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Meet your Scrutiny Panel 

 
Hannah Beavan 
I have lived in Bournville all my life. I attended both infant and junior 
schools which gave me a knowledge of the history that surrounds 
us and an interest to learn more. I am a self-employed security 
guard, which takes me to different cities. My hobbies are walking, I 
love being outdoors, and drawing. I am looking forward to becoming 
a member of the Scrutiny Panel – I like to see good changes, 
especially in the place I live, and to be a part of making those 
changes would be a bonus.  
 
 
Emma Dempsey 
I am married with three children and arrived in 
Birmingham from London to be with my husband Sean. 
Two years later, in 2008, we moved to our first family 
home in Bournville and fell in love with the area; we 
have been here ever since. After a career in nursing in 
Rheumatology, I spent a few years working in the 
charity sector before returning to work at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital. I have recently started a job working 
at Birmingham City University as a Research 
Administrator. Sean and I have enjoyed doing up four 
houses whilst bringing up our family and, in our spare 
time, we love to walk our Border Terrier, Buster. 
 
Natalie Fox-Graham 
I am quite new to Bournville and have lived on 
Woodbrooke Road with my husband, and three children 
since 2017. Most of my professional working life has been 
community based, as I have a real passion for making a 
difference. I also do voluntary work for Macmillan. I have 
joined BVT Scrutiny Panel as I am very interested in 
working alongside people who have a wide knowledge on 
the history of Bournville and plenty of life experience – 
hopefully I will learn a thing or two along the way. In my 
free time, I enjoy reading, the internet, caravanning and 
spending time with my family and dog. 
 
Lisa McCorrie 
Recently returning to live within BVT feels like coming 
home to me. Brought up in Shirley, I was a member of the 
Christadelphian Church in Bournville and spent the first 
five years of my married life in Rednal. Training 
simultaneously as a medical secretary and a reflexologist, 
I worked as a personal assistant and later a conference 
organiser in several Birmingham hospitals, including the 
old Selly Oak and particularly the Cancer Centre at the 
QE.  I spent a year in my favourite country of sunny 
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Australia, then trained in psychotherapy and holistic approaches to emotional health.  I 
now practise part-time as a private integrative therapist, counsellor and holistic health 
coach. I love reaching out to people – helping those in difficulty to turn their lives or 
circumstances around, and hope my skills and experiences will be of help to the 
Scrutiny Panel. In my spare time I work in my church community, and have 
spent several months each as a missionary in India, Mexico and the Caribbean, and 
also ran a small church school in Los Angeles. I enjoy 'Ceroc'-style partner dancing, 
and walking or training my dog, Brody, in the BVT parkland. I compete with Brody in 
'Rally' competitions where we recently reached the semi-finals of trials for Crufts. 
 
 
Christopher Rowe 
I am a retired Teacher of Physical Education. As a child I was 
brought up in Birmingham and went to Bournville Grammar 
Technical School for Boys in the 1960s/70s. I vividly remember, 
even as a 12 year old, admiring the wonderful houses and 
surroundings in Bournville on the trek back to school from the 
Bournville Baths. In 1976, I made the unfortunate decision to leave 
Birmingham and, more importantly, Bournville. I spent the 
following years in the North West of England, followed by 18 years 
working over in the Middle East. I always missed Bournville and 
finally, in 2013, bought a house in Acacia Road which I retired to 
in June 2018. I absolutely love being in Bournville – it is a very 
special place. I believe strongly in the concept of mixed housing and see the mutual 
advantages of this. In addition, I believe that each individual has a responsibility to 
ensure that we all enjoy it equally. I value the opportunity of contributing towards this 
via the Scrutiny Panel. In my spare time I look after my allotment, watch Rugby and 
connect with old friends. 
 
Richard Webber 
I am from Swansea, originally, came to Birmingham in the mid-
1960s to study Civil Engineering at the university and stayed, 
marrying a Brummie in the process. I worked in the Water Industry 
for all of my professional life, moving early in our marriage to Peach 
Ley Road just above Shenley Green where we have lived ever 
since, raising a family in this special community that BVT has 
created. Becoming a member of the Scrutiny Panel has enabled 
me to play a small part in safeguarding this community for the 
benefit of its residents.  
 
 
Sue Williams 
I have lived in Bournville for over 30 years and brought my son 
up here. I have had a variety of different jobs and professional 
roles, including running my own business as a diamond miller in 
Birmingham’s Jewellery Quarter in my own premises. Currently, 
I am a manager with Sainsbury’s which requires a real mix of 
skills and people management. I have an ambition to climb 
Mount Fuji with my son in recognition of my 60th birthday and 
hope to do this soon. 

 
 


