further
afield, Grandad Snowman on Bournville Green and an ice
house in College Walk and finally the longest lived
snowman seen well into January in Witherford Way after
the first fall of snow.
Congratulations to all the
snow builders.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & REPORTS
PLEASE NOTE
BVT are acting on reports of garden refuse and rubbish
fly-tipping in our wooded copses. The woods are a
unique haven for wildlife including badgers, owls,
buzzards, woodpeckers, foxes, hedgehogs, bats and
other birds and small mammals and a variety of wild
flowers. The areas are private, not open for public
access and managed by BVT. It is a privilege to have
these woods in such close proximity. Children should
certainly not be using them as a playground. We have
such lovely gardens, why disturb the wildlife and fauna
of the woodland?
Garden Green Waste collections begin in
the fortnight between Monday 1st March and
Friday 12th March. The service finishes in the
fortnight between Monday 22nd November
and Friday 3rd December. If you have any
issues or concerns relating to the provision of
wheelie bins, please contact Birmingham City
Council direct by calling 0121 303 1112 or
visit the Council’s website:

BOURNVILLE VILLAGE TRUST
Tenants Newsletter: https://
www.bvt.org.uk/publications/newsletters/
BVT Homeowners Newsletter
registration: https://www.bvt.org.uk/newsand-events/register-for-home-ownernewsletter-now/

If you know of a Bournville Village Trust resident
who has not subscribed to Village Voices, please
remind them that they can sign up now by visiting
https://www.bvt.org.uk/our-communities/registeryour-interest-in-getting-involved/ ITS FREE!
WEOLEY HILL UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
The annual carol service was moved out of
doors to comply with the ban on congregational
singing indoors, and the combined church and
Community choirs were joined by safely-spaced
families and friends to sing a few favourite
carols on a very cold and windy but bright
Christmas Eve.

www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20009/
waste_and_recycling/106/contact_us_about_your_bin 

If you would like to advertise in WHVN
please contact Tom Magrath at
tom.tmag48@gmail.com
WEOLEY HILL’S REMEMBRANCE DAY 2020
IN THE TIME OF COVID-19

On a misty Sunday November 8th 2020 at
Weoley Hill’s United Reformed Church a
small gathering stood in an act of
remembrance as the autumn sun broke
through.
At the height of the second Covid lockdown
residents were asked to place a poppy on
the cross outside the church because the
traditional remembrance service was a
casualty of the one month lockdown then in
its second week.
Thanks to church members and Weoley Hill
neighbours. Children's handmade offerings
were particularly welcome.

CANNON HILL PARKRUN 9.00am EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
Organisers of parkrun have announced the free 5k Saturday morning events
will restart in England on June 5.
The mass-participation runs, which were attracting more than 200,000 joggers
nationwide each week, have not taken place in this country since March 2020 because
of the coronavirus pandemic. What does it cost to join in? Nothing - it's free so
keep an eye on this site for news of its reopening
http://www.parkrun.org.uk/cannon-hill/

Weoley Hill Village News in full colour and large print:
www.bvt.org.uk/news-and-events/weoley-hill-village-news
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GET SCAM SMART — SCAMS TO AVOID
Telephone calls
Amazon here, thank you for your order and £300 has been
deducted from your account. If you wish…. Click here. Don’t
forget Amazon never ring to thank you for your order!
BT Open Reach here, we’re picking up error signals from your
router which means its not fast enough….’ IGNORE and please
remember what BT say: “Openreach would never contact you
directly, nor would we ask for personal details or remote access
to your router.

What next? If this email is important, contact the sender and
ask them to carry out anti-virus checks before resending or
removing attachments. Click here for the original message
DON’T

Emails
HMRC owe you a refund! £210.36 is owed to you! Please fill in
the form through this link Hm-taxes/paid.com Please do not
reply.
IGNORE

involves victims receiving an automated phone call, informing
them that they have been charged for an Amazon Prime
subscription, their account is being closed or money has been
taken out of the account.
IGNORE

Dear User,
The Classic version of your Mail will be replaced by our new
version on 30th (MAR) 2020. So, it's time to upgrade before you
lose your email access. Log-in Restore
Protecting your information is important to us and we work
continuously to strengthen our defence against the threats
targeting our Financial Institution. Thanks for choosing BT
Halo. Your sincerely, Nick Lane, Managing Director, Customer
Care
DON’T

The scheme for government grant has been approved for you.
You are able to claim a second payment of up to £6,570. The
money are set to land in your bank accounts within six working
days of making the claim. Click here to claim You can make a
claim for the second and final grant even if you did not make a
claim for the first grant.
From HMRC Government Gateway
DON’T

