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In Birmingham and Telford we 
have specialist and friendly 
staff who can work with you 
to maximise your income and 
minimise outgoings.

They can support you with a 
range of issues that could stop 
you reaching crisis point with your 
finances including;

•  Checking you are claiming all 
the benefits you are entitled to, 
including help towards council tax.

•  Helping with a Universal Credit or 
Housing Benefit claim.

•  Supporting you with your water 
bills, including getting grants.

•  Referring you to specialist local 
and national debt agencies.

•  Giving you energy advice that 
could help reduce your gas and 
electricity bills.

•  Helping you through a short term 
crisis by providing emergency 
provision for things like food. 

Stephanie Weaver, Financial 
Inclusion Officer at BVT, said: “We 
know that the rising cost of living 
is a worry for lots of residents but 
we want to remind you that we are 
here to help.

“If you are finding things tough now 
or are concerned about the future, 
please contact us or you can go 
directly to the agencies listed below. 

“Please don’t struggle in silence, we 
are friendly, will listen and can help 
you with lots of different issues.”

A resident the team has worked with 

in Birmingham said: “My finances 
are in better shape than they have 
been in years thanks to Bournville 
Village Trust and their incredibly 
supportive staff.  

“They were so understanding, I 
had an emotional conversation 
with staff and they said we’d work 
through things together. Staff have 
been so good, they arranged help 
with my finances and I’ve worked 
hard to manage my finances.”

To contact a member of our 
financial inclusion team, email fit@
bvt.org.uk or call 0300 333 6540. You 
can also send us a private message 

on Facebook and we will pass this 
onto the team. 

For information and links to 
agencies who you can contact 
directly, go to www.bvt.org.uk/your-
bvt/managing-your-money/

If you live in Birmingham and 
need help with a disability benefit 
application or appeal, The Project 
(www.theprojectbirmingham.
org) and the Council’s Northfield 
Neighbourhood Office (NNO) can 
work with you. You can call NNO on 
0121 303 1111. 

There is also a dedicated page 

on Birmingham City Council’s 
website about the rising cost of 
living at www.birmingham.gov.uk/
info/50274/cost_of_living_support  
and on Telford and Wrekin Council’s 
website you’ll find information about 
local and national energy support 
at www.telford.gov.uk/info/20806/
affordable_warmth.

Don’t have access to the internet? 
Please ask a friend or family 
member to check for you or call us 
on 0300 333 6540.

*Research by Office for  
National Statistics 

With more than three-quarters of adults in Great Britain worried about the rising cost of 
living*, Bournville Village Trust (BVT) is reminding residents that help is available. 

Help available now to 
manage rising costs 

Summer 2022

 /bournville.village.trust @bvtnews /bvthousing   bvt.org.uk    0456 333 0030

Louise Williams, Financial Inclusion Officer, can help you to manage rising costs.

On Saturday 30th July Birmingham 
will host the Birmingham 2022 
Commonwealth Games Marathon , 
which will run through Bournville. 

The event is a fantastic 
opportunity to showcase 

Birmingham (and Bournville) 
on the global stage. There’ll be 
a number of road closures to 
ensure the safety of participants 
and spectators, and organisers 
have made every effort to ensure 
disruption is kept to a minimum for 

local residents and businesses. 

A number of roads in and around 
Bournville will be impacted and you 
can now see the route, affected 
roads and road closure at www.
birmingham2022.com/getset/

birmingham/marathon Please be 
aware that parking will be restricted 
along the entire Marathon course from 
6pm on Friday 29th July until 3.30pm 
on Saturday 30th July. All residents 
affected by the closure will be 
contacted by organisers in advance.

Get set for Commonwealth Games Marathon
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Bitesize news

Hundreds of trees have been 
planted in Weoley Hill parkway 
on the Bournville estate to create 
a tiny forest that will be a haven 
for wildlife.

Pupils from Northfield Manor Primary, 
members of Weoley Hill Bowling Club 
and the local community worked 
together to plant 600 trees in April.

Severn Trent, the Official Nature and 
Carbon Neutral Supporter of the 
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth 
Games, provided the trees and 
expertise on the planting day.

Tracey Rowe, Head of Estates 
and Stewardship at Bournville 
Village Trust, said: “We have had 
overwhelming support for the 
project so far and it was wonderful 
to welcome local school children, 

members of Weoley Hill Bowling 
Club and the local community to the 
planting day.”

For more information about the 
Weoley Hill Bowling Club, go to 
www.weoleyhillbowlsclub.com

Tiny forest takes root in parkway

A family enjoying the Jubilee 
celebrations in Lightmoor.

Bruno the 
cockapoo with his 

trail goody bag.

Selly Manor Museum has created 
two interactive memory sparking 
workshops specifically to support 
people with dementia to thrive.

The museum in Bournville launched 
the workshops to coincide with 
Dementia Action Week, which ran 
from 16th-22nd May.

One in 14 people over the age of 65 
have dementia and the condition 
affects one in six people over 80, 
according to the NHS

Workshops focus on local history, 
which the museum’s specially 
trained guides use to spark 
conversation and creativity.

India Wilson, Heritage Officer at Selly 
Manor Museum, said: “Dementia 
can make remembering recent 
events, names and faces difficult 
and can impact on a person’s 

ability to communicate.

“Our workshops have been specially 
designed to support people to gently 
recall memories from the past and 
to interact with each other and the 
objects we take along.”

The dementia friendly workshops can 
be delivered to community groups, 
at care homes or at memory cafes 
in the community and guides have 
received specialist training.

For more information, call the 
museum on 0121 472 0199.

Museum launches workshops 
for people with dementia

A participant taking part 
in one of the workshops.

Estates and 
stewardship 
services to 
be reviewed

Tool aims to 
make our 
streets safer

This year will see the start of 
a review of our estates and 
stewardship services. 

We will be consulting with tenants 
and homeowners throughout 
summer 2022 and our Birmingham 
consultation will run until Monday 
18th July 2022. 

You will be asked for your feedback 
through surveys and drop-ins 
and there will be opportunities to 
meet members of the Estates and 
Stewardship team.

For further information, go to  
www.bvt.org.uk/our-communities/
estates-and-stewardship-
services-review

Are you worried about a spot 
on your walk home where you 
don’t feel safe? Maybe it’s a 
lack of street lighting, CCTV or 
something else?

StreetSafe is a tool to anonymously 
tell the Police about public places 
where you have felt or feel unsafe, 
because of environmental issues, 
like street lighting, abandoned 
buildings or vandalism and/or 
because of some behaviours, 
for example being followed or 
verbally abused. You can find out 
more about the tool and make 
anonymous reports at www.police.
uk/streetsafe 

In other news, did you know if you 
live in Telford, as well as reporting 
anti-social behaviour to the Police 
at www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/
report/asb/asb/report-antisocial-
behaviour, you can also sign 
up to Neighbourhood Matters? 
Once registered, you’ll receive 
messages, crime alerts and witness 
appeals local to you. You won’t get 
bombarded and you can choose 
what messages you’re sent and 
how (via text, WhatsApp or email). 
Go to www.neighbourhoodmatters.
co.uk to register. 

Village gets 
beacon honour 
as communities 
mark Jubilee
Residents in Lawley and 
Lightmoor Villages in Telford 
watched the lighting of a 
special beacon as part of 
celebrations for the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee.

A total of 1,500 towns and cities 
across the UK simultaneously lit a 
beacon on 2nd June at 9.45pm 
to pay tribute to the Queen. 
Lightmoor Village was chosen as 
one of the only two locations in 
Telford to host the honour.

Both Lawley and Lightmoor 
Villages celebrated the Platinum 
Jubilee with a fun-filled afternoon 
of activities. In Birmingham, 
many community groups 
and places held celebrations 
including Masefield Community 
Gardens, Rowheath Pavilion, 
Weoley Hill Village Hall, West 
Heath Community Centre and 
Cotteridge Park. 