You must update your billing information to avoid account
suspension. Our payment processor has detected incorrect or
out of date billing information which need's updating
immediately. Please log into your MyBt account by clicking the
button below, and update your billing information to prevent
Smart phone message: At 8.15pm your device was paired suspension or termination of your service(s). update here
DON’T
with another. If you want to unpair please click this link.
IGNORE
Amazon Prime Account closing or money taken. The scam

Checking Mailbox
Your mailbox account failed to sync and returned (6) incoming
emails. Synchronization was unsuccessful because your
mailbox could not be validated. Check here to retrieve. Note:
This message will last 24hrs.
DELETE

Dear user, The Classic version of your Mail will be replaced by
our new version on 13th Mar 2020. So, it's time to upgrade
before you lose your email access click below. Protecting your
information is important to us and we work continuously to
strengthen our defense against the threats targeting our
Financial Institution.
IGNORE

Postal Letters
Inheritance letters are on the rise again claiming you are the
heir to a fortune left by an American long lost relative of yours
We've removed a virus from your email An email sent to you who has recently expired. Look out for return email addresses
has been cleaned and the infected attachment removed, as it ending in @yandex.com. This indicates its origins are in
contained a computer virus. The original plain text message is Russia.
PLEASE keep sending them in and stay alert
shown below.
IGNORE
Neflix reminder: your subscription is being cancelled Click
here.
DON’T

BY HOOK OR BY CROOK
‘Romance fraud’ or ‘catfishing’ is the social engineering of a
supposed friendship or relationship for fraudulent or financial
gain. The criminals persuade their prey to either send cash
directly or reveal bank details after building up a rapport or
friendship and gaining trust from the victim. This can be
online or even on your own doorstep. Local resident, David,
tells us his own late mother was a victim of this lowest type
of deception. A new neighbour befriended her after she was
widowed and eventually stole considerable amounts of
money from her. With the support of an unscrupulous
solicitor, he deceived her into signing over her house and
possessions to him. Thankfully, her family had realised what
was going on, contacted the police and her house was

saved. Unfortunately, the criminal was not prosecuted as it
is exceedingly difficult to evidence these types of crimes.
David says it’s important for people to protect themselves,
he would not want another family to go through the ordeal
his family has been through. Police advise to:

 Stop: Taking a few moments to stop and think before
parting with your money or information could keep you safe.
 Challenge: Could it be fake? It is ok to reject, refuse or
ignore any requests. Only criminals will try to rush, panic you
or push you into parting with your money or possessions.
 Protect: Contact your bank immediately if you think you
have fallen for a scam and report it to Action Fraud 0300
123 2040 https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/how-to-reportfraud-and-cyber-crime

HOW TO SHOP SAFELY ONLINE
1. Look for the lock icon to check the page you’re on is secure, but also ensure the site you’re visiting is legitimate.
2. If you receive an email or text with links to a ‘great deal’, it could be a scam. Don’t use the link or open the attachment. Use a
search engine or your browser to check the deal is for real.
3. If you take up a free trial, make sure it’s a legitimate retailer..
4. Look for reviews – independent reviews are a good way to help you make the right decision.
If you think you’ve visited, or made a purchase on a bogus website, you should first, take a note of the website's address, then
close down your internet browser. You should then report the details to Action Fraud and contact your bank to seek advice.
Whether you've been a victim of fraud will depend on how much information you’ve provided to the website, so keep an eye on
bank transactions.. For more information about how to stay safe online, please visit www.actionfraud.police.uk/cybercrime
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LOCAL NEWS
‘COUNT US IN’ FOR A SUSTAINABLE WORLD
On the 13th of January the Guardian newspaper carried an article telling us “The Planet is in far worse state than
thought - experts warn in call to action.” Our Street Association has been calling to action already; there is a notice
about the “Count Us In” website on the notice board next to Bryony House. This refers to the fact that we are willing
and eager to make some changes in our lifestyle in order to achieve a sustainable city. There are sixteen ways to
improve our living space to give a sustainable home to plants and animals – including us. More green, more colour,
more nectar flowers for the bees and hoverflies that pollinate our apples, in truth most of what we eat. The sixteen
shapes on the notice board show sixteen things we can do to improve our world. See them here below.
Calling people to action on climate change and
Biodiversity loss
Talk to friends
Repair and Reuse
Speak up at work (Zoom to all)

Insulate your home

Tell your politicians

Wear your clothes to last

Switch your energy

Eat seasonal

Get some solar

Eat more plants

Drive electric

Cut food waste

Fly less

Green your money

GREEN YOUR WORLD
‘Green your world’ is most important. Despite the fact that continued use of fossil fuels destroys our beautiful world, a
lot of people still think they are more valuable than renewable energy. In fact, renewable energy is now cheaper:
https://bigcleanswitch.org/ & https://www.count-us-in.org/
Wiebina Heesterman