Awareness trail gets tails wagging 
There was no ‘paw-sing’ 
for dog owners and their 
four legged friends in 
Lightmoor Village as they 
took part in an awareness 
raising dog trail through 
the Village. 

The dog trail, held in April, 
raised awareness of being 

a responsible dog owner 
and showcased the many 
parks and open spaces dog 
walkers can use.

Residents who took part 
were given a map to follow 
with clues and questions to 
answer and a doggy bag 
with a dog ball, treats and 

vouchers, donated by Tails.
com, and leaflets from the 
Dogs Trust.

The trail followed a 
month-long social media 
campaign aimed at 
encouraging people to pick 
up after their dogs and use 
bins provided in the Village.

Arthur Tsang (BVT Director of 
Communities) with Tracey Rowe (BVT 

Head of Estates and Stewardship) 
helping to plant trees.
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Home & living
Managing problem 
‘pests’ in your 
home or garden

Enjoy BBQs safely this summer.

Over 100 homes in the Bournville 
conservation area that are set to 
have rear windows replaced this 
year have now been measured 
for new windows.

Homes in Elm Road, Mary Vale Road 
and Willow Road will have their rear 
windows replaced with new UPVC 
windows this year. 

Windows, that have been surveyed, are 
being manufactured ready for fitting 
from the summer onwards. If you live 
in one of the roads listed above, we 
will write to you with further details and 
specific timeframes for your property.

In other news, a number of residents in 
the conservation area will be getting 
actively involved in the window and 

door replacement programme after 
registering their interest in joining a 
residents’ panel.

Ifor Jones, an independent resident 
advisor from Neighbourhood Works 
Ltd, will work with residents over the 
first year of the programme and set 
up a residents’ panel.

The panel will work with BVT staff 
and contractors appointed to 
carry out the programme to 
ensure works are done to the right 
standard and meet your, and your 
neighbours’, expectations.

To find out more about the windows 
programme for the conservation area, 
go to www.bvt.org.uk/our-homes/
window-replacement-programmes 

Window replacement programme 
moves onto next phase

With the warmer weather here, 
you may be enjoying BBQs with 
family and friends, spending 
time in your garden or just 
savouring the warmer weather.

Whatever you’re doing this summer, 
it’s important to consider how to 
keep you and your home safe. Here 
are just a few ways you can do this.

1 If you’re having a BBQ, the Gas 
Safe Register recommend that 

your cooking area is well away from 
buildings and well ventilated.

2 Check your BBQ for damage 
before you use it and if you’re 

using a disposable one, place it on a 
non-combustible surface.

3 Make sure BBQs are cold before 
disposing of them responsibly. 

Even a slightly warm BBQ could 
cause a fire.

4 It’s not illegal to have a 
garden bonfire but there are 

laws against the nuisance it can 
cause including fines. Instead 
of a bonfire, consider disposing 
of your garden waste in a more 
environmentally-responsible and 
neighbourly way.

5 Lock doors and windows 
when sunbathing in the 

back garden or going out and 
remember to lock sheds and 
outbuildings after gardening.

Stay cool with summer 
safety advice 

It’s that time of the year when 
you may be more likely to find 
a wasp or ants nest near your 
home or garden. 

Whilst ants and wasps play an 
important role in our environment 
they can, on occasion, become 
a nuisance especially if they find 
their way into your property.  

Here are some top tips for 
managing ‘pests’;

1 In most cases, you will be 
responsible for keeping your 

home and garden free of problem 
‘pests’. There are environmentally-
friendly ways to do this, and 
some examples on the RSPB 
website www.rspb.org.uk/birds-
and-wildlife/advice/gardening-
for-wildlife/animal-deterrents/
organic-pest-control  

2 If ‘pests’ have come into your 
home through a hole or gap 

in the property, please contact 
us and we’ll repair this. You can 
report a repair on our website 
www.bvt.org.uk/your-bvt/report-
a-repair-now 

3 Some councils provide ‘pest’ 
removal or treatment services. 

Please contact your local authority 
directly for details.

4 Bees and bats are protected 
species and if you have them 

in your home you should consult a 
professional. We can refer you to 
local beekeepers in Birmingham 
and Telford.  

5 If ‘pests’ or vermin have 
entered a communal area, 

for example a hallway in a block 
of flats or bin store, we’ll remove 
them. Please report this through 
our website www.bvt.org.uk/your-
bvt/report-a-repair-now

Wasps can become a nuisance.

Chris Hanson (Head of Planning and Commissioning) with resident 
Mrs Wright whose home is having its rear windows replaced.
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Money & savings
How to avoid and 
report energy 
scams

Reached crisis point?  
Don’t struggle in silence
Have you reached crisis point 
or experienced an unexpected 
emergency and need support? 
Help is available. 

If you live in Birmingham, are aged 
over 16 and are at crisis point with 
your food or fuel bills Birmingham 
City Council’s Local Welfare 
Provision (LWP) scheme could help 
you. It’s grant based meaning, if 
you get help, you don’t have to 
repay it. To find out if you’re eligible 
and apply go to www.birmingham.
gov.uk/info/20017/benefits_and_
support/308/help_in_a_short-
term_crisis 

If you live in Telford, the Council’s 
Emergency Welfare Crisis Assistance 
scheme can provide help if you 
have experienced a crisis, disaster 
or unexpected emergency. Support 
can include emergency food and 

toiletries and other financial help. 
To find out more and apply, go to 
https://telford-gwa.egovhub.net/
Gwa/launch or call the Emergency 
Welfare Crisis Assistance Line on 
01952 380400.

Don’t struggle in silence if 
you’ve reached crisis point.

With the costs of gas and 
electric expected to rise further 
this year, Ofgem is raising 
awareness of energy scams 
and what you can do to protect 
yourself and others.

What should I be looking out for?

Scammers may sometimes contact 
you pretending to be from Ofgem. 
For example, a scammer might call 
saying they are from Ofgem, suggest 
you switch energy providers and 
then ask for your bank details. They 
might try to contact you by knocking 
at your door, a phone call, social 
media or email, text message, a pop-
up message on a website or instant 
message. These are all energy 
scams. Ofgem would never sell you 
energy, ask for personal information 
or come to your property.

What should I do if I’ve been 
targeted by scammers?

Report the scam to Action Fraud, 
the reporting centre for fraud and 
cyber-crime. You can do this by 
calling 0300 123 2040 Monday to 
Friday 8am-8pm. If you have given 
any of your personal information like 
your bank details, contact your bank 
immediately for help.

After you have reported a suspected 
scam to Action Fraud, you can also 
tell Ofgem by calling 020 7901 7295. 
Always call 999 in an emergency, if 
you feel threatened or unsafe.

How can I watch out for  
Ofgem scams?

•  Reject, refuse or ignore contact 
from ‘Ofgem’ that looks or sounds 
unusual, such as a request for your 
bank or personal details. They will 
never ask for this information. 

•  Check email addresses, any emails 
to or from Ofgem always end  
@ofgem.gov.uk. The Ofgem logo 
will always be present in their 
communications. It should never 
look stretched, blurry or distorted.

•  Only criminals will try to rush or 
panic you. Contact your bank 
immediately if you think you’ve 
fallen for a scam and report it to 
Action Fraud.

For further advice, go to www.
ofgem.gov.uk/information-
consumers or www.actionfraud.
police.uk Don’t have access to 
the internet? Ask a friend or family 
member to check for you or call us 
on 0300 333 6540.

1 Try cricket and other sports. 
Children aged five to 12 can 

enjoy free sport sessions every 
Wednesday from 27th July-17th 
August 10am-12pm at Woodlands 
Park, Lightmoor Village. No 
experience required for these 
fun, welcoming and inclusive 
sessions. Contact sacha.lee@
shropshirecricketboard.co.uk for 
details. 