Friday 17th September 7.30 p.m. BAT WALK Meet by the
children’s playground
Thursday, 28th October Manor Farm Park 1030 – 1230
AUTUMN ANTICS
Saturday 3rd July Manor Farm Park 1200 noon – 3.00
p.m. LARK IN THE PARK
Free event for all. Come along and join in the fun with
races, tombola, refreshments and much more including the
launch of the new Heritage Trail.
Wednesday 14th July Weoley Hill Village Hal 7.30 p.m.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
For the Friends of Manor Farm Park Free Refreshments
from 7.00 p.m.

Free event for all. Come along and join in the fun with
races, pumpkin carving, refreshments and much, much
more.
All events will be subject to Covid-19 restrictions being lifted.
Please check our notice boards, Facebook page or website
prior to the event for the latest situation update.
secretary@friendsofmanorfarmpark.org.uk
find us on Faceboook
or check website: www.friendsofmanorfarmpark.org.uk

Site: Land bounded by Chapel Lane, Harborne Lane and Bristol
Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham, B29. The Proposal: Demolition of
supermarket and erection of 1187 units of purpose built student
accommodation and student communal facilities, ground floor
commercial and community floorspace (Use Classes B1/A1/A2/A3/
D1/D2) and associated works including new hard and soft
landscaping, internal site vehicular circulation route and parking
with access from Chapel Lane roundabout.
The Council has made a decision on the above application at its
Planning Committee held on 04 February 2021. The application has
been refused. Any related conditions or reasons for refusal can be
viewed on the decision document at www.birmingham.gov. In the case of a refusal by the Council, it should be
borne in mind that the applicant has the right of appeal to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local
Government against the decision of the Local Planning.
A cynic might suggest several ‘sacrificial’ floors were built into this development in the first place so deleting them
prior to an appeal shouldn’t take long. (we get the message, Ed)
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GOING FOR A BOURNVILLE WALK?

Bournville’s passages,
park walks and pathways
More on walks on page 15
14

LOCAL WALKS & EVENTS
GOING FOR A BOURNVILLE WALK?
Fed up of seeing needles pushed into arms or
vaccine viles on a conveyer belt. You've created the
best Zoom bookshelf now so reward yourself with a
walk to explore Bournville a little further? With
nothing else to do during the recent lockdown
restrictions there has been a great incentive to take
a walk and is there a better place to do this than
Bournville? We are so lucky to have so many green
areas to walk in. Ray Barrett, in his recent book ‘My
Place in Chocolate Heaven’ tells us that Bournville
has 10% of the city parks and yet constitutes only
1.5% of the land mass. With 750,000 trees of 39
different species, we have 40 trees for each of us in
Bournville. A good proportion of these will occur in
the passages, paths and parkways illustrated on the
map on page 4. So why not take a walk, use an A-Z
or Google Maps and plot a route and if you take a
phone make sure you have ‘Map my Walk’ installed
and this will give you an accurate map of your route,
distance walked and a history of your walks.

from Swarthmore Road) and leads you through the
latest housing development in Manor House Drive
and on to the 50 acre park. You’ll pass the stunning
re-creation of Manor House featured in the last
edition of WHVNews. The shot here shows the rear
of Manor House now scaffolding has been removed.

Walk to or park at Rowheath and walk through to
Oak Farm Road, across Selly Oak Road and into
Franklin Road and Cotteridge Park is on your right.
Note the glacial boulders like we have in Weoley Hill
Park 2 and Bournville Lane except here there is a
plaque explaining what these large stones are and
where they came from. Tucked away in the far
corner is a delightful coffee stop which opened in
2019. The Friends of Cotteridge Park raised the
funding from various sources and brought this
project to reality. As you walk round the park you’ll
border the cross-city train line into Birmingham. The
housing you’ll see high up on the embankment lies
on the former site of the Midland Railway, LMS and
You can also send in your favourite walks to Weoley British Rail’s extensive locomotive sheds until the
Hill Village News and we’ll publish them for others to 1960s when the Cadbury Parkside distribution depot
use. The latest path created takes you to Manor was built there. There’s also a play area and
Farm Park and it starts in St Denis Road (on the left skateboard area for children.