2 Visit Selly Manor Museum. All 
BVT residents get free entry to 

the museum (excluding events). All 
you need to do is present proof of 
address to get your own pass.  www.
sellymanormuseum.org.uk

3 Discover Bantock House 
Museum and Park. Set within 43 

acres of parkland and surrounded 
by delightful formal gardens, 
Bantock House is just outside 
Wolverhampton city centre and is 
free to enter. 

4 Enjoy a picnic in the park. Pick a 
sunny day and head to one of 

the scores of parks in Birmingham or 
Telford. Why not take a picnic too? 
You can find affordable and healthy 
picnic recipes at  

www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/
recipes/bbq-and-picnic/ 

5 Visit Granville Country Park. 
Just two miles from Telford 

town centre, this country park is 
vast and full of wildlife. Entry is 
free. www.shropshirewildlifetrust.
org.uk/nature-reserves/granville-
country-park 

Five things to do as a family 
for free this summer

Did you know that 61% of the 
people the Stop Loan Sharks 
Project supported said they knew 
the illegal lender before taking 
out a loan? 

Whilst you may think loan sharks are 
only found in movies and TV shows, 
the truth is these criminals are often 

friends and neighbours, or people 
you are familiar with from your work 
or child’s school.

If you’re affected by this crime, 
you can contact the Stop Loan 
Sharks Project for support by 
calling 0300 555 2222 or go to 
www.stoploansharks.co.uk  

Loan sharks don’t just 
lurk on screen  

Visit Selly Manor 
Museum for free.

Be alert to scams including 
letters that look genuine.
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Skills & involvement
Why we get involved 
and the skills we’ve 
learnt

Help us improve our services 
with satisfaction survey
In March, we launched a new 
way for you to feedback on how 
satisfied you are with us and 
our services.

We now send surveys out to a 
randomly selected sample of 
tenants and shared owners via 
email or post four times a year, 
and the latest batch of letters and 
emails were sent at the end of May / 
beginning of June.

The survey asks for your comments 
on the service you receive from 
us and specific services such as 
repairs, what you think of your home, 
and how we deal with complaints 
and anti-social behaviour.

As a thank-you for taking part, we 
donate 50p to a local charity of your 
choice for every completed survey. 
Whether or not you have any issues 
with us as your landlord, we need to 
hear from you.

On our March survey, 83% of tenants 

rated themselves satisfied with the 
overall service we provide, whilst 
also giving us important feedback 
to help shape our window and 
door replacement programme, our 
repairs service, and how we deal 
with customer enquiries.

Responses will be treated 
anonymously, unless you give your 
permission otherwise. If you would 
like more information about the 
survey or have a query about it, 
please call us on 0121 667 1096 or 
email surveys@bvt.org.uk.

Update on our Neighbourhood 
Planning Project
In the spring issue of this 
newsletter, we told you about 
our Neighbourhood Planning 
Project which is being rolled out 
across our Birmingham and 
Telford communities.

The aim of the project is to get 
a better understanding of your 
community so we can develop an 
action plan focused on meeting your 
and your neighbours’ needs.

Our Community Development 
team started in Shenley / Weoley 
Castle and held a series of drop-
in events to give people a chance 

to talk to us about their lives and 
their community, including the 
opportunities and challenges in 
the area. 

Housing Officer Karen Perrin and 
Estates Officer Dave Morgan also 
held two estate walkabouts.

The consultation for Shenley / 
Weoley Castle has now closed 
and we are reviewing the data 
and information gathered. We’ll 
continue to keep you updated 
about the project as it progresses. 
Look out for details of your area’s 
consultation soon. 

If you receive a survey please 
help us by completing it.

We have started the project in Shenley.

Our resident-led Scrutiny 
Panel work together to look 
closely at the different things 
that we do at BVT as well as 
issues and challenges that 
your community faces. They 
recommend ways we can 
improve things and give their 
time for free.  

Here two members of the Panel, 
residents Natalie Fox-Graham and 
Chris Rowe, explain why they wanted 
to get involved and what skills 
they’ve developed along the way.

1: Why did you want to join the 
Scrutiny Panel?

Chris: “I had recently retired and 
wanted to do something voluntary 
which would contribute to the 
Bournville neighbourhood. As the 
work of the Scrutiny Panel helps to 
improve the working practices of 
BVT, it impacts upon all residents 
and hopefully will maximise my 
contribution to the process. I also 
wanted to work with other people and 
ensure that I keep my mind active.”

Natalie: “I joined the Panel after 
a home visit from one of BVT’s 
community workers. She explained 
some of the ways residents can be 
involved with the running of BVT and 
told me about a resident-led group 
called the Scrutiny Panel. I imagined 
how interesting it would be to delve 
into the nuts and bolts of a housing 
association and really have a look 
behind the scenes so I popped 
along to a meeting.”

2: What do you enjoy most about 
being a member?

Chris: “The camaraderie of the 
group is excellent and we all work 
well together. I like the analytical 
aspects of the work that we do 
as well as writing the reports and 
recommendations.”

Natalie: “I really enjoy getting to know 
aspects of BVT that I wouldn’t have  
had I not joined. I know what role 
each department plays to help the 
organisation run the way it does. Just 
as important is that I’ve made some 
really strong friendships with local 
people that have extended outside 
our meetings.”

3: What do you find most 
challenging about being on 
the Panel?

Chris: “Making sure that we monitor 
and track how well BVT are 
implementing the recommendations 
that we give them. Identifying 
the improvements that the 
recommendations help to achieve in 
the longer term.”

Natalie: “At times I find it so 
challenging to remember I’m there 
to scrutinise rather than give my 
personal opinion.”

4: What skills has it helped you  
to develop?

Chris: “I have gained a greater 
understanding of how housing 
associations work, as well as the 
structures and systems within BVT.”

Natalie: “My social skills have 
definitely developed as has my 
knowledge of the intentions of the 
world famous Cadbury family. 
It’s so comforting to learn how 
George did everything possible 
to make his factory workers and 
their families have somewhere 
amazing and beautiful to live and 
to create a community where 
people enjoyed life.”

5: How can residents get involved 
in the next review that you will be 
doing as a Panel? 

Chris: “Have a look at the Scrutiny 
Panel section of the BVT website 
www.bvt.org.uk/our-communities/
meet-your-scrutiny-panel to get an 
idea of how it works and whether 
it might be for you. I would then 
recommend you contact BVT at 
communityadmin@bvt.org.uk and 
register your interest.

Scrutiny Panel members 
Natalie and Chris.
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Health & wellbeing

Are you worried about a relative 
falling at home or perhaps you’ve 
had a fall and would like to reduce 
the risk of it happening again?

Age UK Birmingham’s Home Falls 
Prevention Service supports older 
people to reduce the risks of a fall 
at home by fitting equipment and 
making small changes around your 
home.

They can visit you to discuss safety 
and the changes you would like to 
make to increase your confidence 
and safety at home. They can also;

• Fit a key safe.

• Move and assemble furniture.

• Fix toilet seats.

• Complete small carpentry jobs.

• Fit grab and stair rails.

• Carry out security checks.

• Change light bulbs.

• Secure loose carpets/rugs.

• Provide non-slip bath mats.

•  Carry out free energy checks 
(draught proofing and energy 
saving equipment).

To be eligible for the service, you 
must be aged over 50 (or over 
18 with a life-limiting disability), 
registered with a participating GP, 
vulnerable to falls due to health, 
security or safety. To find out 
more about Age UK’s Home Falls 
Prevention Service, call  
0121 437 0033 ext. 1501 or email 
info@ageukbirmingham.org.uk

Prevention service can make you 
feel safer in your home.

Recipe: Easy 
banana ice cream 
(serves four)
Ingredients:

• Four very ripe bananas

Method:

1:  Peel and slice the bananas – use 
one banana per person.

2:  Freeze for at least two hours, or 
overnight.