EVENTS AT SELLY MANOR

Above, the coffee bar in Cotteridge
Park. Below, a view across Cotteridge
Park and the rear of Manor House

Bournville Then and Now

Exhibition at Selly Manor
Museum 18th May to 4th June
2021
This May The Bournville Society
presents a collection of over 300 rare images comparing archive
photographs with those from the present day, all in the unique
setting of Selly Manor Museum. This exhibition will be free to
Bournville Village Trust residents. Full details about the exhibition
will be published on Selly Manor’s website in late March –
www.sellymanormuseum.org.uk
Bournville Heritage Open Day – Saturday 11th September 2021
This year we welcome the return of this event which celebrates the
history of George Cadbury’s garden village. Over a dozen venues
plan to open their doors for FREE with exhibitions, trails, family
activities and much more.
Virtual Tours for Schools
Selly Manor Museum has created a series of virtual tours and topic
films to support home and school learning. Designed to be
affordable and accessible the films are presented by the
knowledgeable and friendly museum team and are ideal to
accompany school topics such as the Tudors and the Great Fire of
London. To see trailers and find out more please visit the
museum’s website – www.sellymanormuseum.org.uk

If you would like to advertise in
Weoley Hill Village News
please contact Tom Magrath at
tom.tmag48@gmail.com
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NORTHFIELD BAPTIST
COMMUNITY RESTAURANT

OUR LADY & ST ROSE OF LIMA
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Have you tried the Restaurant and
Coffee Shop at Northfield Baptist
Church on the Bristol Road
Coffee Shop open 10.00 am to 1.15
Restaurant open 12.00 noon
to 1.15pm
Mondays to Fridays in the centre
of Northfield?

Gregory Avenue, Weoley Castle B29 5DY
Contact the Parish Priest Fr. Gary Buckby
0121 475 1634
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday 5.15pm—Sunday 11.00 am
Confessions Saturday 4.30 – 5.00 pm
Baptisms by arrangement

Low cost meals & snacks. Fresh food cooked on premises.
Hot drinks plus biscuit £1.20 or less

CHURCHES AND COVID RESTRICTIONS
Because of the changing situation regarding
restrictions you must check our local church web
sites to find out about the current provision. Some
continue to gather for worship online via Zoom,
YouTube and Facebook and many of these services
are available on-line during the following week.

ST MARY’S CHURCH,
SELLY OAK
Regular Services
Sunday:
8.00 am Holy Communion
10.00 am Sunday Parish Communion (and Junior
Church)
6.30 pm Evening Worship
3rd Sunday in month:
6.30 pm Choral Evensong
Every Wednesday:
10.00 am Holy Communion
6.15-7.15 pm Parish registration for baptisms &
weddings

Vicar: Revd. Hazel White
email: vicar@stmarysellyoak.org.uk
tel: 0121 471 3517
see: www.stmarysellyoak.org
ST. DAVID'S CHURCH, SHENLEY GREEN
We welcome you to our Services:

Thursdays 10.00am Holy Communion
Sundays - 10.00am Holy Communion

'Messy Church' at 4pm on the first Sunday of the month
'Godly Play' on the second Sunday of the month at 10am
'Café Church' on the third Sunday of the month at 4pm

We also have a Coffee Shop open on Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday from 9.30am until 12.00noon.
For a full list of activities held at our Church and Hall please
come along and pick up a copy of our
Church magazine
All the information is included is believed to
be correct at the time of going to press. You
will need to check current restrictions with
individual venues before attending.

Please, during the pandemic, book to
attend Church at www.strode.org.uk

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT WEOLEY HILL CHURCH
Sundays 10.30am Morning Worship
Holy Communion 1st Sunday each
month
We hope to resume worship on Easter Sunday
2.00pm Birmingham Korean Church
5.00pm-6.30pm Beavers – restart unknown
7.30-9.00 pm Guides – restart unknown
Wednesday
Cubs - restart unknown
Scouts - restart unknown
Fridays
Community Choir- restart unknown
Saturdays Morning Korean School- restart unknown
Arabic-speaking Church
- restart unknown
Mondays

Minister:
Website:

The Revd Leonora Jagessar
www.weoleyhillchurch.org.uk

Church Secretary:
Cheryl Thornett, 475 6338
Room Hire Secretary: Christine Marlow 475 4028
All are welcome to our services. If you would like further details about our services or any of our other activities, please
contact the Church Secretary or the Minister. An up-to-date
diary is published each month on our website.
We are sorry to say that most of our regular activities have
been suspended for the time being. Lunch Club and Friendship Group will not resume until later this year at the earliest.
Outside groups are also unable to use the church premises
until further notice.
Please see the church website, Facebook page or the
notice board at the junction of Green Meadow and Bryony Roads for up-to-date information. You are welcome
to join us for worship via recordings or printed sheets
available on the website each week. We hope to have
Easter Sunday Worship on 4 April, of course, subject to
any restrictions at the time.
Community Garden project: Meet at the church on the first
Saturday of the month at around 10.30 am, March through
October, subject to government restrictions.
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