3:  Add to a food processor and 
blend until smooth and creamy. 
Scoop into bowls and tuck in.

For an extra twist, add a sprinkle 
of cinnamon or a handful of 
frozen fruit.

Recipe courtesy of NHS ‘Better 
Health, Healthier Families’ for more 
recipes go to https://www.nhs.uk/
healthierfamilies/ 

Looking for support 
after a hospital stay?
Birmingham residents who 
are aged over 18 and are being 
discharged from hospital can get 
six weeks of aftercare support 
from a hospital care charity.

Home from Hospital Care (HFHC) 
supported over 1,300 people across 
Birmingham last year and provide 
practical and emotional support to 
aid a smooth transition from hospital 
to home. Support includes:

•  Food parcels if you’re going home 
to an empty fridge and cupboards. 

•  Toiletry packs if you’re moving to 
supported accommodation.  

Home from Hospital Care also 
provide an aftercare support service 
which includes;

•  A befriending service to reduce 
feelings of loneliness and isolation.

•  A weekly shopping service for food 
and essential items.

•  Support with bills and 
correspondence. 

•  Help keeping track of and attending 
medical appointments and social 
care assessments. 

• Benefits advice and information.

•  Support to carers through advice and 
information and a sitting in service.

•  Winter Warmer Packs if you need 
extra support to stay warm at home. 

•  Signposting and referrals to 
other statutory and community 
organisations.  

Home from Hospital Care rely on 
volunteers to provide their services. 
To find out more about volunteering, 
call Susan Stanley on 0121 472 4499.

For more information on how to use 
the services provided by Home from 
Hospital Care, call 0121 472 4499. 

Free service to prevent home falls

Home from Hospital Care offers six weeks 
of support after you leave hospital.
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Community & people
Bournville Heritage Open Day is back  
Historic and interesting venues 
across Bournville will throw 
open their doors to visitors in 
September for a free Heritage 
Open Day. 

This annual event will take place on 
10th September and involve 12 – 15 
venues including new sites.

The event is free to attend 
and a fantastic opportunity to 
explore behind the scenes of 
venues you may not normally 
be able to.

More information will be published 
on our website www.bvt.org.uk and 
Facebook page shortly.

Resident 
remembers 
Queens’ coronation 
at Jubilee 
celebrations
A 76-year-old pensioner was 
a guest of honour at Platinum 
Jubilee Celebrations in Lawley 
Village in Telford after sharing 
his memories and memorabilia 
of attending the Queen’s 
coronation in 1953.

Jim Banning attended celebrations 
held at Farmstead Nursing 
home and organised by Lawley 
Partnership Board which includes 
Telford & Wrekin Council, Lawley 
and Overdale Parish Council and 
Bournville Village Trust. 

The pensioner’s memories and 
memorabilia were used to create 
memory boards at the event, 
which was attended by around 300 
people. The boards included images 
of Jim’s collection of coronation 
crockery, coins, photographs and a 
certificate marking his attendance 
at coronation events.

Attendees were treated to a 
free afternoon mini-tea and a 
programme of entertainment 
including the Telford Concert Band, 

Concordia Ladies Choir and Lawley 
Bank Court and Farmstead Choir. 
Children enjoyed face painting, 
inflatables and a bubblelogist. 

Kerry Woodhouse, Lawley 
Neighbourhood Manager, on behalf 
of the Lawley Partnership Board, 
said: “When we asked residents of 
Lawley Village for any memories 
of previous Jubilee celebrations 
we were overwhelmed with Jim’s 
response. Not only did he tell us the 
story of attending the Jubilee but 
also sent lots of photographs which 
we used to create memory boards.”

Jim Banning, said: “I was seven in 
1953 and was taken by my family 
to await the arrival of the royal 
procession. I still remember now, as 
the parade came near my grandad 
picked up my sister and put her on 
his shoulders so she could see. I 
wasn’t happy that I couldn’t see but 
a large man in front of me picked 
me up and put me on his shoulders, 
so I had a great view. I would love to 
meet that man and thank him for 
that experience.”

Celebrating World Pride Month 
June was World Pride Month, 
a whole month dedicated to 
celebrating LGBT+ communities 
all around the world.

Here are five facts about Pride 
Month and LGBT+ communities that 
you may not know.

1 Pride is celebrated in June as 
it was the month the Stonewall 

riots took place. The riots were 
important protests in 1969 in the 
US that changed gay rights for 
a lot of people in America and 
around the world.

2 Pride is a celebration of 
people coming together in 

love and friendship, to show how 
far LGBT+ rights have come, and 
how, in some places, there’s still 
work to be done.

3 LGBT+ stands for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender. The 

+ is an inclusive symbol to mean 
‘and others’ to include people of 
all identities.

4 An American lady called Brenda 
Howard is known as ‘The Mother 

of Pride’ after organising the first 
ever gay pride march.

5 According to Stonewall, more 
than a third of LGBT staff (35%) 

have hidden that they are LGBT at 
work for fear of discrimination.

Visitors admiring St Lazars Church 
during a previous heritage open day.

Jim (left) with his daughters and 
granddaughters at the Jubilee event.

June marked a world-wide 
celebration of Pride.
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Quiz

350 Bournville Lane, Bournville, Birmingham, B30 1QY 

Cherry Tree House, 1 Lightmoor Way, Lightmoor Village, Telford, TF4 3TX

Puzzles & fun

To be in with the chance of winning a £20 Love to Shop 
voucher, which can be redeemed at over 130 leading 
stores, complete the Wordsearch and email the MISSING 
word to InView@bvt.org.uk – with subject header 
‘Wordsearch’ - by Friday 12th August 2022 or send your 
answers to inView competition, c/o Claire Page, 350 
Bournville Lane, Birmingham, B30 1QY. All correct entries 
will be placed into a prize draw with one winner chosen 
at random.

1. Lolly

2. Beach

3. Seaside

4. Sand

5. Waves

6. Bucket

7. Donkey

8. Fairground

9. Candyfloss

10.  Sandcastle

Wordsearch I Y N O Y A A J Y H U B I C V

E W D Y J Y P Y C I U E P Y V

L C O X N R H A X C I Q P L C

T M H D M S E V K G T K F L W

S O M T N B S E A S I D E O A

A D Q W G U T V M Q K Y N L V

C J Y E K N O D R W D G S D E

D Z F Y F G K R C K S Z H X S

N X H V E Y X J G W Z A O R Z

A Y C E V J C C G R X D N D L

S O N J T A K D I B I F C D M

K B W J D Q N Q Z E M A K I P

A J L F P I H H I F S H F B B

P N C R T M D Q B H F U O V A

G K A A O D E V A W N C B J A

To be in with the chance of winning a £20 Love to Shop voucher, which can be redeemed at over 130 leading stores, complete the Quiz 
and email your answers to InView@bvt.org.uk – with subject header ‘Quiz’ - by Friday 12th August 2022 or send your answers to inView 
competition, c/o Claire Page, 350 Bournville Lane, Birmingham, B30 1QY. All correct entries will be placed into a prize draw with one winner 
chosen at random.

1. What is the capital of Finland? 

2. When will the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games Marathon take place? 

3. How many minutes in a game of rugby league?

4. What was the most streamed show on Netflix in 2020? 

5. What does a Geiger Counter measure? 

6. Digestives, Hobnobs and Ginger Nuts are all types of what? 

7. Who is the Prime Minister of Australia?

8. Which two brothers were members of rock band Oasis?

9. Which actor plays Pete “Maverick” Mitchell in Top Gun: Maverick? 

10. In cockney rhyming slang, what is a ‘dog and bone’?

If you require the information in this newsletter in a different language, large print or braille, please call 0300 333 6540 or email  enquiries@bvt.org.uk. If 
you would like to opt out of receiving this newsletter, please email inview@bvt.org.uk with your full name and address using the subject header ‘opt out’.


